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CONSERVATION COMMISSION. 



Albant, N. Y., Jan. 10, 1812. 
Hon. Thos. F. Conway, President of the Senate: 

I have the honor to transmit herewith, as required by law, the 
annual report of the Conservation Commission for the fiscal year 
ending September 80, 1911. 

Respectfully yours, 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION, 
By GEORGE E. VAN KENNEN, 

Chairman. 
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FIRST ANNUAL REPORT 

OFTHB 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION. 



To the Legislature: 

Pursuant to statutory direction, that the Conservation Commis- 
sion " shall annually report to the Legislature on or before January 
15th specifying the receipts, expenditures and work of the depart- 
ment for the preceding fiscal year," we have the honor to submit 
the following: 

The Conservation Commission was created by chapter 647 of 
the Laws of 1911, known as the Conservation Law. To the enact- 
ment of this legislation, there was virtually no opposition; such 
members of the Legislature as dissented, having done so not on 
grounds of policy, but because of what they regarded as defects. 
and imperfections in the proposed statute. The time was ripe, 
the press and the public were ready. When Governor Dix affixed 
his signature to the proposed legislation, " as a first and long step 
toward true conservation," he but voiced the general hope and 
expectation. " To the commission," he said, " is delegated lines of 
work either new as state undertakings or to be performed under 
new conditions and broadened powers; to drain swamp lands at 
the expense of property benefited, to lease surplus canal waters 
on a proper revenue basis so that that power may be utilized under 
safe and proper restrictions, to supervise all construction work in 
streams in order to protect the public's right and safeguard life 
and property against the danger from impounded waters, to protect 
oyster beds against pollution, and to establish state nurseries from 
which denuded lands may be reforested." 

By the provisions of chapter 647 the Conservation Commission 
succeeded to all the powers and duties of the Forest, Fish and 
Game Commission, the Forest Purchasing Board, the Water Sup- 
ply Commission, and the commissioners of water power on Black 
river. The intent and effect was to consolidate under one head all 
the closely related duties and problems of administration over 
forest and stream, fish and game, and to give powerful impetus to 
the conservation of the natural resources of the Empire State. 
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To this end, the law vests the Conservation Commission 
with jurisdiction over investigation of water resources; regulation 
and use of water in the principal watersheds ; safety of dams and 
reservoirs ; prevention of floods ; supply of potable water to munic- 
ipalities; disposal of sewage; drainage and irrigation, as well as 
tree culture and reforestation, the care and custody of forests and 
parks, and the protection and propagation of fish and game. In 
order that consolidation might not mean confusion, the framers 
of the Conservation Law wisely provided for three grand divisions 
of the Conservation Department, along the natural and logical 
lines of (1) lands and forests, (2) fish and game and (3) inland 
waters, and directed that each of the three deputy commissioners 
to be appointed should perform duties relating to one of these three 
divisions. Thus, the general scheme of organization centers in 
a commission, directly responsible to the Governor, and through 
him to the people; while each of the divisions, with its bureaus 
or subdivisions, has its well-defined duties and responsibilities. 
While each of the divisions will be taken up later in this report, 
it may be well, by way of general summary, at this point to note 
that the forest preserve placed under the care of the Conservation 
Commission embraces 1,600,000 acres; that there are 100,000 acres 
of swamp land in the State which may be advantageously drained; 
that 7,200,000 acres of forest lands are to be protected from fire; 
that more than 15,000,000 trees are being grown from seed, in 
the six State nurseries, for purposes of reforestation; that the 
commission is now propagating for distribution, approximately a 
billion fish ; that there is a steadily increasing demand for an ex- 
tension of the invaluable work of protection of fish and game, now 
performed by ninety-five regular game protectors ; that more than 
a million horsepower to-day remains to be harnessed and utilized 
for die general good, — the equivalent of 10,000,000 tons of coal 
per year. But whereas coal once consumed is destroyed, water is 
an ever renewable natural resource. 

Herein are involved far-reaching problems whose solution calls 
for intelligent, concerted administrative and legislative action ; 
but a plan which shall save and store the vast horse-power now 
annually dissipated in flood and freshet, and utilize it for com- 
mercial use, to tihe benefit alike of public treasury and of private 
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industry, will mark a constructive achievement not surpassed in 
our State since the days of Governor Clinton and the Erie canal. 

The Conservation Law took effect July 21, 1911 ; but not until 
November 15th last was consolidation completed, in fact as well 
as in law, through occupancy of the property located at 21-23 
Washington avenue, where all the theretofore scattered divisions 
and bureaus are now housed under one roof, greatly facilitating 
the conduct of departmental business. 

The Conservation Law directs the Conservation Commission to 
report to the Legislature on or before January 15, 1912, bills to 
" revise and consolidate into the Conservation Law " all laws re- 
lating to lands and forests, to fish and game, to hydraulic develop- 
ment, and to water storage for power purposes. These proposed 
statutes will in due course come before the Legislature. Con- 
temporaneously, the Commission has co-operated with the joint 
committee of the Legislature headed by Senator T. Harvey Ferris, 
which has held many hearings on water storage and hydraulic 
development, in various parts of the State. 

Such recommendations as the Commission is ready to submit 
along these lines of proposed legislation will be found, for greater 
clarity, in the parts of this report devoted severally to die Division 
of Lands and Forests, the Division of Fish and Game, and the 
Division of Inland Waters. 

Hereto annexed, and made a part of this report, will be found a 
financial statement by which it will be seen that this Department 
has received from hunter's licenses $156,005. 60, and from miscel- 
laneous sources $102,221.05, a total of $258,226.65, which exceeds 
the receipts for the last previous fiscal year ($248,878.08) by 
$9,348.57. 

The total disbursements for the fiscal year are $558,688.91 
compared with $563,198.82 for the last previous year, making a 
reduction or saving of $4,509.91. 

Disbursements for the Canaseraga Creek Improvement are not 
included above. That improvement is paid for from a separate 
fund, for which the credit of the State is not pledged, and for 
which no State tax can be levied. A financial statement of the 
Canaseraga Creek Improvement appears separately hereinafter. 
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DIVISION OF LANDS AND FORESTS. 

In the preservation and restoration of the forests in the water- 
sheds of the Adirondack and Catskill Preserves, the prevention of 
fires is the fundamental thing. It is of little use to reforest the 
bare places unless the growth is protected, as a single fire 
could wipe out the results of several years' work in replanting. 
The efficiency of the fire protection of the forests is shown in the 
fact that, although the year 1911 whs a year of unusual drought 
and with an increased number of fires over that of previoua years, 
but one-half of 1 per cent, of the total area of the forests under 
protection Buffered fire loss; and this, although each patrolman 
covered an area of over 100,000 acres. 

The State bears the entire cost of the patrolling of forest lands, 
although it owns less than one-fourth of the area patrolled. The 
entire expense of the patrol system is borne by the State, as well 
as one-half the extra expense of the cost of fighting fire. These 
two items last year amounted to $71,067.60, of which the State 
paid directly $47,693.62 for patrolling, and for one-half of the 
cost of hiring extra help in fighting fires, $23,373.98. It would 
seem only a matter of good business and justice to all concerned if 
the cost of patrolling and of fire fighting should be based on the 
area of the forest lands protected. Is there any reason why the 
State should pay for the protection of the forests of private 
owners t An equitable system could be devised whereby each pri- 
vate owner and the State would pay a just and proportionate 
amount of the expense of saving the forests. 

So much of the welfare and prosperity of the State at large de- 
pend upon the protection of the watersheds that the State should 
assume control of the timber cutting, and by law regulate the size 
of the trees to be cut. The various interests which now own large 
tracts of forest lands in the Adirondacks especially have in most 
cases expressed a willingness for the enactment of such a law, and 
have agreed to co-operate in seeing that such a law was properly 
observed. This regulation, which would provide that no trees 
should be cut under a certain diameter, would be an efficient means 
to prevent the destruction of the watersheds and a great aid in the 
work of reforestation of cut over lands, in that it would provide 
natural reforestation by seed trees. 
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Referring again to the work of forest fire protection, it may be 
properly stated that the increased efficiency was in a large part 
due to the installation during the year of sixteen new observation 
stations, making thirty-six in all, as follows: Ampersand, Frank- 
lin county; Arab, St Lawrence; Bald, Lewis; Black, Washington; 
Blue, Hamilton ; Boreas, Essex ; Catamount, St. Lawrence ; Crane, 
Warren ; Dunn Brook, Hamilton ; Kempshall, Hamilton ; 
Makomis, Essex; Ohmer, Saratoga; Owl's -Head, Hamilton; 
Vanderwhacker, Essex; Wakely, Hamilton; Woodhull, Herkimer. 
Several additional mountain stations are contemplated for 1912. 
Telephone lines were built to connect the various stations, and the 
Commission is pleased to report the hearty coooperation of land- 
owners and others in connection with this work. The Commission 
has the free use of over 100 miles of private telephone lines. 

The number of fire patrolmen was increased in 1911 from 
forty-eight to sixty-four, leaving an average area for each to pro- 
tect of about 100,000 acres sb against an average of 120,000 
acres in the previous year. The districts in many caBes are still 
too large. 

The forest product showed a falling off, as shown by the follow- 
ing figures for the lumber, pulpwood and round wood output re- 
ported for the three years: 1910, 927,933,291 feet; 1909, 1,091,- 
164,710 feet; 1908, 1,226,754,305 feet 

The annual removal of 1,000,000,000 feet of wood material from 
the State forests cannot go on indefinitely, without reforestation 
on a scale which shall enable the growth to at least balance the 
cutting of trees. There has been a falling off of 300,000,000 feet 
the last three years, or 25 per cent. It is estimated that the forest 
area containing merchantable timber is 6,000,000 acres, or 
9,380 square miles, including the large area of Sitate lands upon 
which there is no cutting. The timber cut reported in 1910, if 
reduced to boards one inch thick, would cover 22,956 acres, or 
thirty-six square miles. The increase in Btumpage prices and the 
advent of the portable mill are to-day producing an extraordinary 
amount of forest products. 

The State nurseries now contain nearly 16,000,000 growing 
trees. During the year the 'State supplied at cost to private land- 
owners 1,774,000 trees, besides carrying on its own reforesting 
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operations. It has on hand 11,000,000 treea for Bale next spring. 
A new mireeiy was established during the year at Saratoga and 
plans are being put into effect for the establishment of another at 
Great Meadows, Comstock. The Great Meadows nursery will be 
one of the largest in the State and one of the most efficient in the 
United States. 

The utilization of idle soil is one of the established prin- 
ciples of conservation, inasmuch as it makes available for the use 
of man the productivity of land too sterile, or for other reasons 
not suitable for other than forest purposes. It is estimated that 
in thiB State to-day five trees are cut down to every one planted. 
At the present rate of increase of reforestation and in accordance 
with the Commission's plans it is expected to reach the much to be 
desired result of planting at least one tree for every one removed. 

The method of reforestation recommended by Governor Dix hae 
received approval of the people in all parts of the State. 

The use of prisoners in growing nursery stock for reforesta- 
tion will greatly reduce the coat of the transplants, since labor is 
the main item. The State should encourage by every means this 
reforestation work and the policy of selling trees at cost should be 
a very large inducement The State should make no profit what- 
ever on transactions of this character. 

The policy of the State in regard to its laud in the Forest Pre- 
serve should be to consolidate its holdings so that the work of pro- 
tecting the forests and of reforesting the watersheds can be made 
most effective and at the least expense. The summits of moun- 
tains in the parks should be acquired so as to afford the greatest 
protection to the watersheds in the conservation of water. 

The Conservation Commission regards the State Forest Pre- 
serve as the people's great playground and health resort, for the 
use of all and abuse of none. 

The prevalence and destructive effects of the chestnut blight 
have received much attention during the summer. The disease baa 
virtually wiped out the valuable chestnut groves of New Jersey, 
and, according to the Pennsylvania Chestnut Blight Commission 
has caused $10,000,000 damage to the forests of that State. A 
conference was held by this Commission with Commissioner of 
Agriculture Pearson and representatives of Pennsylvania, New 
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Jersey, Massachusetts and Connecticut, and plans discussed for 
controlling and eradicating the disease, which is threatening the 
extinction of a valuable forest tree. This disease, together with 
the State's experience with the white pine blister rust and other 
. serious tree troubles, suggests the urgent necessity for the services 
of an expert plant pathologist. The nature of many of the tree 
diseases, the agencies by which they are spread and methods of 
control are almost unknown. 

Purchase or Forest Lands. 

Prior to die creation of the Conservation Commission the 
authority to purchase lands in the Adirondack and Catskill parks 
was vested in the Forest Purchasing Board. The powers and 
duties of that board were delegated to this Commission by the 
Conservation Law. 

At the time of the organization of this Commission it appears 
that the State owned 1,643,244 acres of land in the Forest Pre- 
serve counties. Of this acreage 1,401,942 acres are situated within 
the Adirondack park and 102,677 acres within the Catskill park. 
The remaining lands aggregating 138,625 acres are situated in the 
Forest Preserve counties outside of the parks proper. These 
isolated tracts, averaging small areas of land, are so scattered that 
it is difficult and expensive to protect them from the dangers of 
fire and from devastation by trespass, and they contribute very 
little to the pnrpose for which these parks were created. They 
are of little or no use as pleasure grounds for the people; nor do 
they protect the head waters of our streams for the preservation 
and regulation of the same. 

It seems to us that.it would be wise for the State to adopt some 
measures by which these isolated tracts might be sold and the pro- 
ceeds thereof used in the purchase of lands within the parks 
proper. 

The Commission also fonnd that its predecessors in office had 
been conducting negotiations for the purchase of a considerable 
quantity of land in the park system, particularly in the Catskills. 
These negotiations were found to be in various stages of com- 
pletion. In some caaes the deeds had been taken from the owners 
and placed on record. In other cases, proposals for the sale of 
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land had been tendered by the owners and the State had made 
offers for the same and agreed upon the price to be paid therefor, 
subject, of course, to the production of an abstract showing title 
thereto and Bubject, further, to the consent and approval of the 
Executive. 

In the Catskill park it was found that negotiations for the pur- 
chase of lands aggregating 16,678 acres had been undertaken by 
the Forest Purchasing Board. The price agreed to be paid for 
these lands, subject to approval of title and the further approval 
of the Governor, was $90,518.30, and it was found that the appro- 
priation available for their purchase was $22,389.86, leaving a 
balance unprovided for amounting to $68,228.44. 

In the Adirondack^ it appears that aside from the large area 
known as the Taggart-Fisher tract of about 40,000 acres which 
had been appropriated by the Forest Purchasing Board, it had 
negotiated for the purchase of lands amounting at the agreed price 
to the Bum of $1,860. The balance of the appropriation available 
for the purchase of lands in the Adirondack^ amounted to the 3um 
of $48,174.48. 

It appears, therefore, that thiB Board had practically contracted 
for lands valued at $21,913.96 more than had been appropriated 
for that purpose. This doeB not take into account the value of the 
large tract of land appropriated by the Forest Purchasing Board 
as heretofore mentioned. 

This Commission has completed the purchase of all lands where 
the owners had delivered deeds thereto to the State and the same 
had been recorded, and has also investigated the remaining lands 
with a view of ascertaining whether the prices agreed to be paid 
are reasonable and the title thereto marketable; and while it 
appears that in some instances the State agreed to pay more than 
the land was reasonably worth, we recommend that the balance in 
the appropriation for the purchase of lands in the Adirondacke he 
made available for the payment of lands contracted for in the 
Catskill park ; also that the Legislature appropriate a sum sufficient 
to complete the sales so contracted for by the Forest Purchasing 
Board, estimated to he approximately $25,000. We further recom- 
mend that they appropriate a like sum so that this Commiasion 
may at all times have money available to take advantage of any 



, y Google 



Conservation Commission. 13 

offers that might be made for the sale of land to the State, where 
it appears that the price is just and reasonable. 

This Commission will submit a complete revision and codifica- 
tion of all the laws relating to the powers and duties of the Land 
Purchasing Board and Forest, Fish and Game Commission, and 
we recommend: 

1. A permanent and more extensive fire patrol system in the 
forest preserve counties, with additional patrolmen and observa- 
tion stations, and State-wide fire supervision of woodlands and 
railroad rights of way. 

2. More stringent regulations in regard to protection against 
fires, and greater powers to the Commission in making such regu- 
lations and enforcing penalties for violations thereof. 

S. More extended powers to the Commission of acquiring land 
for the protection and conservation of the forests and waters of 
the State, 

4. Power of supervision over parks and reservations receiving 
and disbursing State moneys, and not now under the supervision 
of any other State officer. 

5. Power to establish roles whereby lumbering on lands within 
the Adirondack and Catskill parks shall be carried on in a scien- 
tific manner so as to perpetuate the forest cover, preserve the parks 
and protect the water supply of the State. 

0. The promotion of reforestation by the adoption of measures 
whereby the burden of taxation may be lessened upon those lands 
within the forest preserve counties which shall be replanted with 
trees or allowed to remain as wild forest lands. 

7. Extend the powers of the Commission in regard to establish- 
ing and maintaining nurseries and reforesting both State and 
private lands. . 

DIVISION OF FISH AND GAME. 

Throughout the State there has been apparent during the year a 
more general desire on the part of the public to assist the depart- 
ment in the enforcement of the fish and game laws, indicating an 
aroused popular sentiment in favor of the objects of these laws. 
During the year the regular and special protectors brought actions 
for violations which resulted in the recovery of $37,173.74 in 
fines, at an expense of $4,735.79, cost of prosecutions. The 
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average cost of prosecuting the case was less than the preceding 
year. This year but 83 epecial protectors were actively in the 
service as against 104 last year, but the results indicate that the 
smaller force of specials performed their duties more efficiently 
because of the weeding out of the inactive ones. The regular pro- 
tectors reported 1,277 cases and the specials 258. 

The game laws cannot be enforced unless they appeal to the 
common sense and common interests of the sportsmen, the farmers, 
the landowners and all who delight in the recreation of rod and 
gun. The Conservation Commission is in hearty accord with the 
popular demand for " fewer laws, more fish and game." 

The general desire of the Commission is to make the law, 
first, more simple in form so that it may be clearly understood, not 
only by the experienced lawyer, but by the average citizen; 
secondly, to make the law general throughout the State, in so far 
as it is practicable. The present law abounds in local provisions, 
and in order to eliminate these it will be necessary to give to the 
Conservation Commission the power within certain proper limits 
of prohibiting or regulating the taking of any species of fish or 
game when such prohibition or regulation becomes necessary for 
the proper conservation or protection of the same. Among the 
more radical changes recommended are: First, a change in the 
size limit of trout from six to seven inches ; second, a bag limit of 
twenty-five birds to be placed on wild fowl ; third, a bag limit of 
fifteen birds per day to be placed on shore birds; fourth, the per- 
mitting of the Bale of trout raised in private hatcheries under a 
proper system of licensing and tagging. 

The Commission believes that without imposing any unjust 
burden on the citizens of the State, the Division of Fish and Game 
can be made self-supporting, providing a proper solution may be 
reached for obtaining an adequate income from the lands leased 
for shell fish purposes. 

The fish and game protective departments of the State have 
heretofore rated their efficiency too largely on the number of con- 
victions secured and penalties recovered, with the greater the num- 
ber of successful prosecutions the greater the credit claimed by 
the protectors. This Commission will endeavor to popularize the 
work of preserving and protecting the wild life of forests and 
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streams to a point where the oldtime standard shall change. By 
that, of course, is not meant that there shall be any relaxation of 
vigilance and determination to bring habitual and wilful violators 
of the law to justice, for as the chief protector says, " Every time 
the game law is violated with impunity, the moral sense of the 
violator is weakened and his respect for the law is lessened." And 
touching on the necessity for the moral support of the general 
public in the work of law enforcement, he adds : " But, if the sense 
of the community in which he resides is in favor of a strict, enforce- 
ment of the law, the breaker of that law will be severely judged by 
his associates." However, until public cooperation in the enforce- 
ment of the law shall have become more general and active, the 
efficiency of protectors must be to a large extent based on the num- 
ber of convictions secured ; and, until that time the hands of the 
protective department should be strengthened in this State. An 
increased number of protectors is urgently required. There should 
be at least one in every county and several protectors in the coun- 
ties where the fish and game are most abundant and the largest 
number of violations of the law necessarily occur. From all over 
the State come demands for increased protection for fish and game 
which the Commission is unable to meet without legislation in- 
creasing the total number of protectors. 

It is gratifying to report that during the year chapter 256 of the 
Laws of 1910, for the protection of wild birds in this State, the so- 
called plumage law, attacked by the plumage interests as uncon- 
stitutional on the chief ground that the Legislature had no right 
to classify birds into families, was upheld by the United States 
Circuit Court in New York, and the Attorney-General's interpre- 
tation of the law sustained. 

The utility and effectiveness of the Bo-called Bayne-Blauvelt 
Law, prohibiting the sale of game (with certain exceptions), with 
a view to the increase of game, is now on trial. All lovers of 
recreation in forest, field and stream show a disposition to co- 
operate with the Commission in making the test an instructive and 
useful one. The general experience of the protectors is that the 
anti-sale law is very helpful to the service and in itself a valuable 
protection to the wild game of the State. The Cold Storage Law 
and the Sullivan Law also come in for a similar commendation. 
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Ab a result of the enforcement of the Bayne Law, the pot hunter 
has lost his market, and hence his incentive to kill more game than 
he can use himself. 

The reorganization of the force of special protectors, including 
regulations requiring them to report to a division chief, has im- 
proved the discipline among the specials and made them more 
effective. 

Game protectors throughout the State report that as a whole 
deer are more plentiful this year than ever before. The experi- 
ment of feeding deer during the winter, made possible through an 
appropriation by the last Legislature, proved successful and should 
be greatly extended in scope. 

The State Game Farm at Sherburne distributed through the 
State during the year 2,535 pheasants and 12,945 pheasants' eggs. 
Arrangements are already under way to increase the brood birds 
to 1,000 and the farm superintendent gives assurances that the 
distribution of pheasants and pheasants' eggs will be easily doubled 
in 1912. 

Experiments are being carried on in relation to raising ruffed 
grouse for propagation purposes, and there is much to encourage 
the belief that the partridge, the hunter's favorite game bird, 
may again be restored to covers now untenanted. At least one 
additional game farm should be established in the eastern part of 
the State. 

Reports from all quarters of the 'Adirondacks show that the 
beaver are increasing. 

A most helpful work was the elimination from New York 
market of the sale of canned game. 

The money collected for netting licenses for the year was 
$10,048.44, a gain of $406.62 over 1910. For hunting licenses 
there was collected $156,005.60, which is an increase of $14,786.60 
over the preceding year. This with the amount of fines collected 
makes a total of $196,991.98. 

Fish Pbopaoation. 
The State fish hatcheries during the year produced and dis- 
tributed throughout the State 700,000,000 fish. New York's nine 
hatcheries produced almost one-fourth as many fish as the Federal 
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government's fifty hatcheries. New York propagated twice as 
many fingerling and yearling trout in proportion aa the United 
States Fisheries Bureau. Of the 8,000,000 of trout distributed 
during the year over 45 per cent, were fingerliugs. The State's 
fish output was 165,000,000 more this year than last, and the State 
Fish Culturist expects a production of 1,000,000,000 fish for the 
waters of the State in 1912. Upon a basis of one-half the price 
charged by commercial hatcheries, the State hatcheries' production 
in 1911 was worth over $200,000, and the cost of the work was 
only about $75,000. 

The inventoried value of the hatcheries properties, located at 
Upper Saranac, Bath, Mumford, Bemus Point, Cold Spring Har- 
bor, Margaretville, Old Forge, Linlithgo and Constantia, totals 
$144,251.77. 

The Commission respectfully recommends the establishment of 
a fish hatchery in St. Lawrence county. The State Fish Culturist 
urges this additional hatchery on the ground that the distribution 
of bass, pike-perch, maskalonge, yellow perch and the various 
kinds of trout and whitefish for the St Lawrence region should 
represent hundreds of millions of fish every year, instead of the 
few millions which the Commission is now able to Bend to the 
county. He is convinced that "All of the fish mentioned could be 
propagated more advantageously in St. Lawrence county, and the 
waters of the St. Lawrence and of other counties within reasonable 
distances from the proposed hatchery could be more effectively 
and economically supplied with good fish than at present. Not 
only is it expensive to transport live fish over long distances, but 
the risk of loss in transportation is very great, especially in hot 
weather." 

Bubbau op Making Fisheries. 

The growing importance of the Bureau of Marine Fisheries 
may be illustrated to a degree by directing attention to the fact 
that the revenue derived from its operations in 1907 was $4,846.18 
and for the year just closed $23,694.02. This result was made 
possible by legislation regulating the leasing of lands under water 
for shell fish cultivation. It marked the beginning of a new policy 
looking to the development of this important resource in contrast 
with the old practice through which the State had granted to indi- 



, y Google 



18 Fibst Anhual Kepobt op TBS 

vidnals in perpetuity thousands of acres of its most valuable shell 
fish lands. There are at present held under these so-called fran- 
chises 15,991.6 acres, while the acreage under lease is 15,336.9, 
making a total of 31,328.5 acres. Of this total, 2,192.2 acres were 
added during the past fiscal year, and there are now pending ap- 
plications covering 1,795.6 acres. These lands are subject to a 
uniform tax of twenty-five cents an acre. During the year there 
was collected the sum of $7,417.27, while the total of rentals paid 
by lands held under lease was $13,166.63. 

The syBtem of triangulation continued during the year covers 
about thirteen miles between Horton's Point and Orient Point and 
Plum Island. These surveys will eventually cover the whole of 
the north shore of Long Island and should be extended to the 
waters surrounding Fishers Island. There have been sixty-one 
surveys of individual lots covering 6,992.2 acres. 

From the best statistics obtainable the value of the shell fish 
taken from waters within this State during the past year is 
upward of $12,000,000, and while no statistics are available con- 
cerning the value of the migratory food fish output it is safe to 
assume that it was at least of as great commercial value as the 
shell fish. So that it must not be lost sight of that the State of 
New York through the Bureau of Marine Fisheries is dealing with 
an economic and commercial condition which at present shows an 
annual output value at from $20,000,000 to $25,000,000 and 
capable of enormous development under proper legislation, and 
likewise capable of producing for the State a great increase over 
the present revenues of the bureau without imposing an unfair 
burden on those engaged in fisheries as a means of livelihood. 

The great needs in the development of our marine fisheries are 
a just and equitable system of taxation of shell fish lands ; proper 
laws to prevent pollution of public waters by sewerage and manu- 
facturers' waste, and suitable legislation to enable the State to take 
advantage of modem scientific methods for the propagation and 
protection of the various marine species. Under the present law 
a uniform tax of twenty-five cents per acre, upon all shell fish lands 
within the jurisdiction of the bureau, must be levied, regardless 
of value. Oyster lands in favored localities and properly culti- 
vated if available for private ownership are frequently estimated 
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to be worth from $500 to $5,000 per acre, depending on productiv- 
ity. Uplands planted to corn under favorable cultivation yield a 
hundred fold. Shell-fish lands cultivated under modern methods 
are capable of producing twelve hundred fold. There is of course 
as much difference in the relative value of oyster lands as exists 
in the value of agricultural lands. 

In view of this plain fact the levy of a tax of twenty-five cents 
per acre upon all lands without respect to value is upon its face 
unwise and unjust Various States have given consideration to 
this problem and without going into details of their experience it 
is established that the most practical and fair method of taxation 
is the one which provides for the appraisal of all shellfish lands 
and a determination of their value upon the basis of productivity 
and the imposition of a small amount per centum of tax upon the 
determined value. The methods used can easily follow the present 
methods for the appraisal and taxation of real estate values under 
our general tax laws. The result would be a revenue of at least 
$100,000 to the State, which might be available to the bureau for 
extending its system of protection of oyster lands, the establish- 
ment of experimental stations for the scientific study of shell and 
marine fish protection. Some idea of the possibilities of develop' 
ment with the added revenue derived from the proposed system 
of taxation may be had when attention is called to the fact that the 
total output of marine species at the Cold Spring Harbor station 
for the period ending June 30, 1011, was 338,600,000. This total 
represents food fish exclusively and includes about 45,000,000 of 
lobsters alone, a species which five years ago was all but extinct 
in our waters, but the artificial propagation of which under great 
dif&cultieB has been successfully carried on under the direction of 
the State Fish Culturist 

The most serious problem with which the Conservation Commis- 
sion is called upon to deal in the administration of this bureau is 
that of pollution of our public waters by the untreated sewage of 
municipalities and the waste of manufacturing plants. Thousands 
of acres of shellfish lands have been destroyed by the deposits of 
contaminating substances. Public health is jeopardized and the 
migratory food fish supply reduced by the destruction of great 
numbers of fish in waters polluted by various manufactur- 
ing waste. It is estimated that in the Hudson river alone over 
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60,000 acres of what were formerly valuable shellfish lands 
have been ruined by the deposit of industrial waste. Legislation 
is needed to prevent the pollution of public water from sewage by 
requiring municipalities to install sewage disposal plants. The 
question has been ignored too long, although its great importance 
has frequently been called to public attention. Provisions should 
be made by statute prohibiting the cities and towns of the State 
from sewering into public waters, and the authority of law should 
likewise be vested in this Commission to prevent by injunction the 
pollution of streams by the manufacturers in all cases where it 
can be shown that the deposit of such materials in streams is 
destructive to fish life or where the public health is imperilled by 
a continuance of the process. 

The investigation of sanitary conditions of oyster beds is being 
actively prosecuted by the Commission, and such measures will be 
taken as are deemed necessary for the protection of public health. 
Many of the States, including Massachusetts, Maine, Rhode Island 
and Maryland have already dealt with the problems of pollution in 
a modern and progressive manner. The city of Baltimore has but 
recently inaugurated a system of sewage disposal and prohibited 
the discharge of manufacturers' waste products into the waters 
within its jurisdiction. The 3ame work is now being given active 
consideration by the fisheries and health authorities of New Jersey. 
This State should no longer delay action upon a question which 
concerns the health of its people and the protection of one of its 
important industries. There is a great necessity for a biological 
station on Long Island for the study of the habits, spawning 
grounds and propagation of migratory fish, mollusks and Crustacea. 
This would inaugurate a work which would within a short period 
increase the catches of marine species to a great degree and furnish 
to our citizens vast quantities of cheap and desirable food. The 
Empire State cannot afford to lag behind in a work of this 
character which is now being carried on with great success by most 
of the European countries, some of the South American Republics 
as well as the States of New Jersey, Virginia, Alabama, Mississippi 
and Louisiana. If Uruguay can afford to appropriate $150,000 
per annum for the development of its fisheries we ought not to 
hesitate in the work of developing and protecting the fisheries in 
our 400 miles of sea coast. 
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DIVISION OF INLAND WATERS. 

The most notable feature disclosed by the investigations of the 
department during the past year, in relation to water storage and 
hydraulic development, is the magnitude and value of the water 
powers which are at present owned by the State through owner- 
ship of riparian lands, surplus canal waters, those which would 
naturally belong to the State through the operation of proposed 
storage reservoirs, and those which may properly become the 
property of the State by virtue of Federal grants of rights in 
boundary waters. A general summary of some of the principal 
of these powers is given in the following table. It is not in- 
tended herein to list all the powers to which the State may lay 
claim: 

Table of Htdsauuo Power or New Tore State in Which nit State 
Has or Claims a Pbedomtnawt Interest. 
It Undeveloped powers belonging to the State by reason of practically com- 
plete riparian ownership or otherwise. (Powers are for regulated flow.) 

80 per cent, of 
Continuous. time. 

Horsepower. Horsepower. 

(») Niagara Falls 75,000 7B.000 

(b) Kettle Mountain, Hudson river 16,000 28, BOO 

(c) On Sacandaga river above Northville. . . 24,000 SI, ZOO 

(d) Ausable river 8,000 10,000 

123, 000 144, 70ft 



2. Powers added to existing and contemplated private plants along stream* 
by reason of proposed water storage. 

Increase by 
regulation over 



(a) Sacandaga storage 

Upper Sacandaga, storage 

(b) Indian Lake storage (new) 

(e) Genesee storage (Portage reservoir) .. 
(d) Black river storage (2 small n 
(a) Baquette river 

(f) Oswego river (est.) 

(g) Oswegatebie river (eat.).. 





power. 


Horsepower. 


Horsepower. 


32,000 


00,000 


13,000 


20,000 


15, 000 


40,000 


8,000 


20,000 


22,000 


53,000 


33,000 


90,000 


12,000 


80,000 


10,000 


30,000 


145,000 


803,000 
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3. Power created at or near sit* of proposed storage dams: 



(a) Portage 

(b) Mount Morris . 
(o) Black 

(d) Sacandaga . . . 

(e) Indian Lake .. 



4. Power belonging to the State ae a remit 
of Barge canal construction. Estimated 
by the Barge canal authorities, ae 

0. Power that may belong to the State from 
aasertion of right* in cases where damage* 
have teen paid in the construction, of the 
Erie canal, etc. Estimated at 





60 per cent, of 


Continuous. 




Horsepower. 


Horsepower. 


30,000 


39,000 


14,000 


10,000 


2, 600 


3,000 


34,000 


42,000 


11,000 


14,000 


91,600 


114,000 



Total continuous horsepower . . 



In tUe column headed 60 per cent, of time ore placed the figures 
showing the size of development which could run at full capacity 
60 per cent, of the time. This represents the ordinary commer- 
cial limit of development. 

In any comprehensive scheme for the development and use 
of the powers of the State there should be considered also other 
powers in connection with which private interests or other ques- 
tions must be taken into account To furnish a highway for the 
transportation of this product to market is believed to be a proper 
governmental function. The following table gives an idea of 
the magnitude of this subject. It is not intended to be a com- 
plete inventory of undeveloped powers, but to show the largest 
of those which could contribute power to a general system of 
power highways: 
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Table or Labqi Uhdevklopib Powers n» the DmxoPMBrr or Whioh 
Pmivatb Iitteusts oh Other Questions Must B> Coksidbked. 

Continuous 

Horsepower. 

Dong Biurt of the St. Lawrence 000,000 

Rapids of Niagara river (Using a second time at tbe rapida the 
20,000 second feet available at tbe Falls on tbe American 

aide under the International Treaty ) 140, 000 

Upper Hudson 00, 000 

Raquette 120, 000 

Total 855, 000 

Total undeveloped power for which electric highways should 
be provided 1,284,600 



The commission is conducting a careful investigation of too 
rights of the State in existing power developments. A complete 
plan for the development and use of State-owned powers should 
be worked out, and the support of the Legislature, in the granting 
of adequate appropriations, is earnestly invited in behalf of the 
numerous lines of investigation and research which are needful 
in order that the provisions of the Conservation Law may be 
realized. Investigations already begun under the Fuller Act 
of 1907, on the Black, Oswegatehie, and other unsurveyed streams, 
should be continued, as well as subsurface investigations near 
Conklingville, in connection with the proposed Sacandaga reser- 
voir and along the proposed tunnel line, for power development 
at Hadley. 

During the past year there have been several important devel- 
opments relating to the river improvement law, the most signifi- 
cant whereof was the decision of Justice Sutherland in the Can- 
aseraga Creek improvement matter. When the Conservation 
Commission, in July last, succeeded the State Water Supply 
Commission, it was confronted by the Sutherland decision, handed 
down January 4, 1911, to the effect that, in dealing with the 
Canaseraga Creek improvement, the Water Supply Commission 
had exceeded its statutory authority by including in its ordered 
construction artificial channels, thus grafting upon the river im- 
provement scheme a drainage scheme. Obviously, if sustained 
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by the higher eourte, the effect of this decision would be to jeop- 
ardize the bonds previously sold, from whose proceeds the Oaoa- 
eeraga improvement wan financed. The Conservation Commis- 
sion was confronted with a serious dilemma. The landowners 
of the district affected actively desired a continuance of the work. 
At the same time, it was imperative that the bonds be protected. 
The Conservation Commission has continued the work, after mak- 
ing careful and impartial appraisals of the property of the inter- 
ested landowners, and taking measures calculated to protect the 
interest of the bondowners. 

The State has had drainage laws since its formation, and con- 
siderable work has been done under such laws, but the result has 
been almost universal failure. If we look for the reason, we shall 
find it in the methods prescribed for carrying on the work. The 
provisions for drainage contained in the Conservation Law are 
designed to overcome previous defects of procedure. Hence it is 
believed that there will eventually result from the present law the 
reclamation of at least 100,000 acres of swamp land and an ad- 
dition of $10,000,000 to farm land values of the State. 

The future work of the Conservation Commission under the 
drainage law should develop into a very important feature of its 
activities, and appropriations should be made to provide neces- 
sary funds to carry on reconnaissances of swamp lands and a de- 
tailed survey of at least one promising project. 

We call the attention of the Legislature to the distressing con- 
ditions arising from the water supply situation in Westchester 
county, and urge legislation looking to co-operation among the 
various municipalities in the southern portion of that county for 
securing an adequate and permanent supply of pure and whole- 
some water. 

Water for domestic purposes waB carried through the streets in 
milk cans and sprinkling carts in the city of Mount Vernon and 
various small villages in the fall of 1910. Only opportune fall 
rains prevented a recurrence of the same conditions in 1911. 

Each of the various municipalities is engaged in endeavoring 
to solve its own small problem, and naturally finds no solution for 
more than a very limited period, while the rapid growth in the 
population of the region makes a large general and permanent 
solution more imperative. 
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The work of the commission during the past year in the equi- 
table apportioning of water supplies to the various municipalities 
of the State, as required by law, is briefly indicated by the fol- 
lowing table of water Bupply applications: 



Watbr Supply Applications. 

Application 



l-.U- 21. 
. Mar. 1, 
. April 28. 
. Ma; 2*. 

'. July 6, 
. Aug. 12. 
. flept IS. 

' Water'outrlct! Ott ' 2*,' 



Diapositioi 
.911 Approved Feb. 
"" Approved April 

Approved Mar. 

Approved June 

Approved June n, . 

.811 Approved July 11, : 
*" Approved Sept. 20, : 

Pending! 
Pending. 
Approved Dec. SO, : 



ieii 
Ian 

1811 



Experience haa shown that the laws governing State and munici- 
pal water supplies could be amended to advantage, by giving this 
commission power to exercise more thorough supervision and 
control over proposed water supply systems. It is especially 
important that the commission should be empowered to inter- 
vene in the not infrequent cases in which existing water supply 
systems, especially those of private companies, are found inade- 
quate to meet the demands for water of the communities which 
they serve. Oontrol of rates charged for water should be exer- 
cised by some State authority, as complaints of excessive and 
inequitable charges have been numerous. 

Inspection op Dams. 
Among the important duties intrusted to the Conservation 
Commission is the protection of life and property from the dan- 
gers arising from impounded waters. The appointment by this 
commission of an expert engineer as Inspector of Docks and DamB 
chanced to coincide closely with the disaster at Austin, Pa., an 
object-lesson as to the danger attendant upon faulty construction 
— a danger whose gravity has been by no means adequately ap- 
preciated. Among the first duties assigned to him by the com- 
mission was the inspection of the Austin dam, and his report as 
to the causes of its collapse, which was the earliest explanation 
thereof, has been widely accepted as authoritative, and has been 
fully corroborated by subsequent testimony. 
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Between October 10 and November 30 last the commission 
inspected and reported on no lees than 46 dams in this State. 
They were found generally in a neglected condition. Many of 
the older type of wooden dams had been continued in use, which 
were built when the country was unsettled and surrounding prop- 
erty of slight value; others were poorly constructed earth dams. 
But the old structures were not alone faulty. Five solid masonry 
dams, in process of construction, were condemned. In all, 38 
of the 46 dams were found defective; in some oases entire rebuild- 
ing, and in others, repairs, were recommended. The commission 
is pleased to add that in every case its recommendations are being 
cheerfully complied with. 

These investigations will be actively continued. The commis- 
sion proposes to see to it that every old dam in the State is made 
safe, that no new dam shall be constructed which is not safe. To 
the end that adequate power in this regard may be vested in the 
commission, we recommend that the law be amended. 

LEGAL BUREAU. 

It ib contemplated by the Conservation Law that all legal mat- 
ters shall be carried on under the direct supervision of the com- 
mission and its counsel at its main office. Heretofore local attor- 
neys had been employed throughout the State at great expense, 
with unsatisfactory results. Upon the organizing of the commis- 
sion its counsel found that there were pending in the various 
counties of the State upwards of 200 suits for injunctions, tres- 
pass and penalties, many of the cases involving the question of the 
State's title to large tracts of forest lands and the enforcement of 
the laws intended to lessen the danger from forest fires. 

All attorneys representing the State's interest were requested 
to send their cases to the commission with substitutions, and at 
this time the Deputy Attorney-General assigned to the work of 
the commission has on his calendars every action and appeal in- 
volving proceedings authorized by the commiasion or its prede- 
cessors. 

Many cases heretofore commenced were found to be without 
merit and have been promptly discontinued, and we are now scru- 
tinizing carefully the proofs in all complaints before ordering 
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suit upon them with a view to prosecuting only real violators of 
the law, and as a result of this policy of discrimination but two 
cases have been decided adversely to the State's interests since 
the formation of this department. 

There seeme to be a growing tendency to observe the laws 
which lessen the dangers from forest fires, and the violations, for 
the most part, come from those who were ignorant of the law. 
. In nearly all cases the precautions required of each have been 
promptly taken when their attention was directed to the regula- 
tions. A great many cases arise from deliberate trespass upon 
lands claimed by the State in order that disputes as to title may 
be settled by die courts. These cases require careful preparation 
and great difficulties have been experienced on account of the lack 
of a proper survey, as many thousands of acres of land have been 
purchased by the State without -any attempt at a survey, and we 
have cases where no such land as described can be located on 
found to exist. We have established a bureau of surveys, with 
a plan whereby each survey as made will fit into a scheme of 
surveys and field notes so that when complete there can be no 
excuse for trespass upon the State's land and no question as to 
the location of any parcel. 

An experienced title lawyer has been appointed specially to 
prepare cases involving titles, to make abstracts and, as far as 
possible, the titles abstracted will when completed set forth fully 
and comprehensively the status of the State's title to lands in the 1 
two great parks. 

The codification of the forest law is doubly important at this 
time when the water storage problem, whereby the waste waters 
of the State can be converted into power, is of great moment, 
and laws encouraging reforestation of lands now barren and look- 
ing to the scientific cutting of timber at the head waters of the 
streams so as to preserve a forest cover, have received careful 
attention and we hope will meet with the approval of all inter- 
ested. The codification of the fish and game law is also of great 
importance and we hope to report a statute so that no violation 
can be excused by a misunderstanding of its provisions. Many 
changes and amendments are suggested, possibly the chief of 
which is that an habitual offender shall receive more severe pun- 
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ishment. Both these reports in full with the modifications and 
changes recommended will be placed in your hands later as well 
as the proposed new statutes relating to the conservation of the 
waste and flood waters of the State. 

The rights of the millownera on the streams where regulation 
of the flow is contemplated are being carefully investigated and 
tabulated. This work involves a complete examination of the 
earlier laws, under which most of the mill sites were created, and ■ 
the result is very important and interesting when the question 
of the manner of making the improvement is taken up. 

During the year 247 actions were settled and 110 otherwise 
disposed of. One action for trespass resulted in the payment of 
$10,000 in cash and the ceding to the State of property worth at 
least $20,000 more. 

IN CONCLUSION. 

State sovereignty necessarily includes among its attributes 
authority to control and regulate the material resources provided 
by nature. 

It may be asserted without fear of contradiction that water 
power is a paramount factor in the State's growth and prosperity ; 
that the conservation of water in reservoirs and at head-waters, and 
regulation of the same, would result in a u nif orm flow, an increase 
of power, the protection of public and private property from dam- 
age by flood, the removal of a menace to public health and an im- 
provement to navigation. 

The State should own and regulate the disposition of whatever 
additional water power it may create, provide for the proper utili- 
zation thereof, and dispose of it at such reasonable charge as will 
yield a public revenue, stimulate the development of industries 
and afford greater opportunities for the wage-earner. If this can- 
not be accomplished, otherwise than by direct action of the State, 
then the State itself should develop and furnish power for the gen- 
eral benefit. In the initiation of a plan of conservation, the future 
should be amply provided for, and every precaution essential to 
present and future interests of the people of the State should he 
taken. Legitimate investments of private capital should be prop- 
erly protected. 
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From time to time laws have been enacted permitting leasee of 
the surplus waters of the canal system, but by reason of limitations 
surrounding the same, the revenue derived therefrom was nominal 
and the opportunity for power development was alight. Sub- 
stantially all these leaaes have been terminated, and the few re- 
maining in force Bhould be terminated as early as practicable. 

When the barge canal is completed, the quantity of surplus canal 
water will be materially increased. It is conservatively estimated 
that it will then be sufficient to develop at least 50,000 horse power 
without injury to navigation. 

The surplus water of the canals is unquestionably owned by the 
State. The State should not permit so valuable a resource to be 
wasted, or utilized without adequate return. 

The development and distribution of the surplus water of the 
canals, for power purposes, can be secured at comparatively small 
expense. Measures providing for such development, and distribu- 
tion for public purposes along the line of the canals where many 
municipalities and citizens can derive material benefit therefrom, 
should be enacted. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

GEORGE E. VAN KENNEN, 
JAMES W. FLEMING, 
JOHN D. MOORE, 

Conservation Commissioners. 
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Chaklxb H. Jaoxbok, Deputy Commissioner. 
Cliffoed R. Pbttis, Supt. of Forests. 
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DIVISION OF LANDS AND FORESTS. 



Albany, N. Y., Jan. 1, 1912. 

To the Conservation Commission: 

Herewith I transmit to you, pursuant to law, the annual report 
of the Superintendent of Forests. 

Respectfully yours, 

CHARLES H. JACKSON - , 

Deputy Commissioner. 
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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF FORESTS. 



How. Chaklbb H. Jaoksoh, Deputy Commissioner, Division of 
Lands and Forests, Conservation Commission. 

Sib — I respectfully submit the following report, for the year 
1911, of the work conducted by the Forestry Bureau of the former 
forest, Fish and Game Commission and that of Forests in the 
Division of Lands and Forests of the present Conservation Com- 
mission. 

INTRODUCTION. 

The work of the former Forestry Department and the present 
Bureau of Forestry includes the enforcement of the forest fire law 
and protection of forests from fire within the central portions of the 
forest preserve counties ; securing and compiling statistics showing 
the annual forest product ; the operation of nurseries for the pro- 
duction of planting stock, reforesting State lands and Bale of trees 
to private owners ; administration of State lands and their protec- 
tion from trespass ; co-operating with and advising private land- 
owners in regard to the management of their woodlands ; examina- 
tions of lands of various State institutions and reports thereon 
to boards of managers ; study of various tree diseases ; conducting 
various forest studies; also educational and extension work, in- 
cluding lectures and preparation of pamphlets. 

FOREST FIRES. 

The present duties of the Commission in regard to forest fires 
are confined to the prevention and extinguishing of fires within 
the wooded areas of ninety -six towns in the central portions of 
the sixteen forest preserve counties and the enforcement of laws 
relative to railroads that operate in those counties. 

Hbpoht op Fibjbs Dubihg 1911. 

There has occurred in this State the past spring and summer 

a repetition of the severe droughts which we have had other years, 

but fortunately the forest loss this year, due to the numerous fires 
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which occur during such seasons, has been comparatively small. 
The fire season began about April 20th and continued, coincident 
with the severe drought, until August 20th. The increase in the 
number of fires caused bj lightning is remarkable. During the 
severe fire season of 1908 there were reported but nine fires due 
to thia agency, while in 1909 there were only eight, and in 1910 
there were eleven ; but during the past year, a total of sixty-five 
was reported. The prevalence of lightning and its influence in 
causing fires is indicated by the repeated damage to telephones 
maintained at the mountain stations, although protected by light- 
ning arresters, and the origin of fires in inaccessible and unfre- 
quented places, also fires starting at the time electric storms oc- 
curred. There were many places in the Adirondack^ where no 
rain of consequence or only local showers occurred for nearly four 
weeks and in the northeastern portion the reduction of rainfall 
was greatest. The efficiency and value of the present fire force is 
strikingly indicated when the fire loss and area burned in our 
forest sections is compared with what did occur in Maine, On- 
tario or the Lake States the present year under similar conditions. 
The largest fires occurred during the latter part of April and 
early in May. These fires spread rapidly but were confined to 
denuded areas, destroyed but little property and occurred largely 
before the full regular summer force was inaugurated. 

All cases of reported incendiary fires have been investigated. 
Through the agency of this Commission three men were indicted 
for setting fires in Ulster county and one in Franklin county. 
Other cases are in preparation. 

The accompanying table shows the acreage burned and resulting 
damage due to forest fires during the year in the ninety-six towns. 
The statistics are arranged both by counties and causes. An 
examination of these figures shows that but one-half of 1 per 
cent, of the total area (7,232,000 acres) under protection suffered, 
although each fire patrolman covered a territory aggregating over 
100,000 acres. The expenses of this fire patrol service, including 
all salaries and expenses and a fair proportion of the cost of 
mountain stations, was but six-tenths of one cent per acre. All 
this was accomplished under the severe conditions due to extreme 
drought. 
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Improvements Effected. 
The number of observation stations was increased from twenty 
to thirty-six and several additional stations are contemplated. The 
new stations to be recommended will be so located as to give the 
beat service, fill in the present gaps and at all times aid in 
furtherance of a comprehensive plan to best protect the entire 
forest area. The stations installed during the year, date of 
installation and their locations are as follows: 

Nun* of Location. Date of 

station. Town. County. inrtallntion, 

Ampersand Harriotstown Franklin August, 1911. 

Arab Pieroefleld St. Lawrence September, 1911. 

Bald Croghan Lewis Hay, 1611. 

Black Dresden Washington Hay, 1611. 

Bine Indian Lake Hamilton September, 1911. 

Boreas North Hudson . . . Essex Hay, 1911. 

Catamount Colton St. Lawrence October, 1911. 

Crane Johnabwg Warren September, 1911. 

Dunn Brook Indian Lake Hamilton Hay, 1911. 

Eempsball Long Lake Hamilton Hay, 1911. 

Uakomia North Hudson .. . . Essex September, 1911, 

Olimor Day Saratoga October, 1911. 

Owla Head Long Lake Hamilton September, 1911. 

Vander whacker ...Minerva Essex Hay, 1911. 

Wakeley Lake Pleasant .... Hamilton Hay, 1911. 

Woodhull Wilnntrt ......... Herkimer September, 1911. 

The value of these stations for observing and locating fires is 
indicated by the record of fires reported from these observatories. 

Number fins Number Bra 

reported. reported. 

Stations. 1910. 1911. Stations. 1010, 1911. 

Ampersand^ — 1 Cat Head 1 18 

Bald* — 18 Crane't — — 

Balsam 4 3 Dunn Brook* — 8 

Beaver 1 11 Fort Noble — — 

BeHayre 13 18 Gore 12 11 

Black* — 15 Hamilton 3 22 

Boreas* — 1 Hunter 3 7 

Oat 8 11 Hurricane 8 22 



t In uaa but part of preaant at 
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Number fiiea 
HUtioES. 1910. 1911. 



u. lSiSwii. 

Kempahall* — 13 St. Regis 55 16 

Lyon 3 30 Twadellf — 8 

Makomifl*f — 1 Vanderwhacker* ... — 26 

Morria 16 22 West' 1 3 

Moosehead 9 1 Whiteface 7 28 

OwU Head*t — 1 

Pharoah 6 11 Total 366 

Prospect 13 16 = 

Snowy 16 17 

In connection with the establishment of these stations, it has 
in all cases been necessary to build telephone lines. I wiah to 
call your attention to the hearty co-operation of landowners and 
others in this work, without which, in many cases, it would have 
been impossible to have established several stations. We enjoy the 
free use of over 100 miles of private lines of lumber companies, 
and, furthermore, the stations are in touch with their camps 
and a source of help in case of fire. This hearty co-operation 
demonstrates the value of the system and the landowners are 
materially assisting. 

Your instructions to determine the actual demand for patrol- 
men, define districts which they are to cover and thus place this 
part of the work of the Commission on a definite basis, are being 
carried out and such information will be ready for your considera- 
tion at an early date. This will put the organization on a better 
basis than ever before and must increase its efficiency. In 1910 
each patrolman had about 120,000 acres to patrol and protect This 
year the number of patrolmen was judiciously increased from 
forty-eight to sixty-four and the size of a district reduced to 
approximately 100,000 acres each. The districts are, in many 
cases, still too large and provision should be made to increase the 
number of active patrolmen. 

* Not ictUUad in 1010. 

t In use but put of peasant aeuon. 

t Baport for 1910 not trallabla. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The value of our two great forest preserves is so great, not only 
commercially, but from the standpoint of protection to watersheds, 
as a great playground, health resort, game refuge, and source of 
wood material, in all of which the State is vitally interested, not 
only from the standpoint of 'State policy, but also as owner of 
several million dollars worth of property, that the 'State neces- 
sarily commits itself to a policy of protecting these great resources. 
In order to accomplish this work properly, a permanent annual 
force, sufficiently large and of the most efficient men, should be 
provided. The fire force consists (including observers on moun- 
tain stations), during the summer season, of approximately 100 
men, while only about one-fourth are retained during the 
winter. The men thus dismissed in the fall find it difficult to 
secure employment during the winter and it usually becomes neces- 
sary to employ new and inexperienced men the coming year. The 
loss of trained men means decreased efficiency and the training of 
new men again, a waste of time and money. The great forest 
preserve needs protection, not only from fire in summer, but from 
trespass in winter ; therefore, there is sufficient work to employ a 
much larger force during the entire year. These men would also 
be used in the enforcement of the top lopping law and surveying 
State lands. The position of fire patrolman should be abolished 
and that of forest ranger created. The latter should have all of the 
powers and duties of the present fire patrolman and have full police 
duties relative to protection of State lands. A permanent force of 
about fifty men, employed during the entire year at a salary of 
$720 per year, should be established. The title of fire superin- 
tendent should be changed to district forest ranger. The present 
official designated as special fire patrolman should be called fire 
warden, thus preventing any complication. 

THE FOREST PRODUCT. 

In accordance with the provisions of the law, I submit herewith 
statement showing " amount of lumber manufactured and wood 
used for commercial purposes from timber grown in the State." 
These figures are for the calendar year 1910, as it is impossible, 
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on account of the large amount of work required and, further, for 
the reaBon that several mills cut to the end of the year, to secure 
these statistics in time for the annual report of any year. 

Fobebt Product fob 1910. 

Number 

Lumbar. Piupwood of Mill* 

Spool**. Ft. 8. M Cord*. Heportimj. 

Spruce 118,357,500 892,680 406 

Hemlock 150,659,000 46,259 1,600 

Pine 72,753,000 2,607 1,081 

Maple 55,633,500 1,205 

Beech 31,655,000 825 

Birch 25,227,000 685 

Basswood 24,589,000 3,085 1,195 

Oak 24,479,500 860 

Chestnut 13,716,000 884 

Elm 11,071,500 783 

Ash 9,769,500 895 

Cherry 2,623,000 856 

Poplar 1,417,500 42,293 216 

Hickory 1,345,000 282 

Miscellaneous 919,500 

Balsam * 39,820 



Total 519,215,600 



Miscellaneous Matebiats. 
Bound wood for alcohol, excelsior, cooperage 

kilns, etc 217,916 cords 

Shingles 40,465,750 pieces 

Lath 49,769,400 pieces 

Heading 19,724,149 pieces 

Staves 59,346,950 pieces 

Railroad ties +804,479 pieces 

Pence posts +467,536 pieces 

Telegraph poles 28,332 pieces 

* No npanite report (orbalaun. It li included in the loUl for spruce. 

t The dst» u to iita ud port* on those reported by ■» miU* and do not include (hole eat by 
other*. The estimated quantity I* 1,300,000 ties and 2,000,000 fence post*. 
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Classification of 



Number 
Number 
Number 
Number 
If umber 
Number 
Number 
Number 
Number 
Number 



that cut 
that cut 
that cut 
that cut 
that cut 
that cut 
that cut 
that cut 
that cut 
that cut 



Mills Acoo&DIITO TO 

Produced. 
10,000,000 to 20,000, 
5,000,000 to 10,000, 
2,500,000 to 5,000, 
1,000,000 to 
500,000 to 
200,000 to 
100,000 to 
50,000 to 
25,000 to 
less than 



Quantity of Lumber 



2,500, 
1,000, 

500, 
200, 
100, 
50, 



,000 ft 

,000 ft 

,000 ft 

,000 ft 

,000 ft 

,000 ft 

,000 ft 

,000 ft 

,000 ft 

,000 ft 



lumber 
lumber 
lumber 
lumber 
lumber 
lumber 
lumber 
lumber 
lumber 
lumber 



138 
348 
423 
437 
301 
274 



Total number reporting lumber cut 1,988 

Ths Result. 
The forest product included in lumber, pulp and round wood 
for the past three years is as follows : 

1908 I,226,754,3ft5 ft b. m. 

1909 1,091,164,710 ft b. m. 

1910 927,933,291 ft b. m. 



The annual removal of 1,000,000,000 feet of wood material 
from our forest cannot go on indefinitely, and the figures show 
a decrease of 300,000,000 feet or 26 per cent in three years. 
The most authoritative statement as to the area of forests 
in the State, containing merchantable saw timber, is leas 
than 6,000,000 acres. These figures include over one and 
a half million acres of State lands upon which there is no 
-cutting. The timber cut reported would cover 22,956 acres or 
thirty-sis square miles, with boards one inch thick. The lumber 
cut averages 150 feet per acre for the entire merchantable forest 
area, but as a matter of fact this cut was secured from only a 
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part of this area and when all of the governing factors are care- 
fully considered, it is probable that the cat was not less than five 
times as much as the growth. The increase in stumpage prices 
and advent of the portable mill are to-day producing an extraor- 
dinary amount of material and will soon result in a greatly 
diminished annual product. The owner who applies forestry 
principles to the management of his land and cuts conservatively, 
is making an excellent investment. 

REFORESTING. 

The correspondence, examinations, personal requests and gen- 
eral interest in this subject has increased so rapidly, that the 
department will soon need to assign at least two foresters per- 
manently to this work. The five established nurseries at Saranac 
Inn, Lake Clear Junction and Salamanca were operated to their 
full capacity. A new nursery of about seven acres was made 
near the Coosa springs at Saratoga and plans are now being put 
into effect for another at Comstock. At the latter place a very 
large nursery will be established and prison labor utilized. The 
recommendation of Gov. John A. Dix to use this labor for the 
purpose of producing desirable planting material at a low price, 
that waste land may be made to produce necessary wood material, 
will be commended by all ; and his plan will doubtless solve the 
problem — how to secure sufficient trees at a low price for re- 
foresting the enormous area of idle land suitable only for forests. 

Stock on Hand. 
The six nurseries now contain the following stock : 

White pine transplants, four years old 535,000 

White pine transplants, three years old 3,336,500 

White pine seedlings, two years old 3,329,000 

White pine seedlings, one year old 3,775,000 

Scotch pine transplants, three years old 1,541,500 

Scotch pine transplants, two years old 230,000 



, y Google 



Conservation Commission. 47 

Scotch pine seedlings, two years old 1,020,000 

Scotch pice seedlings, one year old 498,000 

Hod pine transplants, three years old 80,500 

Bed pine seedlings, one year old 230,000 

Norway spruce transplants, three years old 165,000 

Norway spruce seedlings, two years old 543,000 

Norway spruce seedlings, one year old 372,000 

European larch transplants, three years old 9,000 

European larch transplants, two years old 45,000 

European larch seedlings, two years old 20,000 

Black locust seedlings, one year old 40,000 

Total trees in nurseries all ages 15,769,500 

Carolina poplar cuttings 150,000 

Basket willow 125,000 



The larger part of the transplants and sufficient seedlings will 
be ready for field use the coming spring. 

Peivatb Plantiho. 
The orders and sales greatly increased the past year. The 
number of sales to private parties for the past three years has been 
as follows : 

1909 189 orders 

1910 313 orders 

1911 410 orders 

The orders for the year aggregated 2,037,270 trees; 1,670,370, 
which was all we could furnish, were sold. The supply for 1912, 
now in our nurseries, ought to be sufficient not only to supply the 
entire demand, but also to furnish trees to continue the important 
work of reforesting denuded State lands in the forest preserve. 
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Tbees Sold in 1911 — By Counties. 



Albany 23,900 

Allegany 4,500 

Broome 3,250 

Cattaraugus 31,260 

Cayuga 1,000 

Chautauqua 6,250 

Chemung IT ,000 

Chenango 41,900 

Clinton 30,400 

Columbia 7,800 

Cortland 200 

Delaware 24,600 

Dutchess 68,250 

Erie 7,500 

Essex 64,800 

Franklin 60,850 

Fulton 74,500 

3,500 
3,500 
9,000 
.. 130,900 
6,000 



-Genesee . 
'Greene . . 
Hamilton . 
Herkimer . 
Jefferson . 



Lewis 46,700 

Livingston 68,000 



Madison . 
Monroe . . . . 
Montgomery . 

"Nassau 

New York . . 
Niagara . 



13,000 
4,000 
4,700 

53,000 
2,000 
1,000 
Oneida 77,700 



Onondaga . . . 

Ontario 

Orange 

Orleans 

Oswego 

Otsego 

Putnam 

Queens 

Rensselaer . . 
Richmond . . . 
Rockland . . . 
St. Lawrence . 
Saratoga . . . . 
Schenectady . 
Schoharie . . . . 
Schuyler . . . . 

Seneca 

'Steuben 

Suffolk 

Sullivan 

Tioga 

Tompkins . . . 

Ulster 

Warren 

Washington . . 

Wayne 

Westchester . . 
Wyoming . . . 
Yates 



29,600 
4,000 
27,200 



41,000 
59,400 
7,260 



21,500 

23,500 

103,000 

128,500 

1,600 



3,000 
6,000 

32,300 

12,220 
2,500 
1,450 

14,600 

126,000 

2,500 

11,000 

127,000 

5,400 



1,670,370 



The reports from purchasers show the same relatively high 
percentage of success. The indications at this early writing are 
that the demand will, next year, show a large increase in the 
number of orders and sales. 



, y Google 



, y Google 



, y Google 



Conservation Commission. 



THE FOREST PRESERVE. 

The greatest need at the present time in connection with the 
administration of the forest preserve is to determine the location 
and establish for the future the boundaries of the State's holdings. 
The appointment of an expert surveyor as chief of surveys is the 
best mark of progress along this line that has taken place in a long 
time. The enormous extent of these boundary lines (9,146 miles) 
presents a large problem, but one which can be worked out if 
sufficient funds are available. The records must be searched to 
secure notes of old surveys and many maps must be made. There 
ought to be $25,000 a year available for these surveys. The State 
has acquired these 1,600,000 acres of land in various ways and 
this commission is charged with their protection, but the first 
principle of any policy of property protection is to locate and 
mark boundaries, which unfortunately has not been done in too 
many instances. The demarcation of property lines will be of 
great assistance to the field force, also to adjacent owners, and will 
do much to reduce trespass upon the lands of the State. 

Trespass upon State land has been materially reduced in the 
past year and, with very few exceptions, was of small extent and 
related to dead material. All cases as received have been sub- 
mitted to your board. 

The question of use of the great area included in the forest pre- 
serve and the best use of this great forest deserves the most careful 
consideration and study of every citizen. The questions of leasing 
camp sites, included in approximately 400 miles of lake and 
pond frontage; applying forest management to this enormous 
holding; the sale or exchange of the several hundred parcels of 
land outside of the Adirondack and C&tskill parks, embracing 
138,625 acres ; authority to construct necessary public roads across 
State lands, and take essential steps to insure the safety or future 
of this great asset, should be carefully and fully studied. 

STATE FOREST PROBLEMS. 

FOREST FlBEB. 

The woodlands and forests are deserving of as much considera- 
tion and protection in one part of the State as in another, but 
unfortunately only a small portion of our forest lands is receiving 
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protection. New York is the only State in the northeast that does 
not exercise supervision or authority over forest fires in the entire 
State. The law should he amended to give this commission 
authority to organize in any section of the State, outside of the 
ninety-six fire towns in the forest preserve, where the forests are 
threatened and forest interests are sufficient, a suitable fire 
organization to be paid for by the territory protected and towns 
benefited. All local officers should also be required to make reports 
to the commission and sufficient authority given to compel them 
to faithfully perform their duties in connection with preventing 
and suppressing forest fires, 

RilXEOADS. 

The law now in force relative to railroads should also be 
amended to cover the entire State, wherever the value of property 
or danger from fire demands. This work should be accomplished 
with not more than one additional inspector and the co-operation 
of the Public Service Commission. 

Chestnut Babk Disease. 
The prevalence and destructive effects of the chestnut bark 
disease have received much attention during the summer. In 
co-operation with the State Department of Agriculture a survey to 
determine its extent and general condition has been completed, 
covering the eastern half of the State. This matter is of so much 
importance, the future of the chestnut as a forest tree of so much 
consequence, that the work ought to be carefully followed up. A 
conference was called by Hon. R. A. Pearson, Commissioner of 
Agriculture, which was attended by representatives of Pennsyl- 
vania, New Jersey, Massachusetts, Connecticut and this State. 
The details of the work will be incorporated in a special report at 
a later date. 

Fungus Tree Diseases. 
This disease, together with our former experience with the 
white pine blister rust and many other serious fungus troubles, 
requires the services of an expert plant pathologist. The nature 
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of nearly all of our tree diseases, the agencies by which they are 
spread and methods of control, are almost unknown. The great 
forest wealth of thU State ma;, at any time, become subject to 
ravages of other diseases. The millions of shade trees on our 
lawns and along the streets are an asset that cannot be measured 
in cash, and they too are a prey to these fungi. The appointment 
of a competent pathologist to study our tree diseases is an absolute 
necessity and no wiser expenditure of money could be made. 

State Institutions. 
A forester was detailed at the request of the Fiscal Supervisor 
of State Charities, Superintendent of Prisons and State Board of 
Lunacy, to make an examination of lands under their various 
charges and report as to proper forest management. The examina- 
tion has already been completed at thirty-eight institutions, em- 
bracing 29,000 acres, and reports will he ready for transmittal at 
an early date. The proper management of these forest areas will 
not only result in greater profit to the State, but will afford 
excellent object lessons in their localities. 

Pbxvate Co-opbbation. 
The requests for examination of private forests have greatly 
increased this year and a very large number of Bach inspections 
have been made and advice given. These are excellent examples 
of the demand for technical advice and the application of rational 
forest management. We have also been requested by a large num- 
ber of companies to give them advice in regard to the practice of 
forestry on their holdings. In order to give proper advice, it will 
be necessary to make studies to determine the rate of growth of 
various species and this work should be done at once. 

Extension and Education. 
The demand for lectures on forestry has been satisfied as far 
as our time would permit, consistent with other duties. A for- 
ester will be assigned to lecture work during a portion of the win- 
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ter and new publications will be prepared. There have been issued 
this year Bulletin 4 " Forests of Oneida County " and Bulletin 6 
" Forests of Warren County." Other bulletins relating to Shade 
Trees, General Forestry and the Chestnut Bark Disease are in 
preparation. 

Albany, N. T., December 15, 1911. 

Respectfully submitted, 

C. R. PETTIS, 
, 8upt. State Forests. 
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Thomas H. Oct Deputy Commissioner. 

Llewellyn Legge Chief Game Protector. 

Tableton H. Beau Fish Culturtst. 

Robert A. Widenmann. . . .Superintendent of Marine Fisheries. 
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DIVISION OF FISH AND GAME. 



To the Conservation Commission: 

Gehtlbmen. — In submitting the annual report of the Division 
of Fish and Game it is especially gratifying to state that the work 
of this division has progressed far beyond any point heretofore 
reached. Reference to the fact that almost $156,000 was col- 
lected for huntera' licenses for the year ending September 30, 
1911, practically all of which were issued at a dollar each, may 
serve to indicate in some slight degree the extent of the public in- 
terest in the matters committed to the jurisdiction of this division. 
The above figures show an increase of nearly $14,000 over the 
receipts of the previous year. 

The operation of the so-called " Bayne-Blauvelt Law," which 
went into effect on September 1, 1911, prohibiting the sale of 
game, except certain species, and providing for the tagging of such 
varieties as were entitled to be marketed, is demonstrating the wis- 
dom of the act, and is unquestionably a step in advance in further 
protecting native game from market hunters. The law has pro- 
duced in the few months of its operation $16,365 in revenue 
from the sale of 325,300 tags, and appears to be well observed, but 
few violations being reported. It iB on the whole satisfactory to 
the public as well as to the dealer, who finds in the tag attached to 
the game, which he purchases, a degree of protection which was 
unknown under the former law. In the city of New York from 
September 1, 1911, to January 1, 1912, there were imported from 
Europe and tagged : 

Pheasants 33,168 

Scotch grouse 16,257 

Black game 39,804 

Black plover 16,807 

Red leg partridge 21,721 
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Egyptian quail 21,786 

Carcasses of venison 1,502 

Native park raised duck 125 



151,171 



In addition to the above the following species held in storage 
from the previous year were tagged before January 1, 1912: 

Scotch grouse 1,480 

Black game 2,702 

Black plover 29,260 

Red leg partridge 3,244 

Egyptian quail .40 

Carcasses of venison 872 



37,598 



Our brief experience with the operation of this law opening, 
as ie seen, the markets of the State to a large influx of foreign game 
has served to direct attention to the possibilities of domesticating 
deer and certain varieties of game birds, and breeding them for 
market purposes. It is undeniable that we in common with our 
sister States have constantly overlooked the economic value of our 
native birds and quadrupeds, and confined ourselves almost ex- 
clusively to preserving the various species from extinction for rea- 
sons largely sentimental and for the benefit of a necessarily limited 
class of sportsmen. That European countries have been able to 
send here such large quantities of game, billed to the importers at 
reasonably low prices, emphasizes the necessity of encouraging the 
development of a new source of supply which under proper regu- 
lation ought, at no distant date, to furnish great quantities of pal- 
atable and wholesome food. 

There are in this State many large tracts of land which could 
not possibly be made arable, and much of it not even suitable for 
the pasturage of cattle. Such lands would afford excellent parks 
for the propagation of deer for commercial purposes. A few at- 
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tempts have been made along these lines even within our own bor- 
ders ; although none of them have been extensive they have on the 
whole been satisfactory. Deer raised in captivity require much 
less attention than cattle, and very little feeding even in winter. 
A doe generally has two fawns a year so that reproduction is 
rapid. Every portion of the carcass can be utilized as completely 
as in the case of cattle, so that the element of waste is negligible. 
Deer bred in private parks show little disposition to stray, and 
become tame and easily managed. 

The breeding of pheasants is attracting the attention of a con- 
siderable number bo that during the past year 374 applications 
have been received for stock birds, and 422 applications for eggs. 
Upon these 2,530 birds and 12,945 eggs were supplied. It is ex- 
pected that during the present year there will be distributed 5,000 
birds and 30,000 eggs. It has been shown by experiment that 
pheasants are the most satisfactory of the game birds for breeding 
purposes, and it is not too much to expect that in the near future 
it will be possible for us to supply the market with large quantities 
of domestic stock. 

FISH. 

This has been the banner year in our fish hatcheries. 

The total number of fish furnished for publie waters during the 
fiscal year ended September 30, 1911, was 701,448,394, an in- 
crease of more than 30 per cent, over the distribution of 1910. 
In 1907 the entire output of the nine hatcheries was 250,656,600 
fish. 

The cost of maintaining the hatcheries in 1911 was about 
$75,000, while the value of the output, based upon actual prices 
of fish from commercial hatcheries and from market rates of food 
fish of the kind which we propagate, was $212,115.42. This does 
not include the brood trout of several of our hatcheries which are 
worth nearly $8,000. 

The whole number of trout of various kinds furnished by the 
stations was 7,676,388, of which about 45 iper cent, were finger- 
lings. 

Some of the hatcheries are less productive than others, but due 
allowance should be made for location, water supply, natural ad- 
vantages and proximity to fishing grounds having species suitable 
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for artificial culture. The general results are bo favorable as to 
merit approval for the work as a whole, and improvements are 
being made as rapidly as facilities will permit. 

From its geographical position, and because of its splendid 
water supply, the Long Island Hatchery is the most profitable of 
all. Its annual yield is about one-half of the entire output of the 
nine stations, far more important results could be obtained on 
Long Island if the commission should establish, in suitable loca- 
tions, a biological station for the study of aquatic life and some 
additional hatcheries for the propagation of marine species, and 
especially shellfish and Crustacea. Among the shellfish the oyster 
has received no attention whatever so far as study of its artificial 
culture is concerned. While it is true that no government, 
either Federal or State, has made great progress in the arti- 
ficial rearing of oysters, yet sufficient is known to encourage the 
belief that oyster culture can be placed upon a basis of commer- 
cial importance. New York ranks so high in value of its indus- 
tries based upon oysters, clams and other molluaks that it should 
engage earnestly in the study of the subject, and should establish 
methods which will enable the people engaged in those industries 
to increase the supply and bring it within the reach of the poor 
man's purse. 

One of the most serious drawbacks in our present fish cultural 
operations is the lack of useful information about the diseases of 
fish. We have no one in the State service who is directly engaged 
in the study of bacteria which cause epidemics among trout In 
connection with the Biological Laboratory, it would be easy to 
secure the services of some of the most eminent scientific men in 
the country providing that the essential facilities for laboratory 
work were furnished them. The results for fish culture would be 
inestimable. 

Perhaps the most unfortunate condition observed at some of 
our stations is due to pollution of hatchery waters by drainage and 
sewage. It is true that this condition is provided for in the pres- 
ent law ; but in actual practice satisfactory remedies have not yet 
been found, and much damage has been done to brood trout. The 
state of affairs at Caledonia is one of the best illustrations of the 
harm that can be done by such pollution. Caledonia ought to be 
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the most important trout station in the State; but at the present 
time its efficiency is sadly impaired by drainage from outhouses, 
manure neaps, etc. The station at Bath was in a similar condi- 
tion until we changed the water supply entirely, and since that 
improvement the hatchery has become one of the finest in the 
State. 

New York has nearly 100 species of fish in its waters, more than 
one-half of which are marine. Unfortunately there has not been 
a zoological surrey, so far as relates to inland waters, for a half 
century or longer, and we are not in possession of such practical 
knowledge of our aquatic resources as we should have. 

In transmitting the report of the Superintendent of Marine 
Fisheries I beg to call attention to the growing importance and 
great possibilities of this Bureau and to emphasize the necessity 
of suitable legislation if its resources are to be developed to any- 
thing approaching their limit. 

The State in the past has given away, for little or no compensa- 
tion, to individuals by grants in perpetuity, and has ceded to towns 
and counties on Long Island thousands of acres of its most vain- 
able shellfish lands. It was not until 1908 that the first genuine 
advance was made giving recognition to the economic value of our 
marine fisheries. By franchises the State has thus disposed of 
about 16,000 acres while the acreage under lease is slightly less. 
About 70,000 acres are under local jurisdiction exclusively, paying 
no revenue to the State. Most of the lands leased pay an annual 
rental of $2 per acre, and the present law provides a uniform an- 
nual tax of twenty-five cents per acre. From these two sources a 
total revenue of $20,583.90 was received for the fiscal year. Con- 
trast this with the fact that the State of Rhode Island with about 
17,000 acres under lease derives an annual revenue of $133,000 
therefrom and it becomes obvious, the extent to which the State 
has been wronged through unwise shellfish legislation. The ill- 
advised character of the present system of taxation by which a 
tax of twenty-five cents per acre is levied upon all shellfish 
lands regardless of value or productivity has been called to 
public attention so many times as to make mention of it here super- 
fluous. There unquestionably is a strong difference of opinion 
concerning the proper method of taxing shellfish lands. This 
State should adopt either a system of assessment for these lands 



, y Google 



60 Rbpobt oir the Cohhebvation Commission. 

based upon their value after an intelligent appraisal or a small 
tax per bushel of product should be levied. Both of these meth- 
ods are in vogue in other States. Rhode Island and Connecticut 
nave adopted the former method, while the latter is found upon 
the statute books of Maryland and Louisiana. In 1910 the Legis- 
lature of Connecticut authorized a commission to investigate 
oyster properties and to present to the Legislature its recommen- 
dations and proposed legislation for the purpose of carrying them 
into effect. This work was done in a thorough and exhaustive 
manner, and the report to the Legislature made by this commis- 
sion is of particular interest to us by reason of the fact that it rec- 
ommends the imposition of a tax upon each bushel of product as 
being the fairest method and suggests that the law taxing oyster 
franchises be amended : " To provide for a minim-pm tax of $10 
per acre for all grants held under such franchises at the present tax 
of fifteen mills and in addition a productivity tax of two or three 
cents per bushel upon all seed or other oysters taken from such 
grants in this State for sale or for the purpose of removal out of 
the State. The act also should provide for confidential reports by 
the producers and a proper system of State inspection of same. 
All to be under the direction and supervision of the Shellfish Com- 
mission." If our law were amended to provide for an annual tax 
of two cents per bushel upon all shellfish produced and sold it is 
believed that a revenue of at least $125,000 could be derived 
therefrom. All of which should be used and made available for 
the Bureau of Marine Fisheries for the purpose of affording 
greater protection to the lands devoted to shellfish culture, the 
expenses incident to sanitary inspection, and for the maintenance 
of a marine hatchery and a biological station on Long Island 
where scientific methods of shellfish culture could be studied. 

With proper tax laws, with proper netting regulations and a sys- 
tem of equitable net and trap licenses a great increase in the reve- 
nues and development of the Bureau of Marine Fisheries is pos- 
sible. 

I herewith append the annual reports of the State Fish Cul- 
turist, the Chief Game Protector and the Superintendent of 
Marine Fisheries. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

THOMAS H, OUT. 

Dated December 30, 1911. 



, y Google 



ANNUAL REPORT 



CHIEF GAME PROTECTOR. 



, y Google 



, y Google 



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CHIEF GAME 
PROTECTOR. 



To the Hon. Thomas H. Guy, Deputy Commissioner, Division of 
Fish and Game: 

Sib. — I respectfuUy submit herewith my report on the enforce- 
ment of the Forest, Fish and Game Law of the State of New York 
for the year 1911. The statistical tables which follow ahow a 
substantial increase in the number of cases prosecuted. The reg- 
ular protectors prosecuted this last fiscal year more cases than dur- 
ing the preceding year, having a gain of fifty-four. The apparent 
deficiency in recoveries is occasioned by reason of the $14,000 
recoveries in two actions prosecuted against parties in New York 
city during the fall of 1909. If this recovery of $14,000 is ex- 
cluded from last year's total, there is a net gain in recoveries over 
last year of $323.35. 

The special protectors did not equal last year's record in the 
number of cases prosecuted, having only 258 cases to their credit 
this year as compared with 323 cases last year ; but the recoveries 
are more favorable. In the 323 cases prosecuted in 1910 the re- 
coveries amounted to $6,551.08; this year the recoveries amount 
to $6,195.80. "When it is taken into consideration that but 83 
special protectors performed work as against 104 last year, it will 
be noticed that while fewer specials worked, the average gross re- 
covery was larger, while the average expense for prosecuting a case 
is less than for the preceding year. This, no doubt, is due to the 
fact that in February, 1910, many of the special protectors were 
dropped from the force for nonperformance of work, which makes 
it apparent that the active specials performed greater service be- 
cause of the weeding out of the inactive ones. 

The average gross recovery and costs in each case is very com- 
mendable, in view of the fact that all men prosecuted were not 
fined. The majority, of course, were ; but many received sus- 
pended sentences on pleas of guilty, others were acquitted from 
John Doe proceedings, and twenty-three persons were sent to jail 
for a collective period of 1,123 days. 
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CODIFICATION OF THE GAME LAWS. 

The law passed at the last session of the Legislature, providing 
for the codification of the Game Law, should have the indorsement 
of every sportsman of the State of New York, as the present law 
is very complicated, and not readily understood by the sportsmen 
at large. As the codified laws are to be reported to the Governor 
of the State of New York not later than January 15th, and as 
the Conservation Commission employed experts to have charge, 
under its direction, of the codification, assisted by the heads of 
the different departments of the Division of Fish and Game, it will 
therefore be unnecessary to make any recommendation in rela- 
tion to game law amendments in the annual report, as all such 
recommendations will be made to the committee having the codi- 
fication of the game laws in charge. In placing this matter before 
the codification committee, I endeavored to make it plain that 
the game laws can only be enforced when they appeal to the 
common sense of the sportsmen. If they are considered unjust 
and ill advised, an army of protectors cannot enforce them. As 
the department has only ninety-five game protectors at the present 
time, and as there are more than 200,000 sportsmen in the State, 
who hunt, fish and trap, it ie a difficult problem to apprehend 
every violator of the law. The majority of sportsmen desire to 
see game increase by the enforcement of proper common sense 
laws. Unwise laws are apt to be dead letters, observed by a few 
honorable sportsmen, it is true, but violated without hesitation by 
the many, who consider them unjust, and realize that the danger 
of detection and of punishment is improbable, save when one of 
the game protectors happens to be on the spot 

Every time the Game Law is violated with impunity, the moral 
sense of the violator is weakened and his respect for the law is les- 
sened ; but if the sense of the community in which he resides is in 
favor of a strict enforcement of the law, the breaker of that law 
will be severely judged by his associates. Let the game laws be 
so worded as to meet the wishes of conservative sportsmen, and 
there will be less flagrant violations than there are at the present 
time. 
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I do not think it is advisable to waste time striving to pass local 
game laws, but have recommended that all proposed changes in 
the present law be restricted as far as possible to those which are 
based on broad gauge principles and will recommend themselves 
to the large majority of sportsmen who, while earnestly wishing 
to preserve our fish and game, still think that a reasonable amount 
of sport should be enjoyed. 



SPECIAL PROTECTORS. 

On January 1, 1911, there were 566 Bpecial protectors scattered 
throughout the State, a great many of whom never made reports as 
required by law to the department. Therefore it was deemed ad- 
visable to reorganize the special protector force, retaining those 
whom the division chiefs certified to as being interested in their 
work; making it necessary to dispense with the services of 859 
specials. The remaining 207 were placed in divisions under a 
division chief having charge of the territory in which the special 
protector lived, with instructions from the department to make a 
monthly report of all game violations occurring in which he had 
been interested. They were further notified that they should look 
to the division chief for instruction and assistance in matters of 
game protection. So that the specials could successfully carry on 
their work, they were furnished a supply of blanks, and the same 
printed instructions that were sent to regular protectors. 

I am glad to state that the reorganization of the special pro- 
tectors has been the means of better perfecting their work, giving 
better protection to the birds and game of the state. They have 
also been more successful with the prosecution of misdemeanors 
of the game kw, with a less expense to the state, and have carried 
out the tinstruetionsi in relation to reporting monthly to the 
division chief. 
3 
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INTERPRETATION BY THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL OF 

SECTION 98 OF THE FOREST, FISH AND 

GAME LAV. 

In May, 1910, chapter 256 of the Laws of 1910, providing for 
the protection of wild birds in this State, was enacted. This is 
section 98 of the Forest, Fish and Game Law, the provisions of 
which were to take effect July 1, 1911. Sciama & Company, a 
corporation engaged in importing and dealing in birds' plumage, 
brought an action in the United States Circuit Court, Southern 
District of New York, for an injunction restraining Attorney- 
General Carmody and Forest, Fish and Game Commissioner 
Fleming from enforcing its provisions upon the ground that it was 
unconstitutional because it deprived this corporation of its prop- 
erty without due process of law and denied it the equal protection 
of the law in violation of the Fourteenth Amendment of the 
Constitution of the United States. It was alleged that at the 
time the act became a law Sciama & Company had on hand for 
sale $60,000 worth of plumage and feathers prohibited by the 
statutes and that between the time it became a law on May 7th, 

1910, and the date when it took effect on July 1st, 1911, it had 
not had time to dispose of the $60,000 worth of plumage, and 
that the statute violates the Constitution in depriving it of the 
right of disposing of the balance. The direct attack upon the law 
was that the Legislature had no right to classify birds into fam- 
ilies for no such classification had ever teen universally agreed 
upon and dealers could not tell whether they were or were not 
violating the law. 

The Attorney-General presented to the court a number of affi- 
davits of world-famed ornithologists to show that the attack on the 
law was unjustified and that the Legislature adopted a correct 
standard in classifying birds by way of families. 

The case was argued before Hon. Henry W. Ward of the 
United States Circuit Court in New York City, September 29, 

1911. The attorneys for the complainant were Mayer and Gil- 
bert and Hon. Julius Mayer argued the case for complainant. 

Judge Ward, before whom the case was argued, held that the 
law did not violate the Fourteenth Amendment and denied the 
motion. 
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TRANSPLANTING FISH. 

Upon being apprised of the fact that the construction of the 
Croton reservoir would make it necessary to drain Kensico lake, 
a protector was placed in charge of the work of saving the fish, 
and with the assistance of the sportsmen of Westchester county 
5,614 game fish, mostly black base, were transferred from Kensico 
lake to Bye, Byron, Tompkins and Silver lakes and Fleasantville 
reservoir. While the majority of the fish transferred were small 
mouth black bass, there were several brook trout, a large number 
of pickerel, white perch, catfish, eels and suckers. 

The largest fish taken was a large mouth black bass weighing 
'I 1 /?, lbs. The next in size was a small mouth black bass weighing 
5 lbs. 6 ounces. The largest pickerel taken ■during the nine days 
that it took to transfer the fish was four pounde, and a yellow 
perch was taken thart tipped the scales at two pounds. At one 
single haul of the seine 750 fish were taken, and in one day 
there were 1,500 taken and transferred to the above waters. In 
addition to the game fish there were thousands of chubs and other 
fish transferred to the other waters as food for the game fish. 

EXCLUSION OF GAME BIRDS— INTERPRETATION BY 

ATTORNEY-GENERAL CARMODY OF FOREST, 

FISH AND GAME LAW OF THE STATE IN 

REFERENCE THERETO. 

" The provisions of the Game Law of the State, whereby certain 
game birds of foreign countries are excluded and certain others 
admitted, are not based upon geographical lines but are governed 
by ornithological classifications. The scheme of the statute is to 
permit the importation of such game birds as do not resemble those 
native to the State of New York and to prevent the importation 
of such as do resemble those native to the State, the purpose being 
to protect the native birds and not to grant or deny commercial 
favors to other nations. 
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Inq,uiby 
by the Honorable Consul-General of Norway as to the meaning of 
seotion 96b of the State Game Law, which provides that the un- 
packed carcasses of certain game birds therein specified may be 
imported into the United States, provided certain conditions 
therein named are observed, and claiming that this section may 
discriminate against the game birds of Norway, between which 
nation and the United States there exists a treaty containing what 
is known as the favored nation clause, which provides that no dis- 
crimination as to imports and exports of the United States and 
Norway shall be made in favor of articles of a like nature from 
other countries. 

Opinion 

" The provisions of section 96b of the State Game Law, bo far as 
involved in this inquiry, are as follows: 

" ' The unplucked carcasses of pheasants of all species, Scotch 
grouse, European black game, European black plover, European 
red legged partridges and Egyptian quail may be imported into 
this State from without the United States and sold therein from 
September 1st to March 1st, both inclusive, provided that imme- 
diately upon their importation and before they shall have been 
sold by the importer there shall be affixed tags or seals," etc 

" The names used in tiie above section to specify different kinds 
of game birds are not geographical, but scientific. The provision 
is a part of the Game Law of the State, enacted pursuant to its 
police powers, now clearly recognized by our courts, and haB for 
its purpose the protection of game birds native to the State of 
New York or belonging to families, specimens of which have been 
or are found or may exist within the State. 

" The term ' Scotch grouse ' is used to designate a particular 
species of bird, known scientifically as lagojms scoticus, found in 
all of the British Isles, and is commonly called simply " grouse," 
sometimes * red grouse,' or ' moor fowl.' It is not UBed to des- 
ignate grouse from Scotland. This species is found quite as 
Abundantly in England, Scotland, Ireland, the Hebrides and the 
Orkneys. If found in Norway or any other country it would be 
admitted into this State under the above section. 
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" The term ' European black game ' is commonly applied to a 
species of which the male is called the ' black cock ' and the 
female the ' grey hen/ and ia classified scientifically aa lyru/rua 
teiria. The designation ' European black game ' describes the 
particular species, and not the location where it is found. As a 
matter of fact, this species is found in Norway and in most Euro- 
pean countries and may be imported under the above section. 

" ' European red legged partridges ' refer to the several species 
of this genus found in the various European countries north of 
Belgium. It is also found to some extent in Great Britain, in the 
mountains of Southern Europe and in Northern Africa and Sar- 
dinia. The word is used in the plural for the purpose, apparently, 
of including all species of the genus in which the partridge is in- 
eluded. If found in Norway it would be admitted into this State. 
The term ' Egyptian quail ' used in the section does not refer 
to quail found in Egypt alone, but is the common migratory 
quail of Europe. 

" The term 'European 'black plover ' used in the section, is un- 
known to scientific classification. I am therefore unable to deter- 
mine to what genus or species of birds it may be applied. 

"It will be seen from these specific classifications 1 that the general 
intent of the law is to admit or reject birds by families or species, 
rather than by geographical territory, and this for the purpose, not 
of granting favors to certain nations and withholding them from 
others, but for the purpose of preventing the importation into this 
State of birds so closely resembling our native species as to permit 
the slaughtering of the native species and their possession for the 
purpose of sale, under the claim that they are imported from for- 
eign countries. 

" All of tile species specified in section 96b are admitted, no mat- 
ter in what part of the world they are found. Many of them, ac- 
cording to climatic conditions may be, if they are not, native of 
Norway. The learned Consul-General asks whether or not the 
above section is meant to exclude Norwegian grouse or ptarmigan, 
while admitting grouse from Scotland. The exclusion of Nor- 
wegian grouse or ptarmigan is based upon the resemblance to birds 
native of the State of New York. There are two species of the 
Norwegian grouse or ptarmigan (the terms are used interchange- 
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ably), one of them, the lagopus lagopua, is identical with our 
American Willow ptarmigan, while the other is indistinguishable 
from our Rock ptarmigan in its winter plumage and closely resem- 
bles it at other seasons. These species are not only found in Nor- 
way but in other countries of Northern Europe, and are excluded 
no matter from what country they come, simply because of their 
similarity to our native species. 

" If there be any discrimination against the game of Norway as 
a matter of fact, by reason of the principles underlying our State 
Game Law, it is due to the geographical position of Norway, and 
applies equally to all countries lying in the same latitude. Many 
of the birds of Northern regions are the same in the Eastern and 
Western hemispheres. The greater the distance from the Arctic 
regions the more difference is there between the species of the two 
Continents. The ptarmigan, for instance, is a bird of far North- 
ern distribution. Hence the close similarity between the ptar- 
migan of America and those of Europe. On the other hand, the 
pheasants, the red legged partridges and the Egyptian quail belong 
to groupB of more Southern distribution and are wholly different 
from any American species, and belong to different families from 
birds of similar names found in this State. 

" It will therefore be seen from this Bpeeific discussion of the 
classification mentioned in section 96b of the State Game Law that 
there is no intention of violating the favored nation clause in the 
treaty between the United States and Norway or other countries, 
and that there actually haB been no violation of the terms of those 
treaties." 



The game protectorB stationed in the Adirondack region report 
that as a whole the deer are more plentiful this year than ever be- 
fore, but in some parts of the Adirondack regions, particularly in 
the vicinity of Long Lake West, the deer are not as plentiful as 
formerly, as there were a great many of them winter-killed during 
the past winter. To meet this situation an appropriation was 
made during the last session of the Legislature which is to be used 
for the purpose of preserving the deer from starvation. For pur- 
poses of experiment hay wrb cut from the different beaver mead- 
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ows throughout the Adirondack^, and placed upon cribs in small 
cocks. At the time the hay is moved and stacked, salt is placed in 
the cock, which induces the deer to eat it readily, although it is 
not their native food. 

The department receives during the year a great many bills 
from persons from different parts of the State for damages done 
by deer and other game. The following is one of the bills sent 
to the department during the past year. The name of the party 
claiming damages is omitted, though the letter is given verbatim : 

" May and June. To damage done by a buck deer for chasing 
cows and young cattle through the pasture and woods, and scat- 
tering them, and so frightening them it was almost impossible 
to get them home for ten days, and compelled me to build fence 
on another part of my farm at an expense of $20 to me, in order 
to keep them away from the deer. I claim damage to cows and 
shrinkage on milk, and time hunting and chasing them np, $35 ; 
extra fence building, which I was compelled to on account of 
deer, $15; total damage claimed by me is $50.00." 

The commission has no funds for paying such bills, or law 
under which they can be paid. 

THE SULLIVAN LAV. 
The following communication was sent to all county, city and 
town clerks: 

" Minors under the age of sixteen cannot obtain 
hunting licenses. 

" In response to a request for an opinion as to the application 
of the Sullivan Law, chapter 1&5 of the Laws of 1911, which pro- 
hibits the carrying or use of dangerous weapons, to the issuing of 
hunting licenses under section 104 to persons under the age of 
sixteen years, the county clerks were advised that the Sullivan 
Law materially affects theisBuingof hunting licenses to any person 
under the age of sixteen, as the Sullivan Law strictly prohibits the 
carrying or possession of any gun, revolver, pistol or other firearm 
or any airgun, spring-gun or other instrument or weapon in which 
the propelling force is a spring or air or any instrument or weapon 
commonly known as a toy pistol or in or upon which any loaded 
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or blank cartridges are need, or may be used, or any loaded or 
blank cartridges or ammunition, therefor, and for a violation of 
this law the person so apprehended and convicted shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor. 

" Inasmuch as there has never been any age limit fixed upon 
in regard to a person obtaining a hunting license from the clerks 
of the different communities of the State, the county, city and 
town clerks were permitted to use their discretion as to the issu- 
ance. The Sullivan Act now precludes the possibility of obtaining 
hunting licenses by persons under the age of sixteen." 

CARRYING OF DANGEROUS WEAPONS. 

George V. S. Williams, counsel to the Conservation Com- 
mission, states that the amendment to the Penal Law, chapter 195 
of the Laws of 1911, in relation to the sale and carrying of danger- 
ous weapons, does not affect the carrying or having in possession 
shotguns or rifles of such size that they are incapable of being 
concealed on the person, unless the weapons are carried: or posses- 
sed with intent to use the same unlawfully against another, 

STATE GAME FARM. 

The State game farm located at Sherburne, N. Y., distributed 
throughout the State during the year 1911, 2,533 pheasants and 
12,945 pheasant eggs. Arrangements have already been perfected 
to increase the brood birds to the number of 1,000. I am 
assured by the superintendent of the game farm that this will 
double the output for the year 1912. The buildings on the game 
farm have all been repaired and painted, a new team and harness 
purchased, and everything done to help increase the supply of 
birds and eggs for the coming year. Also, experiments are being 
carried on in relation to the raising of ruffed grouse for propaga- 
tion purposes, and before long it is hoped that these finest of game 
birds may be sent out for stocking the covers of the State. 

NON-RESIDENT TAXPAYERS) HUNTING LICENSES. 

The Non-resident Taxpayers' Law enacted at the last session 
of the Legislature is giving general satisfaction, and the county, 
city and town clerks have been instructed to only issue a non- 
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resident taxpayer's hunting license to a person who is a bona fide 
taxpayer in the State of New York and a citizen of the United 
States, the department holding that an unnaturalized person or 
an alien, although paying taxes in the State, is not entitled to take 
out a nonresident taxpayer's hunting license. 

BLUE POINT OYSTER LAW. 

In the early part of January it was brought to the attention of 
the department that some firms throughout the State were selling 
under the name of blue points oysters which were not blue points, 
which is a violation of the law. Acting on the information in the 
possession of the department, protectors were detailed to investi- 
gate the alleged violation, also to thoroughly look over all cold 
storage plants, hotels and restaurants to see that there were no 
violations of the woodcock, grouse and duck law, with a result 
that the protectors seized a total number of 567 birds, and secured 
thirty blue point oyster violations. 

BEAVER. 

Reports from all quarters of the Adirondack* show that the 
beaver are continuing to increase in number, and in some in- 
stances are doing real damage to the timber on private campB. 
In one instance it was necessary for the department to place 
140 rods of fine woven wire for the purpose of keep- 
ing the beaver from cutting poplar trees on private property. 
The department put up a 100 -rod fine woven wire fence 
on the property of Dr. Nicoll's camp in the vicinity of Old Forge 
and forty rods on land owned by a Mr. DeCamp. This fence has 
proven a success, and prevents the beaver from cutting trees on the 
Nicolls and DeCamp land. 

OPEN SEASON. 

The department has answered a great many hundred letters 
in relation to the law that was passed during the last session of 
the Legislature, which provides that " The open season is the 
time during which fish, fowl, birds or quadrupeds may be taken. 
If in accordance with the provisions of the Game Law the open 
season commences or ends on a Sunday, it shall be deemed to com- 
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mence or end, as the ease may be, on the Saturday immediately 
preceding each Sunday." This law has given general satisfac- 
tion to the sportsmen throughout the State. 

THE BANNER DIVISIONS. 

The conditions in the Metropolitan and Long Island Division 
in relation to the protection of game have improved greatly during 
the year 1911, and I wish to make special mention of the efficient 
and energetic work carried on by this division. The department 
has received a great many complaints from the people of Long 
Island in relation to the shooting of duckB between sunset and 
sunrise. Protectors were ordered to the vicinity of Eaton's Neck 
to put a stop to this practice, and on Thanksgiving morning at 
Eaton's Neck, the protectors who had been given charge of the 
suppressing of the illegal killing of ducks between sunset and 
sunrise apprehended twenty men who were taken before Justice 
George C. Hendrickson of Huntington, Long Island. The men 
apprehended decided to stand trial, and retained lawyers to 
defend them. The first case was that of Charles Hendrickson 
(in no way related to Judge Hendrickson), who was tried on a 
charge of violation of section 170 of the Game Law, and found 
guilty by the justice, who suspended sentence. The other nine- 
teen men plead guilty, and sentence was suspended in each case. 
After the twenty cases were disposed of, a second charge was 
brought against Charles Hendrickson for shooting without a 
license. He also plead guilty to this offense, and sentence was 
again suspended. 

The department had gone to a great deal of trouble and expense 
to apprehend these men, on whom the justice suspended sentence, 
although they plead guilty. The department not being satisfied 
with the disposition of the caseB, penalty actions were brought 
against those men by Mr. H. Leroy Austin, who was the com- 
missioner at that time, but were dismissed by Hon. Thomas Hott 
Osborne, who succeeded Mr. Austin as commissioner. 

I also wish to call attention to the splendid work done by the 
Central New York Division. Although there were but six pro- 
tectors in this division there were successfully prosecuted 116 



, y Google 



COBSBRVATIOH COMMISSION. 75 

cases, which gives the division an average of nineteen cases per 
protector ; a gross recovery of $2,749.95, with an average recovery 
per case of $23.76 ; a total cost of $2>24.20, with an an average cost 
per case of only $1.92. The average cost per ease of $1.92 shows 
the efficiency of the protectors in handling their cases without a 
large cost to the State. 

CANNED GAME. 

Another piece of good work which has had a far-reaching effect 
was the eliminating from the New York market of the sale of 
canned game. The department was able through the verdict given 
in the Andujar case before Judge Gerard of the Supreme Court 
to put a stop to dealers in New York selling game that had been 
canned and was being distributed throughout the entire State. 
The birds that were being used for canning purposes came from 
North Carolina and Virginia, and thousands of those canned 
were being sold and distributed in Now York city. The Franco- 
American Company are no longer canning any game. Under the 
Bayne bill it would be impossible for them to Bell any of those 
goods, but at the time the case was taken up the Bayne bill was 
not thought of. 

Mr. Osborne who was Commissioner at that time, also, dis- 
missed those canned goods cases, which were being prosecuted by 
the protectors of the Metropolitan and Long Island Division. 

THE TAGGING OF GAME. 

The so-called Bayne Law prohibiting the sale of native game 
in New York baa devolved upon the department many new and 
arduous duties. This law is one of the best game protective 
measures ever passed. Each species of imported game must have 
a tag indicating that the importation agents have tagged and 
passed upon the shipment, and found its contents not to belong to 
our native species. The tagging of shipments of game imported 
from without the United States into the State of New York has 
entailed new routine and additional work, and by the system 
adopted the department can now put its finger upon any ship- 
ment of game in the State of New York made at any given date. 
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The result of the enforcement of this law is that the pot hunter 
has lost his market It has been supplied by foreign game, and 
the inducement to kill native game animals has greatly lessened. 
Dealers have also grown to look upon the sale of native wild game 
as being attended with too much useless risk ; hence, the market 
hunter has been discouraged on every side. This of course means 
a tendency toward a better observation of the Game Law and the 
practical preservation of our game. 

LLEWELLYN LEGGE, 

Ohief Protector. 
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ANNUAL REPORT, SUPERINTENDENT OF 
MARINE FISHERIES. 



To Hon. Thomas H. Guy, Deputy Conservation Commissioner; 

Sib. — Pursuant to the requirements of section 153 of the Con- 
servation Law, I hare the honor to present herewith a report cover- 
ing the business of the Bureau of Marine Fisheries for the fiscal 
year closing September 30, 1811. 

Hereto attached I beg to present the report of the engineer of 
the Bureau of Marine Fisheries, from which it will be seen that 
the tri angulations made between Hor ton's Point and Orient Point 
and Plum Island, about thirteen miles in length, were carried for- 
ward, being a continuation of the coast survey between Port Jef- 
ferson and Horton's Point, in which district thirty-six signals 
were plotted and established. 

Sixty-one surveys of individual lots or tracts covering 6,992.2 
acres were made, of which 2,192.2 acres are original surveys for 
new leases and 4,700 acres are resurveys. Included in these were 
thirty-six relocation surveys covering 255.5 acres in Raritan bay, 
4,436.5 acres in Long Island sound and eight acres in Jamaica bay. 

Observation has shown that a number of signals need either 
repair or replacement, and this work should be authorized in the 
coming year. 

GROUNDS APPLIED FOR AND GRANTED. 

During this fiscal year there were applied for and granted: 

Karitan bay 1,732.6 acres. 

East river 50 acres. 

Long Island sound 270 acres. 

Hempstead 1 acres. 

East Chester bay 6 acres. 



Total 2,059.6 



as per Schedule "A," hereto attached. 
4 [071 
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There were further applied for sixty-four acres which were not 
granted, the grounds covered by the same having been declared 
natural oyster grounds ; and there were forfeited to the State nine- 
teen acres, as per schedule " B," hereto attached. 

There have been applied for (the applications being on file in 
this Bureau) the following lands: 

East Chester bay 4.6 acres. 

Hudson river . 100 acres. 

Raritan bay 860 acres. 

Long Island Bound 821 acres. 

Hempstead 10 acres. 

Total 1,798.6 acres. 

as per Schedule " C," hereto attached. 

FRANCHISES SURRENDERED TO THE STATE. 

As per Schedule " D," seventeen franchises, covering 123.? 
acres, were surrendered to the State, covering: 

Little Keck bay 7.5 acres. 

Raritan bay 46 . 4 acres. 

Long Island sound. 69.8 acres. 

Total 123.7 acres. 

LEASES SURRENDERED TO THE STATE. 

Twenty-five parcels of land held under lease from the State, 
covering: 

Long Island sound 311.5 acres, 

Jamaica bay 53 . 8 acres. 

EaBt Chester bay 100.6 acres. 

Raritan bay 3 acres. 

Total 468.9 acres. 

as per Schedule " E," hereto attached, were surrendered. 
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These lands, covered by franchises as well aa leases, with few 
exceptions, have been found either unsuitable for the cultivation 
of shellfish, or their value has been destroyed by the excessive 
pollution of the waters. 

There are now held under franchises granted by the State, as 
per Schedule "F," 15,991.6 acres, and under lease from the 
State, as per Schedule "6," 15,336.9 acres, a total of 31,328.5 ' 
acres. 

REVENUES DERIVED. 

The revenues of this Bureau are, as heretofore, obtained 

From rentals $13,166 68 

Taxes 7,417 27 

Penalties 464 67 

Interest 7 15 

License fees 2,080 00 

Forfeited deposits 145 00 

Recording fees 219 00 

Relocation surveys 194 80 

Total $28,694 02 

as per Schedule " H," hereto attached. 

The expenditures of the Bureau were as follows : 

Office expenses $3,076 35 

Survey of shellfish lands 161 00 

Shellfish Convention 80 62 

Salaries 15,929 20 

Expenses of employees 8,498 69 

Total $22,694 86 



as per Schedule " I," hereto attached. -i 

This would show a surplus revenue accruing to the State of 

$999.16. 

The receipts of the Bureau hare annually increased, and a very 

much larger revenue could readily be obtained without imposing 

upon the fishermen and oystermen of this State an excessive but- 
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den if our laws were made to conform with the advanced ideas 

now governing the marine fisheries of other States and countries. 

Before the adoption of the law of 1908, the revenue for the 

preceding eight years from 1901 to 1908 inclusive, was as follows ; 

1901 ...". $1,812 40 

1902 1,589 84 

1903 1,574 94 

1904 1,528 22 

1906 2,496 79 

1906 8,321 30 

1907 4,836 18 

1908 6,950 93 

Under the law of 1908, the increase is shown as follows: 

1909 $17,600 37 

1910 24,745 95 

1911 28,694 02 



The Bureau deals with a great economic proposition, one not 
only of production but primarily of careful and scientific 
propagation. 

In no department of the Conservation Commission is there 
a better opportunity to show the results of not only conservation 
but progressive and scientific augmentation than in the marine 
fisheries of our State — and augmentation, the increase of the 
product of our marine fisheries, must be the goal aimed at if the 
true object of conservation as applied to fisheries is to be attained. 
This field has been but slightly touched. By the practical appli- 
cation of approved modern methods, the economic value of our 
marine fisheries can be quintupled, and in many instances in- 
creased tenfold in from five to ten years. The importance of the 
questions involved should be clearly discernible. 

This is illustrated and confirmed by actual experience. Five 
years ago lobsters were a rarity in the waters of this State. Since 
artificial propagation has been introduced this species has rapidly 
increased so that our fisheries of this valuable crustacean are 
already producing gratifying results, and we can confidently 
expect that their output henceforth will steadily and repaidly in- 
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crease. The State of Maine has benefited by the same experience, 
so that in six years the catch of lobsters has increased 100 per 
oent, the returns of 1910 being 9,360,000 pounds, and valued at 
$2,145,000. 

In our own State the propagation of tom-cod has increased 
the catch fully 150 per cent within the last five years, and the 
propagation of flat-fish and flounders has lowered the price from 
ten or twelve cents to two and three cents in the wholesale market 

That our marine fisheries furnish abundant and wholesome 
sport to a great army of hook and line fishermen and that our 
professional market fishermen furnish the hardiest mariners and 
the nucleus for our mercantile and national marine service ought 
not to be overlooked. 

It is practically impossible to furnish an accurate statement as 
to the value of the product of these fisheries in our State, for the 
reason that those engaged in the shellfisheries have not been obliged 
by law to furnish accurate statistical information, while those en- 
gaged in the marine fisheries, i. e., the catching of marine fish and 
lobsters, are not required to and do not make any statement as to 
the value of these latter fisheries, and a request for such statistical 
information made to the fishermen brings forth either unreliable 
or misleading figures, or, generally, none. 

While the catch of oysters, clams and scallops has shown a 
steady annual decrease, competent judges estimate its value last 
year at from $10,000,000 to $12,000,000. Such information as 
can be secured indicates that the value of the catch of our marine 
food fishes is at least as great as that of our sheUnsheries. The 
delivery of 700,000 pounds of blue, weak, fiat and butter-fish, bass 
and porgies, at Fulton market, this city, from September 10th to 
15th (five days) is an indication of the volume of the business. 

It must, of course, be admitted that conditions for the propa- 
gation of shellfish in our marine waters are not as favorable ae 
they are in the waters of some States, especially those to the south 
of us and of Europe. The oyster beds of the Gulf and Atlantic 
coast south of Cape Hatteras are laved by the currents of the Gulf 
stream, and receive, therefore, not only abundant food material, 
but, what is of equal importance, waters of an even and favorable 
temperature. The Gulf stream, however, leaves our coast at 
Cape Hatteras and, crossing the Atlantic, strikes the western coast 
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of Europe, Portugal, Spain, France and England, and there its 
benefits are again utilized for the cultivation of mollusks. Be- 
sides, the European oyster is an hermaphrodite, and the union of 
spawn and milt is therefore much more readily secured. On our 
own coasts, however, the Arctic current in its southward trend im- 
pinges upon our coast and channels, and in our own particular 
situation, the effect of this is enhanced by the fact that our oyster 
grounds, with few exceptions, are swept by the severe storms com- 
ing from the east and northeastward from the Atlantic ocean, and, 
therefore, are exposed to their full effect, each carrying with it a 
rapid fluctuation of the temperatures of the water. A change of 
but a few degrees in temperature will advance or retard the spawn- 
ing of our mollusks for days and weeks. To increase the diffi- 
culty, the American oyster contains the male and the female in 
different shells, and the union of spawn and milt is, therefore, 
more problematical, and a set much more difficult to attain. We 
hare, however, on our coast numerous locations which could be 
used for the securing of the young of this species, but these ad- 
vantages so freely offered by nature have never been utilized. 

Many of our progressive oyster-growers, recognizing the difficul- 
ties under which their industry is conducted, have brought ship- 
loads of oysters from the South and transplanted them into some 
of the quieter waters of our State with the hope of thereby secur- 
ing more stable conditions in the industry. 

The law should require that all oyster grounds leased from the 
State should be marked by stakes or buoys, the size and kind of 
which should be prescribed, and all such stakes should have placed 
on them in large readable characters the number of the bed. If 
this were done, as it is in other States, the trespassing of one lessee 
upon the beds of the other could be prevented. It would also en- 
able this Bureau to readily find the lands which have either been 
returned to or reclaimed by the State, and to remove therefrom 
the stakes placed on them by the planters. At present a number 
of grounds released and returned to the State are still being 
claimed and used by the ex-lessees. 

All ovstermen should be required, under penalty of forfeiture 
of license for failure, to make annual statistical returns. 

For the protection of hard and soft shell clams and scallops, 
there is practically no legislation excepting that adopted by either 
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boards of supervisors or town boards, and while the set this year 
has been an excellent one, the demand is such that the want of any 
restrictive legislation baa already greatly decreased our annual 
catch, and, if continued, will destroy all the members of this spe- 
cies. Careful experiments made by the Bureaus of Marine Fish- 
eries of other States and the Federal government have shown that, 
like other species, this mollusk can be propagated, and were the 
State to furnish proper facilities for this purpose, the catch of this 
succulent and valuable mollusk could within a very short time be 
largely increased. Legislation for the protection of these species 
is urgently needed. 

There should be an inspection of oyster-shucking, packing and 
shipping houses, and sanitary conditions should be provided for 
by law. 

As already stated, but a few years ago the lobster was practically 
extinct in our waters, and when the first efforts at propagation 
were made, following the lines laid down by the National Bureau 
of Fisheries, our cuHurists were ridiculed. Results, however, 
have shown that the attempts at propagation were more than justi- 
fied. This year's hatch of 48,000,000 fry will largely contribute 
to the increase of this crustacean. This work was, however, done 
by our State Fish Culturist under the most disadvantageous con- 
ditions. A half dozen old shad-hatching boxes were rigged as 
hatching-boxes and placed in Fort Pond bay. The berry lobsters 
were obtained through the courtesy and kindness of the local fisher- 
men there, and especially through that of Mr, E. H. Tuthill of 
Montauk, whose assistance in this work cannot be too highly com- 
mended, for it was often rendered at considerable loss to himself. 
The eggs were placed in these hatching-boxes — a quantity of 
them were shipped to the Cold Spring hatchery, thus furnishing a 
Bupply for the north shore of Long Island — and liberated on the 
spot as they hatched. Young lobsters are cannibals and, if left 
in large numbers in any given locality, will destroy each other, 
and when, further, these small crustaceans form the natural food 
of the dog-fish, as is shown by the fact that this fish is being caught 
in largely annual increased quantities in Fort Pond bay, the loca- 
tion of the hatcheries, it will be seen that a large part of this 
work is unproductive even though the actual results have been 
gratifying. 
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Careful experiments show that about 2 per cent of the lob- 
sters hatched at hatcheries reach maturity, while if the young fry 
is held in captivity until it has reached ita fourth stage, the stage 
in which its shell hardens and it is able to take care of and protect 
itself from its natural enemies, full; 60 per cent of the hatch 
will reach maturity and become of commercial value. Our laws 
on this valuable species are embraced in one paragraph, section 
205 of the Forest, Fish and Game Law, which prohibits their tak- 
ing at a less size than nine inches in length. Lobsters reach ma- 
turity, i. e., the reproductive age, when eight or nine inches long,. 
and it will therefore be seen that under this law we are practically 
destroying our breeding stock. 

The question as to increasing the size or length at which lobsters 
can be taken or of allowing the smaller lobsters to be caught, and 
prohibiting the taking of the larger sizes, is a mooted one in the 
different States, but the results achieved in the State of Maine and 
in the Canadian Atlantic maritime provinces, wonld indicate that 
the proper legislation would be to prohibit the taking of any lob- 
ster less than ten inches long, of regulating the distance between 
the slats in lobster-pots to a certain size, of prohibiting the catch- 
ing of all berry lobsters, of establishing a close season, and of offer- 
ing the fishermen a bounty upon all berry lobsters delivered at the 
hatcheries. 

All lobster fishermen, the pots and the boats used by them 
should be licensed, the license numbers marked on boats and floats 
of lobster-pots, and required to make annual statistical statements 
under oath. 

Wet-fishing is prohibited in certain districts, and this covers 
about all the attention which has been given to this valuable 
industry. 

Those engaged in the fisheries of this State on the Great 
Lakes and inland streams and on the Hudson river above New- 
burgh are all required to take out licenses for their nets and the 
boats used in the business, while under our present laws no fisher- 
man of our marine waters, and no boat, excepting the vessels used 
in the catching of menhaden, and nonresident fishermen, are 
taxed. 

The shad, one of our most valuable food fishes, had, five or six 
years ago, practically disappeared from our waters, but through 
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artificial culture we are gradually obtaining an increased supply. 
An examination of the Hudson river this spring, however, showed 
astonishing conditions. The up-State Hudson river fishermen, 
whose boats and nets were paying a license to the State, were by 
law compelled to fish only with drift gill nets which means that 
they could fish two, or at the outside, three hours on each tide, 
while below Newburgh, where no fishermen paid a tax, the river 
was blocked with stake gill nets in which fish were caught twenty- 
four hours out of the day, and this fishing only ceased from 
Thursday, until Monday morning, as required by law, if the 
fishermen were not discovered with their nets down during that 
time. Ii is astonishing to note the number of fish that have been 
able to circumvent these hundreds of stake gill nets, placed in the 
lower reaches of the river, in an attempt to reach their spawning 
ground. 

An examination of some of these stake gill nets shows that, 
while 100 shad were held in the nets by their gills, from 10 to 120 
fish which had been caught and fatally injured were either re- 
leased during their struggles or by the turn of the tide and were 
lying dead on the bottom of the river, showing that more fish 
were destroyed than were caught and delivered to our markets. 

The placing of stake gill nets in any of our waters should be 
prohibited as injurious and destructive to the fisheries. 

On the shores of Long Island numerous pound nets with their 
leaders, some of them over a mile long, dot the shores, and tons 
upon tons of fish are taken from these pounds, and either placed 
directly npon the market or in cold storage to he held for higher 
prices. Several parties have within the last few years estab- 
lished large pens, especially on the south shore of Long Island, 
to which the fish caught in the pounds are taken, held alive and 
fed until market conditions are such that they can be sold at a 
large profit. This class of fisheries should pay its fair propor- 
tion of the expenses of our hatcheries. 

The schools of bluefisb, sea bass, Spanish mackerel and mack- 
erel in the waters of Long Island are this year greater and larger 
than have been observed in a decade, and our unlicensed and 
unrestricted fishermen are now drawing purse seines of very small 
mesh on the very shores of the island and taking tons of small 
fish ranging in size from two to seven inches and Belling them 
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for whatever they will bring in the market The taking of imma- 
ture fish will shortly destroy many valuable species, and de- 
crease, in an increased ratio, the food output, as in two or three 
years each one of the fish thus caught would have reached a 
weight of from three to seven or eight pounds. 

The catching of fish otherwise than by hook and line within 
three miles of low water mark on the Atlantic shores should be 
prohibited under heavy penalty. 

The mesh of all pounds and cages, nets, seines, tikes and eel- 
pots should be regulated by law, and all should be operated under 
a license, the license number to be attached to these various 
devices in manner prescribed by law. 

All boats have a certain tonnage, whether fishing for pleasure 
or for the market, should be licensed and required to have plainly 
marked on the starboard and port bows the license number. The 
fishermen should be required to make annual statistical returns. 

One of the menaces to our fisheries, both shell and others, and 
probably the greatest, is that of pollution, and such pollution can 
best be separated in two classes, the first being that committed 
by the cities, towns and villages — municipal pollution — the 
second by the manufacturing plants located adjacent to our public 
waters. 

The first class of pollution is destructive to our fisheries in two 
ways. Sewage being composed of large quantities of organic 
matter, oils and fats, settles upon the lands under water, pro- 
ducing a deep, slimy mud, while the fats and oils chemically 
combining with the sodium in the salt form a leathery saponifica- 
tion which becomes, in time, almost insoluble and forms an im- 
pervious cover upon the bottom lands which asphyxiates every- 
thing on them at the time, and ruins the ground for the purposes 
of spawning of our marine species. It, furthermore, in the nat- 
ural process of oxidation, absorbs large quantities of oxygen in 
the water, reducing the oxygen contents to such an extent that 
even major fish life cannot live in such polluted waters. 

The result of this class of sewage pollution is plainly shown 
in the destruction of the formerly gr~at oyster beds in the Harlem 
river, the Hudson river, upper and lower New York bay and the 
East river, while exhaustive tests of the waters of the East river 
and the Hudson river have shown that at low tide the absorption 
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of the oxygen naturally contained in these waters is now so great 
that fish cannot live therein, and all of our valuable species which 
annually ascend the river to reach their spawning grounds cannot 
pass this city except at high tide, when the inflow of cleaner and 
clearer waters, not yet exhausted of their proper percentage of 
oxygen, enables them to pass this point of extreme pollution. 

The commercial pollution is fully as serious; large factories, 
without so much as " by your leave," dump their so-called waste 
and refuse materials, composed largely of diluted soaps and fats, 
acids, alkalis and spent coloring matter into our streams, and so 
great has become this nuisance, still better called " outrage," 
that in many sections shellfish have been entirely exterminated, 
and fisheries which were of great value in years past are now 
absolutely barren. 

When it is considered that in our sewage thousands upon thou- 
sands of tons of valuable fertilizing material, to replace which 
millions of dollars' worth of fertilizers are annually imported 
from foreign countries, is not only wasted by being promiscuously 
dumped into our waters, but is at the same time destroying a 
large and important source of food production and endangering 
the health and lives of our citizens, and when our large manu- 
facturing concerns, in utter disregard of the rights of our citizens 
and the State, further pollute our waters with waste, many of 
which, if subjected to modern chemical methods, would produce 
valuable by-products, and which, no difference whether valuable 
or not, these commercial plants have no more right in law or 
equity to deposit upon the valuable properties of the State than 
upon the farms or grounds of their neighbors, it is astonishing 
that this question, of such enormous and vital importance, 
economic and hygienic, has never heretofore received proper 
attention, and that, in the legislation enacted this year, under 
paragraph 171 of chapter 647, it receives no more attention than 
the simple rehashing, verbatim, of section 207 of chapter 130 
of the Laws of 1908. 

In the year 1908 conditions were already deplorable, and large 
sections of valuable property had been destroyed, but this was 
just as little considered then as it is now. 

The increase of this menace can be especially observed at the 
present time in sections of Long Island sound and Raritan and 
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Princes bays, where the covering of the lands under water by 
this slimy ooze, which in the course of its extension destroys all 
life and spawning grounds, is daily and yearly encroaching far- 
ther upon property which is now not only bringing a revenue to 
the State hut is also breeding and rearing valuable food products. 

It must be acknowledged that the question is a serious one. 
It means the expenditure of large sums of money by municipali- 
ties, if their waste products, so-called, are to be taken care of, aa 
demanded, by modern science, but the solution of the question 
has already been reached and applied in other cities and States, 
and there is no valid reason why our municipalities should not 
be forced to take care of their own filth within a reasonable time. 

Manufacturing waste and its disposal need not cause aa much 
concern as the sewage question. Manufacturing waste should, 
under all economic conditions, be taken care of by the manufac- 
turer whether he manufactures it into a useful by-product or not. 
That question must, in law and equity, be put up to the offender 
for solution. 

If the fisheries of our marine district should be by law fairly 
and justly taxed and licensed, as suggested heretofore, an annual 
income of from $75,000 to $100,000, if not more, could be 
secured. 

If the surplus income, following the example of other States 
and nations, could he applied by this Bureau and the State Fish 
Culturist, under direction of the Conservation Commission, a 
series of observation and experimental stations for the testing of 
the temperature, salinity and currents of our waters, the observa- 
tion of the habits and spawning grounds of our different species 
and the establishment of further hatcheries and experimental 
stations could be secured, and a great progressive work could 
thereby be inaugurated, a work which in a few years would 
increase the catches many-fold, and be of incalculable value to 
the people not only of this but all of our neighboring States. The 
States of New Jersey, Virginia, Alabama, Mississippi and 
Louisiana have all undertaken this work with very gratifying 
results. 

In view of onr constantly increasing population and the rapidly 
rising cost of living, thiB course must be adopted if our State is 
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to maintain her position abreast of her progressive sisters. It re- 
solves itself into the solution of the question, not of " conserva- 
tion " but of " augmentation," the only direction which it can 
and should take as one of the great economic problems of the age. 

The number of fisheries protectors now authorized by law is 
insufficient if the work of the Bureau is to be properly and 
efficiently performed. There should be one protector for each of 
the following district!*: Richmond county, Jamaica bay, Great 
South bay, Feconio bay, Oar-diner's bay and the north shore of 
Long Island to Horton's Point, Horton's Point to Lloyd's Neck, 
Lloyd's Neck to Long Island City, and the Hudson river; making 
eight protectors for the marine district In selecting the men for 
these positions, knowledge of the sea and its fauna and their 
scientific qualifications should be specially considered. 

The salaries for the protectors should be $1,200 per annum for 
the first five years; $1,350 per annum for the next five years, and 
■ $1,500 thereafter. 

These men often perform their duties at the risk of life and 
limb, and must, on many occasions, take chances such as are 
unknown and unappreciated in other vocations. 

Other countries have found, after many years of experience, 
that the policy of granting a fair remuneration and a secure 
future makes it possible to obtain the services of a better class 
of men, and that their work is of superior quality and greater 
value to the State. 

The opportunities are offered, as above outlined, for the be- 
ginning of a great constructive work of inestimable benefit to our 
State and people. But in order to secure success it must be laid 
out on a broad, comprehensive plan, and based on a settled policy, 
carried out progressively on modern scientific principles by edu- 
cated and intelligent men. 

New legislation, based upon the experience of our oystermen 
and fishermen, and corrected and refined by our scientists, will be 
needed to take the place of our present unscientific, uneconomic 
laws. 

Dated, New Tobk, December 1, 1911. 
Respectfully submitted, 

ROBT. A. WIDENMANN, 

Supt, of Marine Fisheries. 
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N»w Yokk, November 27, 1911. 
To Mr. Robbet A. Widbhmann, Superintendent of Marine 
Fisheries : 

Sib. — I have the honor to present the following report of my 
work surveying and mapping lands under water of the State of 
New York for shellfish culture, and preparing the necessary 
papers connected therewith, for the fiscal year ending October 
1, 1911. 

My principal work during the past year has been the plotting 
of field data of the tri angulation system in Long Island sound 
based on and in continuation of the polyconil projections of the 
United States Coast Survey, and the survey of oyster lots and 
tracts of lots in Long Island sound, Raritan bay and resurveys 
of lots in Long Island sound, Raritan bay, Jamaica bay and East 
Chester bay. 

During the fiscal year of 1910, I made the triangulation sur- 
vey between Horton's Point and Orient Point, and Plum Island, 
about thirteen miles in length, and established and located thirty- 
six signals, three of which are tripods, and the remaining thirty- 
three natural objects, thus saving the expense of erecting tripods. 

In the past fiscal year I have plotted on polyconic projections 
the thirteen miles of notes of the 1910 field work above described, 
between Horton's Point and Plum Gut, and many others between 
Horton's Point and Port Jefferson, 

This survey is in continuation of the coast survey between Port 
Jefferson and Horton's Point The thirty-six signals plotted on 
polyconic projections are Bushy Tree, Horton's Point Light, 
Box, House, Thomas' Barn, Sutton's Chimney, Woodworth's 
Chimney, White Cupola, Greenport Stand-pipe, Pilot Tree, 
Rock 17-B, Rock 18, Jerome Hill, Summer House, Rocky Point 
Life-Saving Station, Rock 19, Rock 19-A, Birds-eye, Brown's 
Hill, Long Beach Range, Moses' Rock Colonial House Farm 
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Chimney, St. Thomas, Rock 20, Orient Church Steeple, Rock 21, 
Plum Gut Light, Rock 22, Beebe, Plum Island Light, North 
Gable, Orient Hotel, White House Orient School. 

These signals are located along the coast line between Horton's 
Point and Plum Island, where we have a system of thousand- 
acre townships, each divided into 100 ten-acre lots, thus 
being able to accommodate applicants for large or small acreage. 
Each signal station has comprehensive description and is tied 
up to and made a continuation of the United States Coast Survey. 
On these signals depend the location of oyster lots and tracts 
sometimes miles off shore in the sound and open up great present 
and future opportunity to the oyster industry, 

I have carefully compared our system with that of other 
States, and can say our system of surveys is the most advanced 
of any, and if the signals are maintained, will be the key of the 
surveys of future generations in the oyster business. 

During the fiscal year I have made sixty-one surveys of indi- 
vidual lob or tracts covering 6,992.2 acres. Of this area, 2,192.2 
acres are original surveys for new leases, and 4,700 acres are for 
resurveys, as per following tabulated forms : 

SURVEYS FOR NEW LEASES. 





Lot No. 


Baritan 
Bay. 


Long IiLuid 
Sound. 


Earn Cheater 
Bay. 


Barman Bo™." 


834 
828 
963 
067 
969 
9SO 
081 
992 
004 
009 
096 
997 
098 
LOW 
836 
981 
963 
984 
9BS 

m 

988 

963 
999 

Townattp 

2386 483*6 

TowoabJp 

8856 


Acm. 


100 


a™. 
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100 
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100 
160 
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100 
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Each year it becomes necessary to repair some of the signals, 
and at intervals to entirely rebuild others, and on new Burvey 
work it is generally necessary to have some tripod signals, 
although as many natural objects are taken as can be used to 
advantage. 

St. Johnsland signal was erected in form of fifty-foot pole to 
replace a former pole carried away by storm. I recommend 
that the signals be inspected in the following spring and repairs 
made along the 'Staten Island and Long Island coast lines. 

I have also made preliminary layout of Staten Island sound 
between Rossville and Ward's Point, for which applications have 
been recently filed. 

In my laat annual report I called attention to the fact that 
applications have been made for oyster leases in Manhassett bay, 
and that a triangulation survey would be necessary to survey the 
lots and that a power boat would be necessary while making the 
survey. During the year the Bureau of Marine Fisheries has 
obtained such a boat, but it was not put at my disposal for such 
work, 

I respectfully suggest that proper provision be made to carry 
on the inspection and repair of the coast signals between Ward's 
Point, Staten Island, and Orient Point, Long Island. 
Respectfully submitted, 

CHARLES WYETH, 
Engineer, Bureau of Marine Fisheries. 

GROUNDS APPLIED FOR AND GRANTED. 

Schedule "A." 
Filed. 
1910, Application No. Location. Acres. 



81. 


1836... 


. . . Raritan Bay 


30. 


1837... 




2. 


1838... 




2. 


1839... 




7. 


1840.... 




7. 


1841... 




14. 


1842... 




14. 


1843... 





75 
150 



100 
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Schedule "A" — Concluded. 
Piled. 

1911. Application No. Location. Acre! 

Jan. 17. 1844 East River 20 

17. 1845 East River 10 

17. 1846 East Biver 20 

25. 1847 RaritanBay 100 

25. 1848 RaritanBay 100 

Feb. 1. 1849 RaritanBay 200 

7. 1850 Long Island Sound 30 

10. 1851 RaritanBay 60 

16. 1852 RaritanBay 100 

21. 1853 RaritanBay 75 

Mar. 1. 1854 Hempstead Harbor 1 

Feb. 17. 1855 Long Island Sound 40 

17. 1856 Long Island Sound 50 

17. 1857 Long Island Sound 50 

18. 1868 RaritanBay 150 

23. 1859 RaritanBay ■. . 100 

Mar. 14. 1860 RaritanBay 160 

81. 1861 Raritan Bay 100 

Apr. 12. 1862 Long Island Sound 100 

12. 1863 RaritanBay 60 

May 3. 1865 Raritan Bay 100 

8. 1866 East Chester Bay 6 



Acres. . 



BECAFITULaTIOS 

RaritanBay 1,782.6 

East River 50 

Long Island Sound 270 

Hempstead 1 

East Chester Bay. 6 

2,059.6 
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APPLICATIONS CANCELLED ON ACCOUNT OF 
NATURAL GROWTH. 

SCHEDULE " B." 

Nos. Acres. 

1842 8 

1848 8 

1844. 20 

1845 10 

1846 20 

64 

Forfeited 

1864 90 

90 

Acres 164 



APPUCATIONS ON FILE. 

SOHBDULB " C." 

Date of filing. 

1911. Application No. Location. 



Hay 20. 

20. 

June 16. 

26. 

21. 



July 



Acres. 
2 

2.6 
100 



1867 Eaat Chester Bay 

1868 Eaat Cheater Bay 

1869. Hudson River 

1870 Raritan Bay 200 

1871 Raritan Bay 200 

1872 Raritan Bay 60 

1878 Raritan Bay 60 

1874 Raritan Bay 10 

1875 Long Island Sound 135 

1876 Raritan Bay 200 

1877 Long Island Sound 187 

1878 Long Island Sound 125 

1879 Long Island Sound 50 
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1911. 
Date of 

Aug. 



23. 



23. 



Sept. 12. 



Aug. 


24. 
24. 




24. 


Oct 


10. 


Aug. 

Sept 


30. 
12 

12. 




12. 




18. 




18. 




18. 




18. 




18. 




18. 


Oct. 


31. 



Schedule " C " — Vontinued. 
Application No. Location, 
filing. 

1880 Staten Island Sound . 

1881 Staten Island Sound . 

1882 Staten Liland Sound . 

1883 Staten Island Sound . 

1884 Hempstead Harbor . . 

1885 Staten Island Sound . 

1886 Staten Island Sound . 

1887 Staten Island Sound . 

1888 Staten Island Sound . 

1889 Staten Island Sound . 

1890 Staten Island Sound . 

1891 Staten Island Sound . 

1892 Staten Island Sound . 

1898 Staten Island Sound ■ 

1894 Staten Island Sound . 

1895 Staten Island Sound . 

1896 Staten Island Sound . 

1897 Staten Island Sound . 

1898 Staten Island Sound , 

1899 Staten Island Sound . 

1900 Staten Island Sound , 

1901 Staten Island Sound . 

1902 Staten Island Sound . 

1904 Staten Island Sound . 

1905 Staten Island Sound . 

1906 Staten Island Sound . 

1909 Staten Island Sound . 

1910 Staten Island Sound . 

1911 Staten Island Sound . 

1912 Staten Island Sound . 

1913 Staten Island Sound . 

1914 Staten Island Sound . 

1915 Raritan Bav 



10 
12 

5 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 

5 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
12 
10 



11 

7 



Acres 1,795 . 6 
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Schedule " " — Concluded. 

RECAPITULATION. 

East Cheater Bay 4.6 

Hudson River 100 

Raritan Bay 860 

Long Island Sound 447 

Hempstead 10 

Staten Island Sound 374 



1,795.6 



FRANCHISES SURRENDERED TO THE STATE. 



Schedule "D." 



Date. 

1910. No. of F. 
Dec. 30. 320 S 

1912. 
Jan. 13. 250 
13. 920 
13. 590 

13. 807 

14. 729 
20. 768 

24 
613 
446 



Feb. 



Mar. 
May 
June 



July 
Sept 



23. 

1. 

6. 

27. 723 

27. 215 

27. 216 

29. 954 

29. 958 

26. 342 

13. 926 



Lot No. 
0,21,22... 

180. 
748. 
627. 
678. 
662. 



113. 
248. 
246. 



Location. 
Little Neck Bay . 



. Baritan Bay 

Earitan Bay 

Baritan Bay 

Earitan Bay 

. Earitan Bay 

Raritan Bay 

Raritan Bay 

Baritan Bay 

Long Island Sound. . 
. Raritan Bay 

Earitan Bay 

Baritan Bay 

Earitan Bay 

Earitan Bay 

. Earitan Bay 

. Earitan Bay 



Acre-. 
. 7.5 

2 

10.2 
3 

2.3 
6.1 
4.5 

15.1 
l.» 

46.4 
8.6 
1.5 
.5 
1.4 
4.8 
4.1 



TO DATE. 

89 Raritan Bay . 
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Schedule " D " — Concluded. 

BECAPITOLATIOH. 

Little Neck Bay. 7.6 

Raritan Bay 46.4 

Long Island Sound. 89.8 



123.7 

LEASES SURRENDERED TO THE STATE. 

Schedule " E." 
Date. 

1910. N0.01L. No. of Lot Location. Acrea. 

Oct 1. 1087 804 L. I. Sound . . . . 15.4 

Nov. 16. 700 N. E., N. W. 4 
S. E. quarters 
Section "D" 

Township 715 . L. I. Sound 187.5 

Dec 16. 1211 26 Jamaica Bay .. . 4.4 

16. 1160 197 Jamaica Bay .. . 3.8 

Dec. 29. 1141 631 Jamaica Bay ... 8.6 

30. 628 583 Jamaica Bay ... 7 

30. 380 364 Jamaica Bay ... 5.4 

1911. 

Jan. 12. 361 336 Jamaica Bay ... 6.6 

Feb. 14. 511 498 Jamaica Bay .. . 9.6 

20. 765 240 East Cheater Bay. .6 

20. 764 241 East Chester Bay. 3.8 

20. 763 242 East Chester Bay. 6.2 

20. 774 253 East Chester Bay. 12.6 

20. 1091 259 East Chester Bay. 1 

20. 775 260 East Chester Bay. 2.2 

Apr. 4. 789 271 L. I. Sound . . . . 28.6 

7. 783 274 East Chester Bay. 34.8 

7. 785 275 East CheBter Bay. 82.6 

19. 1162 310 East CheBter Bay. 6.8 

If ay 9. 326 East part 305 . Jamaica Bay ... 2.2 

9. 1324 East part 49. Jamaica Bay ... 3 
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Sohbduxe " E " — Concluded. 
Date. 

1910. No. of L. No. of Lot. Location. Acres. 

July 17. 275 242 Jamaica Bay .. . 3.2 

Sept 13. 729 762 Raritan Bay 3 

19. 1328 16, 17, 26, 27, 

86, 87 L. I. Sound 60 

19. 1329 18,28 L. I. Sound . . . . 20 



468.9 



TO DATE. 

Nov. 3. 199 249 Jamaica Bay ... 7 

EBCAPITOLATION. 

Long Island Sound. 311 . 5 

Jamaica Bay. 53.8 

East Chester Bay. 100.6 

.Baritan Bay 3 

468.9 
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CONBEBVATION COMMISSION. 



SCHEDULE « I " 

ExPENDITOBES OF TEE MaBIBE BUREAU FOB THE FlSCAX YEAB 

Ending Septembeb 30, 1911 

Expanded to 
Oct. 1. 1911. 

Office expenses $3,075 35 

Survey of shellfish lauds 161 00 

Shellfish Convention 30 62 

Salaries of: 

Superintendent $3,000 00 

Deputy Superintendent 2,000 00 

Engineer. 2,000 00 

8 Employees 11,000 00 

15,929 20 
Salaries of: 

Superintendent 367 05 

Deputy Superintendent 210 87 

Engineer 163 97 

Employees 2,756 80 



$22,694 86 



SCHEDULE « J " 

Rentals Due in l&ll and Unpaid on September 30th, the 
Globe of the Fiscal Year. 

Walter C. Denton $19 60 

Wm. T. Schmeelk 7 80 

■Oyster Bay Oyster Co 213 97 

Merrell & Bayles 17 32 

Merrell & Burbank 19 75 

Azel F. Merrell 264 75 

Joseph Ryder (Clans Kopf ) 4 50 

Wm. M. Schmeelk 65 

William R Wilson 134 20 

Wm. H. Sellars 1 80 
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Est. Nathaniel Carman $7 45 

H. W. Schmeelk Oys. Co 290 23 

Fred. Lundy 42 00 

John Whittaker 51 20 

Oswald T. Bergen 29 54 

Dennis Dougherty. 4 10 

Wm. R. Fordham 3 50 

$1,112 36 



SCHEDULE " K " 

schedule sliowinq difference between assessment of 
Rentals fob Ome Yeah, as Pbacticed Heretofore, and 
Assessment to October 1, 1911, fob the Purpose of 
Making all Rentals Due and Payable Hekeafteb on 
October lBt. 

To Oct. 1, ion. Forjw. 

Oyster Bay Oyster Co $213 97 $550 00 

Schmeelk Oyster Co. 282 12 502 80 

Schmeelk Oyster Co 8 11 26 00 

Merrell & Burbank 19 75 138 80 

Merrell & Baylea 17 32 49 20 

Wm. T. Schmeelk 7 80 18 40 

Azel F. Merrell 264 75 1,059 60 

John E. Watts 4 98 10 40 

Elizabeth Watts 6 51 13 60 

ChaB. Weber 93 3 20 

Weber & Degenhardt 9 64 44 00 

Geo. H. Valentine 8 94 22 80 

Seahhipt Oyster System 15 12 51 60 

Geo. T. Soper 87 83 73 20 

Geo. M. Still 2 64 13 60 

J. H. 'Schmeelk 6 54 21 20 

Sealshipt Oyster System 40 60 130 00 

Wm. M. Remsen 23 34 59 20 

Thos. Remsen 5 98 16 00 

Daniel Rowland 4 40 11 20 

Chas. Olsen 1 30 4 40 
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To Oct. 1. 1911- For vmt. 

Geo. S. Monroe $1104 $28 00 

Monroe & Remsen 4 74 12 00 

T. T. Mott 71 2 40 

Robt R. Mott 82 2 80 

MilJs 4 Ronik 46 84 150 00 

Lowndes, MilU 4 Thome 26 70 82 40 

Wm. H. Morrison 7 08 18 00 

Cornelius Leary 2 25 7 60 

Lars Larsen 2 24 7 60 

E. OtisHovey 110 73 27160 

Jesse V. Golden 1 72 4 40 

Wm. H. Houghwout . . 50 125 

R. M. Ellard 10 68 29 60 

John Frederick 7 28 15 20 

F. F. Downs 78 89 360 00 

Fred Denz 3 75 17 20 

Hiram Cadmus 5 22 10 80 

Ernest F. Colon 125 3 60 

Wm. C. Baldwin 4 04 10 80 

Chas. V. Baldwin 3 02 8 00 

Androvette & Thompson 2250 86 40 

Total $1,833 57 

Rentals for one year $3,948 85 

Rentals to October 1, 1911 1,883 57 

Rentals, collection of which is deferred to the 

fiscal year of 1911-1912 $2,615 28 
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REPORT OF THE FISH CULTURIST. 



Hon. Thomas H. Got, Deputy Commissioner, Division of Fish 
and Game: 

Sib. — I present herewith a report upon the fish cultural work 
of the Conservation Commission during the fiscal year ended 
September 30, 1911. 

This includes the annual statements of the foremen of the 
nine hatcheries now operated by the State and of the experi- 
mental work with the pike in Lake George, together with prac- 
tical notes made during inspection trips as to the condition of 
the hatcheries and ponds and the habits, reproduction, diseases, 
enemies and culture of the fishes and other aquatic animals of 
the State. It contains also statistical data concerning the output 
of the various stations, its money value and its increase during 
the last five years. 

The number of fish furnished to applicants for stocking public 
waters was 701,448,394, an increase over the distribution of 
1910 of 164,152,419, or more than 30 per cent. The growth of 
the work can best be appreciated by the simple statement that 
in 190? the entire yield of the nine stationa was 250,656,600 fish. 

In order to arrive at a clear and fair statement of the money 
value of the fish sent out in 1911 the circulars of commercial 
fish hatcheries have been carefully examined and compared, and 
when no other guide was available I have taken the market value 
of the food fish as a basis of computation. The private hatcheries 
have to do with only a few species of fish including several kinds 
of trout, black bass, yellow perch, white perch, sunfish of several 
kinds, roach and catfish. 

The State hatcheries not only furnish game fish for sport and 
food but they also cultivate important food fishes, both fresh- 
water and marine, so that thirty-three or more species are under 
our care. 

The shad, river herring, whitensh, frostfish, lake herring, 
tullibee, smelt, pike, pikeperch, blue pike, yellow perch, white 
6 [Ml] 
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perch, sea base, tomcod, flatfish, lobster and edible crab all receive 
attention and the results of the work are evident to any one inter- 
ested in the subject. 

The inventoried value of hatchery property in January, 1911, 
according to the statements of the foremen, was $144,251.77. 
This includes not only the lands but also the improvements, ponds 
and all equipment. 

The maintenance fund for 1911, together with cost of repairs 
and improvements, collection of eggs and miscellaneous expenses 
was $75,145.90. 

The value of the fish planted was $212,115.42. In addition 
to this the Commission has at its hatcheries fully $8,000 worth 
of brood fish including trout, basB and calico bass. 

The total number of trout including brook, lake, brown, rain- 
bow and black spotted distributed by the hatcheries was 7,676,388, 
of which number 3,466,388, or about 45 per cent., were finger- 
lings. The State has such a wide range of temperature that the 
size of trout available for distribution varies greatly. A brook 
trout two inches long is very common on Long Island, at Bath 
and Caledonia about the end of April; but in the Adirondacks 
the same kind of trout would be little advanced above the fry 
stage. Brook trout hatched in January at Caledonia have at- 
tained to a length of six inches in November of the same year. 

It will be observed that some of the hatcheries are less pro- 
ductive than others; but allowance must be made for location, 
water supply, natural advantages and proximity to fish suitable 
for artificial culture. The general results are so favorable as to 
merit approval for the work as a whole, and improvements are 
being made as rapidly as facilities will permit. 

The stations, with the exception of Caledonia, have suffered 
less than formerly from the inroads of disease. Caledonia is 
able to produce certain kinds of trout and a great many food 
fish at the present time. The chief difficulty now is connected 
with the brown trout brood fish which have been attacked by a 
bacterial disease due to water pollution. The rainbow trout 
is scarcely affected by this trouble, and the brook trout are 
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batched and reared to fingerling eize outside of the hatchery 
grounds in pure spring water. 

The station at Bath has been redeemed by the introduction of 
spring and artesian water, and its work with trout is constantly 
improving. 

Among the most important of the recent improvements at the 
Long Island Station are the small hatchery for marine food 
fishes at Cold Spring Harbor and the auxiliary hatchery at Mon- 
tauk, intended for the propagation of lobster, sea bass and other 
valuable marine species. 

The small hatchery at Cold Spring Harbor was completed 
about the end of the fiscal year. It will utilize salt water stored 
in a basin fed from the harbor. The water will be pumped into 
a distributing tank and used for hatching tomcod, cod, flatfish 
and any other important food fish that can be obtained in the 
vicinity. This addition to the establishment has long been 
needed, and it is surprising to recall the great results which have 
heretofore been produced with the crude facilities for marine 
fish culture at the principal station. The Cold Spring Harbor 
hatchery distributes hundreds of millions of food fish annually, 
and at the same time it develops trout eggs to the eyed stage 
for its own use and for other hatcheries to the number of 
5,000,000 or more. 

The batching of the lobster and sea bass at Montauk (Fort 
Pond bay) has been carried on up to the present time under 
many disadvantages. The little building now standing on ground 
leased from Mr. Edward D. Tuthill will revolutionize the marine 
work In that locality. The only apparatus available has been the 
old-fashioned Seth Green shad boxes which were antiquated a 
quarter of a century ago. With modern appliances at Montauk 
and at Cold Spring Harbor the work of the station will be 
greatly facilitated and it is merely a question of the number of 
eggs available to decide the limit of the capacity of the station. 
The auxiliary hatchery at Cold Spring Harbor provides for large 
tanks in the cellar in which live cod can be retained until their 
eggs are mature. On the floor of the building ample space is 
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furnished for hatching troughs for the development of eggs of 
tomood, flatfish and any other marine food fish whose egga can 
be collected. 

Contraction work began in 1907 at Linlithgo Station. The 
original intention of the Commission in establishing it was to 
propagate shad and other river species. It was soon discovered 
that black bass, calico bass, yellow perch and various other native 
fish valuable for food or sport could be reared successfully in the 
ponds. The shad season is very short, and it would not have been 
economical to limit the work of the station to that fish. 

A hatchery was built, ponds were laid out, and supplies of eggs 
were collected by the employees or purchased from fishermen. 
During the first year or two it was possible to obtain only about 
1,000,000 eggs of shad in a season ; but now the number has been 
increased to 8,000,000 or more. The eggs taken in 1911 yielded 
more than 4,800,000 shad for planting in the Hudson, and of 
these 100,000 were fingerling fish, many of them four inches long. 
Shad rearing operations have been conducted here for several 
years; but never upon a great scale because of limited area at 
present for ponds. The method of pond rearing was abandoned 
long ago by the United States Bureau of fisheries, and has gone 
into decadence in Connecticut. It is easy enough to rear the shad, 
and the cost of the experiment is small ; but the outlay for neces- 
sary ponds, say for rearing a million fingerlings, would be too 
great for the present appropriations. 

The ponds containing brood bass proved very successful this 
year. There was no mortality in the wintering ponds, and the 
supply of natural food for the adult and young bass is so abun- 
dant at Linlithgo as to make bass culture there very profitable. 

This station has furnished nearly 500,000 brook trout fry 
annually since the completion of the hatchery. It has not been 
possible to rear trout to fingerling size, because the creek water 
supplying the rearing troughs and ponds becomes too warm in 
late spring to sustain trout life. To remedy this situation a well 
was sunk close to the hatchery. This well was completed June 
23d, at a depth of seventy-five feet, and with an ordinary well 
digger's pump fifteen gallons of water per minute were taken 
without diminishing the level of the well. The temperature of 
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the water is 52 degrees. A pump and engine will be in- 
stalled over this well and when in operation the quantity of water 
will undoubtedly be much increased. This will make it prac- 
ticable to rear a large number of trout because the well water can 
be mingled with a certain proportion of creek water and the 
mixture will be cold enough for the fish. 

The advantage of having a station capable of producing finger- 
ling trout in Columbia county is very great. 

The Oneida Station receives its water supply from Frederick 
creek, a tributary of S'criba creek into which it flows near the 
mouth of the latter stream. Scriba creek rises in the town of 
Amboy. It is about eighteen miles long. This creek and Fred- 
erick creek are ideal waters for black baaa and pikeperch culture. 

The hatchery is antiquated in its construction, and it will 
probably not continue serviceable many years longer. The 
foundation at one end is on quicksand. The supply pipe is only 
eight inches in diameter, and comes into the hatchery direct from 
the dam on Frederick creek, an arrangement which is very ob- 
jectionable. This pipe is liable to become clogged at any time. 
Fortunately the station is equipped with a pumping plant to 
take water directly from Frederick creek while the bass ponds 
are fed from a flume taken laterally from the storage pond and 
not liable to accident except from the destruction of the dam. 

The hatchery building ought to be devoted entirely to Btorage 
purposes, and a new building should be erected near the site of 
the present stripping house. 

The Commission should acquire two pieces of property now in 
private hands, in order to increase the work at Constantia to a 
proper basis. I refer to the sawmill property belonging to South- 
well and the lake front tract owned by Dobson. If we had the 
Southwell mill property, containing about seven and one-half acres, 
and the Dobson tract of about two acres, the latter could be used 
for harbor and residential purposes, the Southwell land could be 
utilized for additional ponds, and in this way the yield of the 
Oneida Station could easily be trebled. The cost of these lands 
need not exceed $6,000 judging from offers made by the present 
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HATCHERY EXPENDITURES AND VALUE OP 
OUTPUT, »>!. 

Hiwbary °< output 

Adirondack $14,348 10 

Bath 7,369 61 

Caledonia 21,087 25 

Chautauqua 8,231 50 

Cold Spring Harbor 6&,763 00 

Delaware 3,935 00 

Fulton Chain 4,012 50 

Linlithgo 5,880 88 

Oneida 75,887 58 

Lake George 750 00 

Total $212,115 42 

Expenditure. 

Maintenance fund $64,078 35 

Repairs and improvements 8,309 07 

Collection of eggs 2,348 32 

Miscellaneous 410 16 



Total $75,145 90 



The stations should also be credited with the value of the 
brood fish in the ponds. It is difficult to make a perfect census 
of the brood stock ; but the following items will give some idea 
of its extent: 

The Caledonia Station has 5,000 brown trout and 5,000 rain- 
bow trout ranging in age from three to five years ; the Cold Spring 
Harbor Station has 5,000 brook trout from two to five years old 
and 500 brown trout of like age; the Delaware Station has 2,500 
brook trout ranging from yearlings to five or six-year-old fish, 
and the Linlithgo Station has 147 adult small mouthed black 
bass and 205 adult calico bass. A moderate estimate, based upon 
prices at commercial hatcheries, would give a total of more than 
$8,000 for the brood trout, bass and calico base. 
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814,348 10 



VALUE OF FISH DISTRIBUTED BY STATE 
HATCHERIES, 1911. 

Adibondack. 

Brook trout, fry 1,375,000 $2,7,50 00 

Brook trout, fingerlings. 962,750 9,627 50 

Lake trout, fry 60,000 60 00 

Lake trout, fingerlings. 57,834 289 17 
Brown trout, fingerlings 6,000 60 00 
Black spotted trout, fin- 
gerlings 23,738 237 38 

Rainbow trout, finger- 
lings 9,555 95 55 

Wnitefish, fry 4,830,000 1,207 50 

Frostfiah, fry 92,000 23 00 

Bath. 

Brook trout, fry 215,000 $430 00 

Brook trout, fingerlings. 549,241 5,492 61 

Lake trout, fry 17,000 17 00 

Lake trout, fingerlings . . 50,000 250 00 

Brown trout, fry 63,000 126 00 

Brown trout, fingerlings. 65,700 657 00 

Rainbow treat, fry 26,000 52 00 

Rainbow trout, finger- 
lings 34,500 345 00 

Calbdonia. 

Brook trout, fry 293,000 $586 00 

Brook trout, fingerlings . 253,250 2,532 50 

Brown trout, fry 150,000 300 00 

Brown trout, fingerlings. 196,500 1,965 00 

Lake trout, fry 75,000 75 00 

Lake trout, fingerlings.. 26,400 132 00 

Rainbow trout, fry 260,000 520 00 
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Rainbow trout, finger- 
lings 241,000 $2,410 00 

Whitefiah, fry 1,890,000 472 50 

Pikeperch, fry 31,110,000 9,333 00 

Lake herring, fry 14,646,000 3,661 25 

Chautauqua. 

Brook trout, fry 215,000 $430 00 

Brook trout, fingerlings. 149,000 1,490 00 

Lake herring, fry 14,000,000 8,500 00 

Jfaakalonge, fry 8,600,000 2,580 00 

Yellow perch, fry 250,000 75 00 

Black baas, fry 7,625 152 50 

Black bass, fingerlings. . 100 4 00 



Cold Spring Habbob. 

Brook trout, fry 232,000 $464 00 

Brook trout, fingerlings. 270,500 2,705 00 
Black spotted trout, fin- 
gerlings 2,400 24 00 

Rainbow trout, fry 70,000 140 00 

Rainbow trout, finger- 
lings 25,500 266 00 

Whitefiah, fry 1,500,000 876 00 

Smelt, fry 188,100,000 27,680 00 

Pikeperch, fry 750,000 225 00 

Sea baas, fry 4,000,000 1,000 00 

Tomcod, fry 79,600,000 15,920 00 

Flatfish, fry 78,000,000 9,750 00 

Lobster, fry 46,100,000 11,275 00 

Delaware. 

Brook trout, fry 440,000 $880 00 

Brook trout, fingerlings. . 237,000 2,370 00 

Brown trout, fry 95,000 190 00 

Brown trout, fingerlings. 49,500 495 00 



$21,987 25 



69,763 00 



3,935 00 



, y Google 



CONHEBVATIOS COMMISSION. 



Fulton Chain. 

Brook trout, fry 125,000 $250 00 

Brook trout, fingerlings 260,000 2,500 00 

Lake trout, fry 20,000 20 00 

Lake trout, fingerlings. 6,000 SO 00 

Whitensh, fry 4,000,000 1,000 00 

Froetfiah, fry 800,000 200 00 

Black bass, adult 50 12 50 

LlNLITHOO. 

Short - nosed sturgeon, 

adult 30 $60 00 

Shad, fry 4,707,250 1,412 17 

Shad, fingerlings 100,000 500 00 

River herring, fry 20,000,000 2,600 00 

Brook trout, fry 479,000 968 00 

Yellow perch, fry 360,000 108 00 

Black bass, fry 6,000 120 00 

Black bass, fingerlings. . 4,150 166 00 

Black baas, adult 26 6 25 

Sunfish, fry 1,028 31 

Bock bass, fry 600 15 

Onbida. 

Tullibee, fry 9,180,000 $2,295 00 

Pikeperch, fry 181,686,000 89,490 60 

Yellow perch, fry 96,000,000 28,500 00 

Yellow perch, fingerlings 300,000 1,500 00 

Black bass, fry 202,500 4,050 00 

Black bass, fingerlings. . 422 16 88 

Bullhead, adult 800 30 00 

Miscellaneous, adults ... 26 5 20 



Pike, fry (Dunham's 
bay creek) 



Lakb Gbohgb. 

5,000,000 $750 00 



$4,012 50 



6,880 88 



75,887 58 
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FISH DISTRIBUTION IN J?» BY STATIONS. 

Adirondack. 

Brook trout, fry 1,375,000 

Brook trout, fingerlings 962,750 

2,337,750 

Lake trout, fry 60,000 

Lake trout, fingerlings 57,834 

117,834 

Brown trout, fingerlings 6,000 

Black spotted trout, fingerlings 23,738 

Rainbow trout, fingerlings 9,555 

Wnitefish, fry 4,830,000 

Frostfish, fry 92,000 

7,416,877 

Bath. 

Brook trout, fry 215,000 

Brook trout, fingerlings 549,261 

764,261 

Lake trout, fry 17,000 

Lake trout, fingerlings 50,000 

6T,000 

Brown trout, fry 63,000 

Brown trout, fingerlings 65,700 

128,700 

Rainbow trout, fry 26,000 

Rainbow trout, fingerlings 34,500 

60,500 

1,020,461 

Caledonia, 

Brook trout, fry 293,000 

Brook trout, fingerlings 253,250 

546,250 
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*Brown trout, fry 150,000 

Brown trout, fingerlings 196,500 

346,500 

Lake trout, fry 75,000 

Lake trout, fingerlings 26,400 

101,400 

Rainbow trout, fry 260,000 

Rainbow trout, fingerlings 241,000 

601,000 

Whitefish, fry 1,890,000 

Lake herring, fry 14,645,000 

tPikeperch, fry 31,110,000 

49,140,150 

Chautauqua. 

Brook trout, fry 215,000 

Brook trout, fingerlings 149,000 

364,000 

Lake herring, fry 14,000,000 

Maskalonge, fry 8,600,000 

Yellow perch, fry 250,000 

Black bass, fry 7,625 

Black bass, fingerlings 100 

7,725 

23,221,725 

Cold Spbing Habbob. 

Brook trout, fry 232,000 

Brook trout, fingerlings 270,500 

502,500 

Black spotted trout, fingerling 2,400 

Rainbow trout, fry 70,000 

Rainbow trout, fingerlings 25,500 

95,500 

* Eyed eggs brown trout shipped to other stations for development and 

distribution, 600,000. 

t From eggs sent from Oneida Station. 
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Whitefish, fry 1,500,000 

Smelt, fry 188,100,000 

Pikeperch, fry 750,000 

Sea baas, fry 4,000,000 

Tomcod, fry 79,600,000 

Flatfish, fry 78,000,000 

lobster, fry 46,100,000 



847,650,400 



Delawakb. 

Brook trout, fry 440,000 

Brook trout, fingerlinga 287,000 

Brown trout, fry 96,000 

Brown trout, fingerlinga 49,500 



Foltow Chain. 

Brook trout, fry 126,000 

Brook trout, fingerlinga 250,000 



677,000 



144,500 



821,600 



875,000 



Lake trout, fry 20,000 

Lake trout, fingerlinga 6,000 

26,000 

Whitefish, fry 4,000,000 

Frostfish, fry 800,000 

Black bass, small mouth, adult 80 



5,201,050 



LlNLITHOO. 

Short-nosed sturgeon, adults 30 

Shad, fry 4,707,260 

Shad, fingerling 100,000 

River herring, fry 20,000,000 
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Brook trout, fry 479,000 

Yellow perch, fry. . . 360,000 

Black bass, fry 6,000 

Black baas, fingerlings 4,150 

Black baas, adult 25 



10,175 

Sunnsh, fry 1,028 

Book bass, fry 500 



25,657,983 

Ohbtda. 

Tullibee, fry 9,180,000 

•Pikeperch, fry 181,635,000 

Yellow perch, fry 95,000,000 

Yellow perch, fingerlings 300,000 

96,800,000 

Black baas, fry 202,800 

Black baas, fingerlings 422 

202,922 



Bullhead, adults 300 

Miscellaneous (State Fair) adults 26 



236,318,248 



Lakh Gkobgk. 
Pike, fry (Dunham's bay creek) 5,000,000 



INVENTORIED VALUE OF HATCHERY PROPERTIES, 
JANUARY, WW, 

Adirondack hatchery, Upper Saranac, N. Y $20,183 25 

Bath hatchery, Bath, If . Y 14,238 24 

Caledonia hatchery, ntumford, N. Y 34,167 25 

Chautauqua hatchery, Bemus Point, N. Y. 7,296 42 

Cold Spring Harbor hatehery, Cold Spring Har- 
bor, N. Y 19,268 96 

* Also shipped 295 quarts of pikeperch eggs to the Caledonia Station from 
which 31,110,000 fry wore distributed. 
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Delaware hatchery, Margaretville, N. Y $8,747 50 

Fulton Chain hatchery, Old Forge, N. Y 5,803 91 

Linlithgo hatchery, Linlithgo, N. Y 20,561 24 

Oneida hatchery, Constantia, N. Y. (Eat.) 14,000 00 





"ED BY STATE HATCH 


$144,251 77 


FISH DETRDSin 


ERJ 


ES. 


Short Nosed Sturgeon 




Smelt 




Bullhead 




Maskalonge 




Quinnat Salmon 




Pike 




Silver Salmon 




Pikeperch 




Land Locked i&almon 




Blue Pike 




Brook Trout 




Yellow Perch 




Brown Trout 




White Perch 




Black Spotted Trout 




Black Bass (em. mouth) 


Steelhead Trout 




Calico Bass 




Rainbow Trout 




Rock Bass 




Lake Trout 




Sea Baas 




.Shad 




Cod 




River Herring 




Tom Cod 




Whitefish 




Flatfish 




Frostfiah 




Lobster 




Lake Herring 




Blue Crab 




Tullibee 








FISH DISTRIBUTED, 1907 TO 1011. 






1907. 


1BOB. 


.<*, 


1010. 


mi. 


Adirondack . , ... 


6,766.300 


7.014.088 

1,877.150 

5,306,382 

3,840,000 

304,038.000 

7IB.000 

3,036,330 

881.000 

67,646,150 


7,874,633 

821,100 

17.690.121 

B. 060, 500 

351,815.130 

605.260 

2,218,550 

10,807.000 

129,716,037 


7.024,613 


7,416,877 




177,187 

240 

8,477 

BM 


100 
000 
250 
500 
700 
100 


6,378 
6,006 
357,272 
827 
6,924 
67,041 


750 
100 
800 
000 

050 


49 ' 110150 


CeMBprtET.'.'.; 


23.221,725 

347,650,400 


Fultoo Chain 


5, 20l|060 
25,667,083 




236,318,248 










Lake OflOrie (DunhtiL 


250.056,600 
'■ E» v Crnkl 


304,620,100 


530.277,221 


537.296,975 


696.448.394 
5,000,000 












701,448,304 


Tba incroue in the 


dktribut, 


ono 


1911 ever Out 


of 1010 ia 16- 


.1 52,4 10 




ro tb.n 30 per 
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FISH DISTRIBUTION BY SPECIES. 

SCMMABY FOE THE YEAS EndiNO SeptEMBEB 30, 1911. 

Shortrnosed sturgeon, adults 30 

Bullhead, adults 300 

Shad, fry 4,707,250 

Shad, fingerlings 100,000 

Elver herring, fry 20,000,000 

Frostfish, fry 892,000 

Whitensh, fry 12,220,000 

Lake herring, fry 28,645,000 

Tullibee, fry 9,180,000 

Black spotted trout, ilngerlings 26,138 

Brown trout, fry 308,000 

Brown trout, fingerlings 317,700 

Rainbow tront, fry 356,000 

Rainbow tront, fingerlings 310,555 

Lake trout, fry 172,000 

Lake trout, fingerlings 140,234 

Brook trout, fry 3,374,000 

Brook trout, fingerlings 2,671,761 

Smelt, fry 138,100,000 

Pike, fry 5,000,000 

Maskalonge, fry 8,600,000 

Rook bass, fry 500 

Long^eared sunfiah, fry 1,028 

Small mouthed black baas, fry 216,125 

Small mouthed black bass, fingerlings 4,672 

Small mouthed black bass, adult 75 

Pikepereh, fry 163,495,000 

Yellow perch, fry 95,610,000 

Yellow perch, fingerlings 300,000 

Sea bass, fry 4,000,000 

Tom cod, fry 79,600,000 

Flatfish, fry 78,000,000 

Lobster, fry 45,100,000 

Miscellaneous fiah, State Fair 26 

701,448,394 
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REPORT5 FROM THE HATCHERIES. 

Adikosdack Station. 

The work at this station for 1911 baa been along the usual 
lines, and we have had very good success, meeting, of course, with 
some difficulties such as are always found in fish cultural work, 
where so much depends upon the weather, the condition of the 
water, etc. 

During the past season 1,012 applications have been filled from 
this hatchery. These applications called for 7,416,952 fish. Of 
this number 2,337,825 were brook trout, the remainder being 
lake, brown, rainbow, black spotted trout, whitefish and 
frostfish. 

We met with fairly good success in collecting brook trout 
eggs last fall; but the number of lake trout eggs collected was 
small On the hatchery preserve we have a body of water, Little 
Green pond, which to me seems an ideal place for lake trout, 
and I think good results could be obtained by stocking this water 
heavily with this species of fish. Host of our lake trout eggs 
obtained last fall were taken from this lake. 

Through the courtesy of Mr. E. H. Johnson, superintendent, 
we are taking eggs on the Whitney Preserve, at Long Lake West. 
We hope to take a large number of eggs there, as the waters on 
this preserve seem to be well stocked with trout 

We have decided not to take eggs in Lake Placid this season, 
as some of the campers and residents on the lake objected to the 
nets being placed there, they having an erroneous idea that it 
was injurious to the fish to take spawn from them. So much 
difficulty was experienced by the nets being robbed and destroyed 
that we decided to put them elsewhere. A liberal number of fish' 
has always been granted to the applicants for these waters, a 
plant of 2,805,000 whitefish being placed in Lake Placid and 
Mirror lake in 1911. 

During the month of July we received from Henry Davidson, 
foreman of the Batch hatchery, 124,000 brook trout fingerlings 
which were placed in the waters of this vicinity. 

As in former years, we put nets in Little Green pond, to secure 
rainbow and black spotted trout eggs. We were fairly suc- 
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cessfui in getting rainbow eggs, but not a black spotted trout 
was caught. This was very unusual, as we had for a number of 
years collected many eggs of this species of trout from this lake. 
I could find no reason for this falling off of fish as the lake is on 
the hatchery preserve, and no fishing is allowed there. 

Through the United <States Bureau of Fisheries, we received 
from Yellowstone Park, Wyo., 40,000 black spotted trout 
eggs. Although the weather was very warm and the eggs were 
on the road six days, they arrived in very good condition. The 
fish from these eggs were placed in local waters. 

Owing to the activities of a large blue heron, which came in 
the early morning hours, perched on the Bides of the ponds and 
races, and with his sharp sword-like beak speared and killed trout 
which were altogether too large for him to carry away, we lost 
two of our beautiful Albino trout, also some of our brook trout 
that were kept for stock fish on the hatchery grounds. These 
birds destroy a large number of fish in small streams and along 
the shores of lakes and ponds. 

It will be necessary to have some improvement work done 
here another season. The buildings need repainting and a small 
amount of cement work ought to be done. I hope we may be 
able to have a pump installed to pump the cold spring water on 
the grounds into the hatchery and races, where it would be of 
inestimable value to us in raising fingerling trout. 
Respectfully yours, 

MILO P. OTI6, 

Foreman. 

Uppbe Sakahac, N. Y., November 16, 1911. 



Bath Station. 

In submitting my report of operations at the Bath hatchery 
for the year ending September 30, 1911, I take pleasure in say- 
ing that this has been the most successful year in the history of 
the station. 

Our stock of eggs, mostly brook trout, were received from 
various localities and proved to be better than those of other 
years. The eggs sent from Cold Spring Harbor furnished us 
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the best fish. Our stock fish have been free from disease, and 
the fish are strong and healthy at the present time. 

During July, 1911, and np to August 3d, 124,000 brook trout 
fingerlings were transferred to the Adirondack hatchery. The 
fish were met at Utica by messengers from the Adirondack Sta- 
tion, and they were afterward used to fill applications which 
could not be supplied from the stock at the hatchery. 

The distribution has been very satisfactory. Nearly all appli- 
cants were on hand to meet the fish and very little lose was re- 
ported in transportation. 

Through the month of August a very considerable amount of 
grading was finished. This adds greatly to the appearance of 
the property. 

A new roof has been put on the hatchery. All the buildings 
were painted and some cement walks laid. The shrimp which 
were placed in our big spring pond have multiplied rapidly and 
are furnishing us with considerable fish food. 
Respectfully yours, 

HENRY DAVIDSON, 

Foreman. 

Bath, N. T., November 1. 1911. 



Calbdonia Station. 

The work at this hatchery has been very successfully carried 
on during the past year. There have been 49,140,160 fish dis- 
tributed during the past season. We also sent 600,000 eyed 
brown trout eggs to other hatcheries. We were short In our 
output of brown trout eggs as the water was bad, caused by the 
drainage from Caledonia village. For this reason we did not 
get one-half our usual number of eggs of this species. We were 
also disappointed in getting lake trout eggs from the Great 
Lakes, which greatly reduced our output. Those we did get were 
taken from Stony Island and Lower Lake Ontario. We had 
100,000 lake trout eggs from the United States Commission. 

Through the assistance of Mr. P. H. Hartman, of the Penn- 
sylvania Department of Fisheries, we were very successful in 
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gathering herring and white-fish eggs at Erie, Fa. These eggs 
turned out a very large percentage of fish. 

A large amount of repairing has been done. The old stone 
walls iu most of the ponds were taken down below the water line 
and replaced by solid concrete. The raceway feeding the ponds 
was treated in the same way. Both these improvements bad be- 
come necessary to successful work at the station. We also filled 
and graded an old ice pond below the hatchery. This greatly 
improved the appearance of the grounds. There is some more 
concreting to be done; but the cold weather prevented the work 
this year. The pond at the head of the creek where the old 
planks are should have concrete retaining walls, as the planks 
are rotten. The pond itself should be dredged on account of the 
bad condition which prevails. 

Respectfully yours, 

PRANK REDBAND, 

Foreman. 

Caledonia, N. T., November 1, 1911. 



Chautauqua Station. 

As the records will show, the season from October 1, 1910, to 
October 1, 1911, has been an active and a productive one for this 
station. A record of fish eggs received and collected, fish hatched 
and distributed is given in another report, which shows a decided 
increase over any past season's work. 

Eyed brook trout eggs were bought and shipped here from 
Charles A. Wolters, Weissport, Pa. A small, unaccountable loss 
of these eggs occurred after they were placed on the hatching 
trays. These eggs were replaced by Mr. Wolters without charge. 
Trouble with excessive air in the artesian water was again ex- 
perienced with the brook trout at the fry and first stages of the 
feeding period. Serious loss was prevented by disposing of a 
portion of the fish at the fry period and filling the rearing ponds 
to their capacity. As nice fingerlings were raised from these 
fry as I ever handled. 

The Lake Erie herring work commenced at Dunkirk Decem- 
ber 6th, eloping December 19th. Spawn takers went out on the tugs 
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with the fishermen. They secured the egga as the nets and fish 
came on board of the boat Weather conditions often make it 
difficult to procure and treat the eggs satisfactorily A total of 
37,875,000 eggs was obtained, nearly filling the hatching capacity. 
Thanks are due the Desmond Fish Company, of Dunkirk, for 
the use of their tugs and for able assistance. 

Collection .of maskalonge eggs in Chautauqua lake commenced 
April 22 and ended May 14, 1911. Eleven pound nets were used 
in this work, making a record take of 10,668,000 eggs. Eight 
million six hundred thousand fry were hatched and planted from 
this collection of eggs. 

Through the courtesy of Mr. George Rappole a small plot of 
ground adapted to the building of two small temporary ponds 
for experiment with spawning black bass in artesian water was 
placed at our disposal. Twenty-four adult black bass were 
taken from the lake a short time before they were ready to spawn 
and placed in one of these ponds, proper nests having been pro- 
vided. For the purpose of raising the temperature as much as 
possible the artesian water was run through 100 feet of open 
trough before emptying into the pond. The temperature of this 
water as it flows out of the well is 48 degrees. During warm, 
sunny days the pond temperature would rise to about 70 degrees, 
but would drop back nearly to normal during nights and cloudy, 
cool days. The bass were left in the pond from three to four 
weeks and at times they would work a little on the beds, but none 
of them ever Bpawned. At the end of this time I opened one of 
the female bass and found that the eggs were what we term 
" caked " and that the fish would not spawn. I then returned 
the remaining bass to the lake. 

I put about 1,000 maskalonge fry in the other pond, and they 
all died in a few days. We then collected about 18,000 black 
bass fry from the shore of the lake, in front of the hatchery, and 
placed them in this pond. By feeding them small minnow fry, 
just hatched, the young bass did well ; but as we were unable to 
furnish sufficient food for them, a majority were returned to the 
lake in about ten days. The few remaining oneB were kept for 
fingerlings and did fairly well, but did not grow as such nan do 
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in warmer water. This experience proves to me that while the 
artesian water might be made to do the work, it would never be 
as successful as the warmer or lake water. 

There is little or no room on the present hatchery Bite for in- 
stalling ponds for base culture. I would repeat my suggestion 
of laBt year that some favorable place for this work be secured 
which would furnish a location suitable for keeping some of the 
maskalonge to an older stage before liberating. These fish are 
now all planted at the fry stage. 

The many needed repairs and improvements are under way 
or completed. A new 18 x 34 ft. icehouse ia finished and ready 
for use. A new flagpole was raised near the shore of the lake 
in front of the hatchery. The hatchery and engine-house were 
given two coats of paint on the outside, and the inside of the 
hatchery was varnished and put in good shape. The artesian 
water system was changed so that it now runs through an open 
trough outside of the hatchery before entering the hatching 
troughs which we expect will overcome some if not all of the air 
bubble trouble with the small fish. 

The jar or battery hatching system is changed so that we may 
now use lake water exclusively. This water we find by experience 
is much better for hatching the herring and maskalonge eggs than 
the artesian water. Owing to high water and the lateness of the 
season in disposing of brook trout we did not get the 600 feet of 
8-inch wroughtriron pipe installed in place of the wooden flume 
that furnishes water from the lake to the pumping station. The 
contemplated new rearing ponds were not built, as they could not 
be put in until the iron pipe was placed. I would recommend leav- 
ing the installation of the iron pipe until warm weather and low 
water. 

A new gasoline engine and rotary pump have been ordered 
and are on the way for use in the coming season's work. The pump 
is large enough to do the work of the three pumps now at the 
station. We will keep these three ss reserves which will place 
the pumping plant on a substantial basis. 

I would recommend that seventeen double windows be fur- 
nished for the lower floor of the hatchery. I would also suggest 
the purchase of a power boat to be used for the maskalonge work 
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in the place of hiring one, also to improve and beautify the place, 
that a bulkhead be built along the water front and filled in. This 
would make a place for an attractive lawn and flowers. 
Respectfully touts, 

GRANT E. WINCHESTER, 
Foreman. 
Brans Point, N. Y., November 20, 1911. 



Cold Spring Harbor Station. 

Through the generosity of Mr. Slade, president of the 'South- 
side Sportamens' Club, Oakdale, L. I., we collected a fine lot of 
brook and rainbow trout eggs. Most of these were sent to other 
hatcheries, enough being collected from our ponds to supply all 
demands on this station. These eggs were collected by our men 
with the assistance of Mr. Dan King, who has charge of the 
club ponds. Our eggs were hatched and the fry did very well, 
some of them being carried through the Bummer. 

Our torn cod work was very successful. We had plenty of fry 
of this fish to fill all applications. The reports of good fishing in 
nearby waters show the result of planting in previous years. 

The smelt work was also successful, and a large collection of 
eggs was made. The fry were planted in great numbers. 

The flatfish or winter flounder, the eggs of which are rather 
difficult to collect owing to the rough weather during their 
spawning season in February and March, often get injured when 
confined in trap nets, and are unfit for use. We succeeded in 
collecting a fine lot which hatched very well. 

The lobster work was most gratifying. We collected about 
four times as many eggs as in any previous year. We were ably 
assisted by Capt. E. B. Tuthill in taking these eggs. It was 
through his influence with the fishermen that we obtained so 
many egg lobsters. This branch of the work is done near the 
fish landing at Montauk, L. I., and the fishermen who collect 
the eggs are greatly interested in the work. Many of the young 
lobster fry are planted by the men on their way to the fishing 
grounds. There was a large catch of lobsters this year, a great 
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many of them being berried. The fishermen report a great man; 
small lobsters — no doubt from last season's planting. 

Our record of sea bass was rather small owing to the difficulty 
of keeping the eggs in the floating boxes. This trouble can be 
overcome another season by doing the work in the hatchery 
building erected for this purpose. This building is to be used 
for bass and lobster hatching. 

The improvements made this season include the small hatchery 
building at Montauk, L. I., and the one built near the main hatch- 
ery at Cold Spring Harbor, to be used for salt water work. We 
have made some repairs on our salt water ponds which supply 
this hatchery. Part of our grounds have been filled in, im- 
proving a very unsightly spot We have made other small 
improvements. 

Respectfully yours, 

CHARLES H. WALTERS, 

Foreman. 

CoLn Sphihg Habbob, N. Y., October 1, 1911, 



Delaware Station. 

The work of this hatchery for the past year has been quite 
satisfactory. About 500 cans of brook and brown trout were 
planted. The fish did well after hatching, no disease of a serious 
nature appearing among them. This I ascribe to a very liberal 
use of salt almost from the time the sac was absorbed. 

We had another dry season, although it did not last as long 
as last year. We had most of our small fish planted before the 
drought came on ; but we lost quite a few of our stock fish in the 
ponds. We had plenty of rain the latter part of the summer and 
this fall, so that the ground is now pretty well filled with water 
for the winter. 

The improvements have been quite extensive this year, such 
as painting hatchery buildings, workshop and icehouse, laying 
a new cement sluice or outlet from races to brook, relining head 
trough and sluice around races, laying a short piece of cement 
walk, replanking cover for intake pipe at dam, placing new 
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stringers under drive bridge, new flagpole and several other 
minor things which all add very much to the appearance of the 
place. I was also allowed to make several improvements to the 
dwelling-house which were very much needed. Our races outside 
of the hatchery will need rebuilding another year. 

The fishing in the Delaware river near here was good. Nice 
baskets of brown trout were caught, also a moderate number of 
rainbows nine and ten inches long. 

The pine and spruce trees planted here two years ago last 
spring are doing finely. The pines made a splendid growth this 
year. 

Respectfully yours, 

H. E. ANNIN, 

Foreman. 

Uasoaebtvillb, N. Y., October 1, 1911. 



Fultoh Chain Station. 

The output of this station for the fiscal year was 5,201,060 
fish. We filled 268 applications and in most cases the parties 
were on hand to meet the fish; but some applicants seemed to 
think that if they do not come to the railroad station designated 
on the application blank the messenger will hold the fish for them. 
This cannot be done because the fish require the constant care of 
an attendant and the messengers are obliged to continue on their 
way to fill the applications of other people. In such cases the fish 
are carried forward to the next applicant on the route. 

The water was very warm here the latter part of May, causing 
quite a loss of brook trout; but was cooler through June, and we 
were very successful in disposing of our fingerlings. 

We built two large trap nets for our whitefish work this season, 
and expect to increase our take of whitefish eggs by several 
millions. 

We have shingled and painted the icehouse and painted the 
storehouse. We also laid a cement walk along the street, in front 
of the hatchery, and from the street to the hatchery, which 
greatly improves the grounds. We have laid an additional 8-inch 



, y Google 



Conservation Commission. 185 

pipe from the dam to the bulkhead and a 6-inch pipe from there 
to the hatcher;. Two 1-inch pipes distribute the water to dif- 
ferent parte of the building. By this method the water supply 
is doubled and the capacity for raising nngerling fish is greatly 
increased. 

Respectfully yours, 

WILLIAM H. BURKE, 

Foreman. 
Old Foboe, November 15, 1911. 



Linlithoo Station. 

I submit herewith my report of this station for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 1011. The work at this station has 
been carried on as usual excepting that many repairs have been 
made. The conduit leading to the main reservoir was originally 
laid with 10-inch tile. This was broken by the frost of last 
winter so that it had to be taken up and restored. The repair- 
ing was done by putting in 100 feet of 10-inch iron pipe and 
incasing the most of the remainder in cement. It will be neces- 
sary to take up all the tiling and put iron pipes in its place 
before it will be a permanent fixture. 

The pipe which conducts the water to the dwelling-house from 
the hatchery was so near the surface of the ground that it was 
practically frozen up all last winter. This has all been taken up 
and put below the frost line. 

American field fence has been bought for all the line fencing 
of the grounds and put up excepting on that portion along the 
Bonneville estate. This would have been completed bad we known 
just where the line is. As no monument work was made at the 
time of the condemnation proceedings of this tract, we have not 
been able, as yet, to establish a line. 

A drilled well, seventy-five feet deep, has been put down about 
six feet east of the hatchery, and an engine and pump bought 
for pumping the water into the hatchery. Water at a tempera- 
ture of 52 degrees was found and a flow of from fifteen to 
twenty gallons per minute. We expect by this to hold our 
brook trout up to nngerling size. 
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The frost of last winter opened a seam in the large reservoir, 
along the east and south sides, from two to six inches wide. This 
has been plugged with concrete, but I am afraid it will not stand 
the frost 

The total output of fry and fingerlings from LinKthgo hatch- 
ery has been very satisfactory. On February 2, 1911, we re- 
ceived 600,000 eyed brook trout egga from C. A. Woltera, of 
Weiasport, Pa. From April 7th to May 3d we distributed 
479,000 brook trout fry on 72 applications. 

The collection of shad eggs was carried on in the vicinity of 
Rhinecliff. The eggs were bought from the fishermen at the 
usual price of $10 per 100,000 eyed eggs. The hot weather in 
May shortened the run; but we liberated 4,707,260 fry. On 
September 23d, 100,000 fingeriing shad were let out of the ponds 
into the Roeliff Jansen. These were put into the ponds June 8th 
and fed on water meal. When liberated they ranged from two 
to six inches in length. 

The small mouthed black baas did well this year as compared 
with last year ; 4,400 were sent out as fry on 14 applications and 
6,750 as fingerlings on 22 applications. Twenty-five of 
the adult base were taken out of the ponds and put into Hayner 
pond in Rensselaer county. 

We succeeded this year in raising a few calico bass. This is 
the first of this species that we have been able to raiae since they 
were put into the ponds three years ago. On May 3d fifty-four 
short-nosed sturgeon were put into a pond for rearing purposes. 
They evidently spawned, but some bass escaped into the pond 
and all the sturgeon fry were eaten by them. 

In getting food fish for the adult bass, we collected and hatched 
360,000 yellow perch fry. We put seventeen long-eared sunfish 
in a pond by themselves and took therefrom, on September 23d, 
1,028 fine fingerlings. 

The total number of herring hatched was about 25,000,000. 
The decrease in the herring output was due no doubt to the ex- 
tremely warm weather in early June. The water being so warm 
and the fish remaining in the nets so long before the eggs were 
taken made the percentage hatched lower than usual. 
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All of out stock fiah have been very healthy and free from 
disease this year. Only six of the adult black bass died and 
four of these deaths were accidental. None of the sturgeon died, 
and only a few of the calico bass. Twelve of the calico bass were 
found growing light colored and upon examination swellings like 
boils were found upon them. Incisions were made in these swell- 
ings and by the help of tweezers a long reddish worm was ex- 
tracted. The wound was thoroughly cleansed with salt and an 
application of oil applied. All of these fish are alive yet This 
treatment was applied' in the latter part of October, 1910. 

Three large beds on the south side of the hatchery made a 
fine display of flowers and were admired by many of the visitors 
during the flowering season. The grounds were kept neat and 
tidy and caused much favorable comment from those who saw 
them. 

About the only improvement needed the coming year, except 
pond building, which will be done by the regular hatchery force, 
is to replace the 10-inch tiling by 10-inch iron pipe. 
Very respectfully yours, 

WALLACE D. EHINES, 

Linlithoo, N. Y., September 30, 1911. Foreman. 



Oneida Station. 

The work for the past season upon the whole has been very 
successful. The pikeperch were more plentiful than ever before 
during the spawning season and were larger in size. Eggs were 
taken from 3,130 females and milt from 16,343 males. They not 
only filled the hatchery, but furnished the Caledonia hatchery 
with 285 quarts of eggs to be hatched for distribution in the 
western part of the State, 

The bass ponds have been a success in regard to hatching ; but 
the stock bass did not thrive during the hot weather. They were 
all returned to Oneida lake, and we have since thoroughly cleaned 
out the ponds and salted them, using about two tons of Bait to 
each pond. 

We were quite successful in hatching yellow perch in the early 
part of May. 
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There were distributed from the hatchery this year 9,180,000 
tullibee fry, 131,835,000 pikeperch fry, of which 105,285,000 
were planted in Oneida lake, and the balance distributed among 
201 applicants. Yellow perch fry, numbering 95,000,000, were 
liberated in Oneida lake. Of the 203,500 black boss fry 149,000 
were planted in Oneida lake, and the rest were sent to 143 
applicants. The small-mouthed black base raised to fingerling 
age numbered 11,622. Of these 11,000 were planted in Oneida 
lake after the close of the fiscal year. 

A very large number of yellow perch fingerlings were planted 
upon application from eighty-two persons; but this work had 
scarcely begun at the close of the fiscal year. Some of the adult 
fish exhibited at the 'State Fair at Syracuse (26) representing 
several species were planted in Onondaga lake after the close of 
the fair. 

The total number of fish distributed during the fiscal year was 
236,318,248. 

The eye trouble with the yellow perch fingerlings in Frederick 
creek has been very slight this fall. The lamprey eels were 
about as abundant as in 1910, and they killed thousands of fish 
in the lake. There has not been quite so many muskrats in the 
bass ponds this year as usual. 

The hatchery is in good condition and also all the other build- 
ings. We are rather crowded for storeroom for small boats, 
nets, etc., but will Boon begin to build a storehouse 18 x 50 feet, 
which I think will furnish plenty of room for everything. 

We have rebuilt a small dam at the pond which supplies the 
stripping-honae with water. 

The following species of fish were obtained from Oneida lake 
for the State Fair at Syracuse: Pike, pikeperch, pickerel, yellow 
perch, Bunfiah, strawberry bass, bullheads, large-mouthed black 
bass, small-mouthed black bass, lamprey, catfish, carp, eel and 
suckers. 

Respectfully yours, 

GEORGE F. SCRIBA, 

Foreman. 

Cohstahtta, N. T., December 18, 1911. 
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The large lake lamprey spawns in the creeks near Oneida 
lake in Ma; or June. The immature animals abound in the mud 
and sand of the creek shores and the effects of the parasite are 
observed daily on the surface of the lake for a considerable period 
of time, beginning in June or July. Large numbers of tullibee, 
pikcperch, suckers and other lake species may be seen floating at 
the surface as victims of the lamprey's appetite for blood. 

In 1911, the lake lamprey was spawning in Frederick creek, 
at Constantia, about May 25th, continuing for one week. It 
usually spawns in Jane. 

Cayuga lake inlet, near Ithaca, is an excellent location for the 
large, freshwater lamprey. Spawning begins there about May 
20th and continues well into June. Another fine location for 
study is at Constantia, N. Y., in tributaries of Oneida lake. 

The marine lamprey spawns in the Nisseqnoque river, at 
Smith town, L. I., about the 1st of May. Many large specimens 
have been observed near the bridge which crosses the river at the 
Riverside Inn, about one-half mile from the railroad station. No 
doubt this species may be found in other small streams on both 
sides of Long Island. 

Short-Noscd Stuhqbon. 

The following notes on the short-nosed sturgeon are extracted 
from an article by the writer in Bulletin 60, New York State 
Museum, pages 68-69: 

This little known sturgeon has not been generally recognized 
anywhere except in the Delaware and in Gravesend bay; only a 
few specimens have been obtained in the river, and it is rare in 
Gravesend bay. Professor Ryder collected five examples at Dela- 
ware City in the spring of 1888 and has published a description 
of the species in the Bulletin of the United States Fish Commis- 
sion for that year. 

The largest specimen known was thirty-three inches long; 
individuals twenty inches long are capable of reproducing the 
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Spawning takes place in the Delaware during May. The eggs 
are deposited in depths of one to five fathoms on hard bottom in 
brackish or nearly fresh water. Professor Ryder states that the 
eggs are extruded by rubbing the belly either against hard places 
on the river bed or against the rough bodies of the males, two 
or more of which accompany each female. The gravid roe fish 
are larger than the males. ■ Professor Ryder found the ova more 
or less adhesive immediately after their removal from the abdo- 
men, but the sticky mucus covering is soluble in water. The 
period of hatching varies from four to six days. 

Up to the third month of its life the young sturgeon has 
minute conical teeth in its jaws, and at this age it is believed to 
subsist on "rhizopods, unicellular algsj, infusoria, minute 
larvae of insects and worms, crustaceans, etc." Still following 
the observations of Professor Ryder, we learn that the sturgeon, 
when it has reached a length of one inch to one and one-half 
inches, has minute teeth on the floor of the pharynx and feeds 
on small water fleas, and probably algte, worms, embryo fishes, 
insects and fresh-water copepods. Later in life the fish seeks 
larger crustaceans, and the adults occasionally contain fragments 
of mussel shells. The young fish have been caught under the 
ice in midwinter, and are known to pass most of the year in fresh 
water. 

A single small example of this sturgeon was brought to the 
New York Aquarium from Qravesend hay May 13, 1896, and 
was alive and in good condition in November, 1898. 

Br. Smith records the occurrence of the species along with the 
common sturgeon at Wood's Hole, Mass., but says it is less 
numerous. It is captured in the traps. 

On March 18, 1911, Mr. Walter Flicker, of Maiden, N. T., 
wrote me that be hoped to show that this species is plentiful in 
the Hudson river. He stated that it spawns on a rough, muddy 
bottom in deep water where there are plenty of sticks and cinders. 
He believes it begins to Bpawn about May 15th. It does not spawn 
as quickly as some other fish, but appears to take some time. He 
claims that it can be found in the Hudson throughout the year. 

On March 22, 1911, Mr. Flicker delivered two females and 
one male to the foreman of the Linlithgo Station, and during die 
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month of May be collected fifty-four additional individuals for 
observation at Linlithgo. 

In 1908, employees of the Pennsylvania Fisheries Commission 
noted that the short-nosed sturgeon in the Delaware river reached 
the spawning age at a very much earlier period and when of a 
much smaller size than was usually supposed. A number of these 
sturgeon were captured and placed in one of the larger ponds at 
the Torresdale hatchery. They were about equally divided as to 
sex. The majority produced either ripe eggs or milt, but neither 
sex ripened at the same time as the other. In the spring of 1909, 
a large pond was stocked with small short-nosed sturgeon rang- 
ing from a foot and a half to three feet in length. There were 
about five males to one female. Two females ripened at the 
same time as four males, and the eggs were taken. The eggs of 
the first female were not all ripe, and very few of the eggs were 
hatched. A second lot of eggs was treated differently and a good 
proportion of them were incubated. The result of the wort con- 
ducted at Torresdale in 1909 indicated that they are not suit- 
able for hatching by the jar method. The eggs are so heavy and 
glutinous that, in the first place, the jars had to be set one at 
every trough in order to furnish a sufficient force of water to 
move the eggs, and secondly, on account of their heaviness, those 
which fungused would not rise to the top of the jar, making 
screening almost impossible. It was believed by the Superin- 
tendent that much better results could be obtained by hatching 
the eggs on lake trout trays. 

The sturgeon cannot be kept over the winter in shallow ponds. 

The short-nosed sturgeon at Linlithgo i&tation were caught in 
the Hudson river in the spring of 1911. On May 15th, there were 
fifty-seven in a pond, among them a number of gravid females. 
When the pond was drawn down in the fall it waB discovered that 
the fish had spawned ; but no fry were found. A few basa had 
accidentally got into the pond, and it is believed that they 
destroyed all the young fish. 

The only loss of sturgeon was one fish which jumped into the 
outlet and remained bo long out of water that it could not be 
revived. 
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The sturgeon were fed upon pond snails and crawfish, both of 
which are abundant at Linlithgo. They consumed the snails in 
very large quantities. They will also eat pieces of fresh fish, 
although this is probably not a natural food for the species. 

One of the sturgeon was partly melanistic, the dark blotches 
being numerous and very large. Thirty of the fish were sent to 
the New York Aquarium where they are still living and in good 
condition. 

The remaining sturgeon were liberated in the Roeliff Jansen 
kill. 

It is the intention to take the short-nosed sturgeon again at 
the proper time in the Hudson, and, if possible, collect the eggs 
artificially aud hatch them in a protected place. The fry can 
be reared in a small pond free from fish enemies, and it is hoped 
that the method will prove successful. 

Catfish. 

Catfish usually spawn in the month of May, and sometimes 
continue until the middle of June. In open waters the parent 
fish make holes under the banks and deposit the eggs in large 
masses. The very young fish look like little black tadpoles. The 
old fish accompanies the brood for a certain time, swimming 
around the swarm to keep them together. At such times it would 
be very easy to destroy the catfish by thousands. In Chautau- 
qua lake the hatchery employees have caught thousands of pounds 
at a time in pound nets Bet for maskalonge. It would seem that 
by netting and by removing the swarms of young the fish could 
easily be reduced to such an extent as to cease to be troublesome. 

According to a letter of the hatchery foreman dated May 9, 1911, 
the pound nets set for maskalonge in Chautauqua lake do not now 
take many catfish. The greatest number caught in any one net 
in a night was seventy-five ; fifteen would be a good average for 
seven out of the eleven nets. 

Minnows. 

It is a very difficult thing to keep a large number of minnows 

in a small place. Fungus always attacks them ; but it is not the 

cause of disease as it usually follows after some injury. The 

remedy for fungus is common salt. This may be placed in the 
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water in large quantities and the fish allowed to remain in the 
brine until they begin to show signs of distress, then flush out 
the tank with fresh water. The awift-water chub or homed dace, 
also the black-nosed dace, will not endure captivity as well as 
some other minnows. A good food for the minnow is minced 
earthworms and clams. Bread is not suitable for them. Spratt's 
put up a fish food consisting chiefly of animal meal which has 
been used successfully. 

SSad. 

The upper waters of our shad streams have been so obstructed 
by high dams and otherwise made unfit for the reproduction of 
the species that the shad now spawns at comparatively short dis- 
tances from the sea. For example, our men now take eggs at 
Rhinecliff, on the Hudson, a point 89 miles above New York 
and 45 miles below Castleton, which was the breeding ground 
of the shad twenty odd years ago. Still earlier the nsh ascended 
the river as far as the dam at Troy which is 150 miles north of 
New York. They could not ascend farther. Fishways have not 
affected the movements of the shad upstream as far as can be 
ascertained. 

On May 9, 1911, the first lot of shad eggs, consisting of 22 
quarts, or 616,000 eggs, were delivered by fishermen at Rhine- 
cliff to the Linlithgo 'Station. On the following day 31 quarts, 
equalling 868,000 eggs, were received from the same source. The 
number collected during the first two days of the season whs 
greater than the average yield for the entire season a few 
years ago. 

An improvement in the method of transferring the Bhad fry 
from the hatchery to the Koeliff Jansen kill has been devised by 
Foreman Khines. He has connected a heavy rain spout with the 
receiving trough into which the fry pass as fast as they are 
hatched. ThiB spout drops more than twenty feet before it 
reaches the creek, and in order to overcome the danger of shock 
a 45 degree elbow was introduced outside of the hatchery. By 
this means the little fish are conveyed gently into an artificial 
eddy made in 'the stream and from here they can readily pass 
into the creek and thence into the Hudson. 
7 
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According to previous experience the fry will remain in the 
creek for a considerable period before entering the river. More 
than 100,000 of the fry were reared to fingerling size in a pond 
prepared for their growth. They were fed upon cracker dust 
in addition to which they had swarms of minute crustaceans 
which reproduced naturally in the pond. 

Black Spotted Tbout. 
The black spotted trout is no longer limited to Adirondack 
lakes. It has been found in the Boquet river, near Elizabeth- 
town, N. Y., and the commission has introduced it into the Cats- 
kills. It is hoped that the species will be established in many 
suitable waters of the State. 

Bbowh Tbout. 
The brown trout has the following coloration: On the head, 
body and dorsal fin "usually numerous red and black spots, the 
latter circular or egg-shaped, and some of them with a pale 
border ; yellowish margin usually present on the front of the dor- 
sal and anal and the outer part of the ventral. The dark spots 
are few in number below the lateral line. The ground color of 
the body is brownish or brownish black varying with food and 
locality. This trout has been hybridized with the Loch Leven 
trout extensively. 

Loch Lkven Tbout. 
The Loch Leven trout has the following coloration : 
Upper parts brownish or greenish olive, or sometimes with a 
reddish tinge, sides silvery with a varying number of egg-shaped 
black spots, or sometimes rounded brown spots or rounded black 
spots which may be ocellated. Occasionally red spots are seen 
on the sides, and the adipose fin may have several bright orange 
spots, or it may show a red edge and several dark spots; sides 
of the head with round black spots; dorsal and adipose fins 
usually with numerous small brown spots ; tip of pectoral black- 
ish; anal and caudal fins unspotted, but the caudal sometimes 
has an orange margin, and the anal a white edge with black at 
its base; a similar edge may sometimes be observed on the 
ventral. 
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The Loch Leven trout is the land-locked form of the Euro- 
pean sea trout, trad in its natural habitat can easily be distin- 
guished from the brown trout which is a fresh water species. 

Lake Tbodt. 

Differences in the flesh colors and game qualities of lake 
trout will be found wherever this trout exists. It is generally 
supposed that the color of flesh depends upon the food; but this 
is not settled. The fish experts have reached the conclusion after 
careful study of large series of specimens from various waters 
that we have only one lake trout, properly so-called, in North 
America. Perhaps there may still be some doubt concerning 
the form of the fish which is found in certain lakes. The differ- 
ence in color is not regarded as indicating distinct species of fish. 

In lake George the most successful trolling bait for lake 
trout is a small whitefiah, locally known as frost-fish. In S'un- 
apee lake the land locked smelt is an excellent bait for this 
trout. For a short time after the ice leaves the lakes, these fish 
will rise readily to artificial flies; but this mode of fishing does 
not last long. 

Pikeperch are taken by trolling with a spoon such as we use 
for black bass. For still fishing live minnows are preferred 
to all other baits, especially such as are more or lesB transparent 
and silvery, for example the fallfish, the corporal, the redfin 
and the gudgeon. In Oneida lake the best results have been 
obtained with large angle worms and crawfish. When the fish 
are near the shore many are taken by trolling with minnows at- 
tached to the spoon ; but when they are in deeper water the baits 
above mentioned are effective. There is usually little difficulty 
in taking a mess of pikeperch, but the fishing for lake trout is 
more uncertain. A very nice lake trout was taken in Star 
lake recently on a small live minnow which was hooked through 
the body near the base of the tail, so that its movements in the 
water were rather lively. The principal difficulty in the capture 
of lake trout is due to the omnivorous appetite of the fiBh. It 
is generally so full of food that it is not inclined to take bait 
of any kind. 
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Pikb. 

On January 19, 1911, the attention of the Forest, Fish and 
Game Commissioner was called to the presence of a great breeding 
ground of the pike in Lake George, and it was stated that eggs 
could be collected in enormous quantities in very shallow water 
soon after the ice leaves the creek and that they could be easily 
hatched in floating boxes and placed in the lake where this fish, 
locally called " pickerel," is highly prized as a food and game 
fish. 

Late in April, 1911, some fyke nets were sent from the Lin- 
lithgo Station to Lake George for the use of Mr. E. S. Cassel- 
man, of Dorset, Vt~, who was selected to carry on the work of 
pike hatching in Dunham's bay, Lake George. Mr. Casselman 
was on the spawning ground April 15th, and examined the breed- 
ing swamp in company of Mr. William H. Burnett. He wrote, on 
April 19th, that the pike had not yet begun to run up to the breed- 
ing grounds. The lake was very low and consequently the water 
had not set back over the vast marsh as usual, and therefore the 
pike would have to suawn in the deep channel of the creek, and 
their eggs could not be collected in the shoal water of the bogs ; but 
the fish would have to be caught in the creek in nets and stripped 
artificially. 

Mr. Casselman corroborates the reports of the Fish Culturist 
to the effect that Lake George and its vicinity furnish favorable 
grounds for artificial culture of the pike and various species of 
the salmon family. 

The pike began to run April 24th. On April 25th the first eggs 
were taken from pike caught in fyke nets. A gill net was used 
later for the capture of males, but this required constant watch- 
ing so as to liberate the pike before injury was caused by the net 

On May 1st the last eggs were taken. The eggs were hatched 
in twelve Seth Green shad boxes. 

The whole number of pike netted was 237, of which 54 were 
egg-bearing females. The number of eggs obtained was esti- 
mated at 30 quarts, and they were hatohed with a loss of about 
25 per cent. Some of the boxes did not yield this percentage of 
fry and others exceeded it. The weight of the females taken 
varied from 4 to 8 pounds. 
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The eggs were slightly adhesive, or cohesive; they were in- 
clined to stick to each other and not to other substances with 
which they came in contact, as for example the egg pan; but by 
a generous use of milt and gentle movement with a feather and 
avoiding exposure to the air after water had been added, and 
leaving them in the milted water for fifteen minutes this cohesion 
was entirely overcome and they became completely separated. 

The milt of from 3 to 5 males was usually required to fer- 
tilize the eggs of 1 female. The eggs hatched in from 10 to 15 
days at a water temperature varying from 57 degrees to 65 de- 
grees. The eggs taken on May 1st hatched in ten days at temper- 
atures of 61 to 63 degrees. 

The fry or embryo, when first hatched is very helpless and 
has a very large yolk sac in proportion to its length. The sac 
is folly absorbed in about five days in a temperature of 61 to 65 
degrees. These notes on the hatching of the pike in Lake George 
are from the reports of Mr. Casselman. 

This experiment with the pike made a very favorable impres- 
sion upon the property-owners on Lake George, and the senti- 
ment is very strongly in favor of continuing the operations. Br. 
Fielding, of Glens Falls, has recently purchased the ground at 
the entrance to Dunham's bay creek, and he informed the Com- 
mission that it could have the free use of the property for the 
purpose of propagating pike or other fish for Lake George. He 
realizes the need of restocking the lake and expressed his readi- 
ness to aid in the work by giving this property for the use of 
the State. 

Mr. E. B. Gardner, of Elmira, under date of January 25, 
1911, states that northern pike are now found in Eldridge lake. 
Some years ago one of the officials of the Northern Central rail- 
road brought some pike from Sodus bay and placed them in the 
lake, and lately they have been catching them. Mr. Gardner 
says if there were not so many small fish in the lake for the pike 
to feed on the sport would be great. A merchant last fall caught 
one that weighed eight pounds by casting from the shore, and on 
the night of January 24th a friend of Mr. Gardner brought into 
his office one weighing five and one-half pounds that he had 
caught fishing <through the ice. This was the third pike caught 
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in tbtt way dnring the winter. Eldridge lake is well supplied 
with aquatic plants, and is fifty feet deep in the center. It has 
no inlet, hut in fed by springs. 

Mabkalohob. 

On May 8, 1911, the foreman of the Chautauqua hatchery 
reported as follows: 

" With to-day's take of 'longe eggs we have 230 quarts, 9,660.- 
000 eggs, which is the largest number, according to records here, 
taken since the years 1898 and 1899, when 10,020,000 were se- 
cured each year. Ten quarts more will break the record, and it 
looks very encouraging. * * * 

" I have the head of a 'longe that we got to-day that weighed 
40 pounds, 4 feet 2 inches long; greatest girth 24 inches; caudal 
fin IIV2 inches spread out" 

On May 10th he reported that the take of maskalonge eggs 
on that day broke all records. 

On May 23d the foreman reported that during the egg-collecting 
season for maskalonge eleven pound nets were used and 2,395 mas- 
kalonge were taken. Of this number 1,295 were ripe males and 
303 ripe females. Two hundred and fifty-four quarto of eggs were 
obtained, representing 10,668,000 eggs. From these eggs 8,600,- 
000 fry were distributed. 

Complaints are occasionally received by the Commission of 
the loss of fry in transit. It is always risky to carry maska- 
longe far from their native waters, especially in a hot season. 

On April 27, 1911, the foreman had collected 14,500 eggs. 
Cold weather has retarded the spawning, but conditions were more 
favorable toward the end of April. 

In the spring of 1911 the foreman at the Chautauqua Station 
reported that the glass tubes used in the Meehan hatching jars 
are very destructive to maskalonge eggs, and he suspected that 
they also injured the eggs of lake herring. The first maska- 
longe eggs taken were run with the glass tubes and became a total 
loss, after which he changed to the bell-mouthed tube. He made 
a test, using a tube of each kind on some eggs that came out of 
the same pan when put up and found that the one with the glass 
tube soon killed the eggs, causing over one-half of them to turn 
white in less than twenty-four hours, while the eggs with the bell- 
mouthed, tube were good. 
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Calico Bass. 

The calico bass at the Linlithgo Station suffered a loss of only 
one fish in their pond. On Ma; 15th there were 219 in the pond, 
and indications were that the; would make nests very soon. 
They were so tame as to feed out of the hands of the attendants. 

In transferring them at the Linlithgo station in the fall, forty- 
nine little ones were found. This is not a great many, but it goes 
to prove that thia species may be raised artificially at Linlithgo. 

Stjnfish. 

On June 5, 1911, many young sunnsh, Lepomis gibbosus, were 

coming into the hatchery tanks at Constantia with the water 

supply. They are readily distinguished from the baas by their 

deeper body and paler color. 

Blaohi Bass. 

The black bass at the Linlithgo station were wintered over in 
their pond without the loss of a single fish. On May 15th they 
were very plump in appearance, and had already begun to pre-, 
pare nests. 

The black bass which were wintered over in Pond No, 3 at 
the Oneida station, after deducting all losses through parasitism, 
numbered sixty-three. On May 12cth these were in fine condition, 
plump and healthy, and were transferred to another pond. 

The spawning season at Constantia began two weeks earlier in 
1911 than in 1910. Bass fry were seen in the ponds on May 25th. 
The season continued later than in 1910. The foreman found 
seven nests on June 6th, from which a large number of fry were 
obtained. 

An excellent method of feeding black bass is by producing 
minnows such as shiners and chubs, also suckers, in a narrow 
race as near a natural brook as possible and located in such a 
manner as to facilitate emptying the water into ponds intended 
for rearing young bass. The minnows and suckers are allowed 
to breed naturally. When the eggs hatch and the fry are able 
to move about they drop down into the bass pond and serve as 
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food for the young 'bass. The raceway is screened at the foot 
to prevent the escape of the large minnows and also at the intake 
in order to retain the minnows and fry. The different species 
of minnows spawn at different times, and the best plan is to keep 
them separate and select those whose spawning period will be 
as extended as possible. 

Bass fry are also fed upon fish food ground to a consistency 
suitable for them; but they must learn to eat prepared food, 
whereas they will take the little minnows without any instruc- 
tion. When live food is furnished to the bass in sufficient quan- 
tities the loss from cannibalism iB very small. 

At the Chautauqua Station on June 15, 1911, the foreman 
found some young small mouthed bass naturally hatched which 
were seven-eighths of an inch long. Very little evidence of can- 
nibalism was observed among them at that time. The young had 
plenty of natural food. The adult black bass at the station had 
not spawned. It is probable that the artesian water was too cold 
for their nesting. 

Chi June 10, 1911, the foreman had 17,680 black bass fry in 
■ a pond, which were naturally hatched in Chautauqua lake. 
They were thriving and fed freely on the fry of minnows. 

Pikeperch. 

The work of collecting pikeperch eggs at the Oneida station 
in 1911 began a week later than usual, and on April 16th the total 
quantity of eggs in the hatchery was only 84 quarts, containing 
12,600,000 eggs. The ice was driven away from the mouth of 
Scriba creek. The wind was strong and cold. The pikeperch 
were running fairly well, and were somewhat abundant in Scriba 
creek. 

On April 26th the station had about 900 quarts, or 135,000,000 
of eggs and had shipped 295 quarts to the Caledonia hatchery, 
an unprecedented yield for the station at Constantia. The out- 
put of fry from these eggs was 162,745,000. 

Some of the eggs were shipped to Caledonia in cans, and others 
in egg cases. Those shipped in cases arrived in as good condi- 
tion as the eggs sent in cans in the care of a messenger. 



, y Google 



, y Google 



, y Google 



COKSBBVATIOS COJOOSSIOW. 201 

The pikepereh at Constantia are caught very largely in trap- 
nets by our men. These nets have also taken common pike, 
pickerel, yellow perch, strawberry bass, chubs, suckers, bullheads 
and lawyers or burbot. 

The number of pikepereh taken for the Oneida hatchery in 
1911 was 136,311, an increase of more than 36,000 over the num- 
ber taken in 1910. Of these the number of females stripped was 
3,130, and the number of males 16,343. The females furnished 
1,215 quarts of eggs, estimated at 150,000 to the quart 

In April when the pikepereh are spawning in Scriba creek, 
at Constantia, the stream is filled with small yellow perch and 
minnows which come up to feed upon the eggs and fry of that 
species. The percentage of pikepereh fry which escapes the 
depredations of enemies in Scriba creek is so small as to be 
hardly worth consideration, and herein lies one great advantage 
of artificial culture; the Oneida hatchery averages about 90 per 
cent of fry from the eggs taken, and the fry are planted in 
smaller lots where the enemies are leas abundant. 

On May 12, 1911, the pikepereh at the Oneida station were 
practically all hatched, and the planting of the fry was well 
advanced. 

On April 20, 1911, Mr. Chester K. Green, of Cape Vincent, 
N. T., had only a few pikepereh in the pens at his station, and 
some of them were nearly ready to spawn. The ice up to that 
date had been very heavy in Lake Ontario, the water very cold 
and as a consequence fishermen had taken only a few fish. 

The work was conducted at Mnd creek. The firat take of eggs 
was on April 21st, about three weeks later than the normal spawn- 
ing season. During the first week of the spawning season 16,- 
000,000 eggs were secured. 

Yellow Perch. 

At Constantia, K". T., yellow perch began to spawn April 25, 

1911. Foreman Scriba collected a large number of gravid fish, 

and placed them in a large tank near the stripping-house. The 

eggs hatched duly and resulted in planting 95,000,000 of fry 
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in Oneida lake. In addition, 300,000 fingerling yellow perch 
were sent from the station to fill applications from many parts 
of the State. 

The Syracuse Herald, of December 29, 1910, had the follow- 
ing notes on the capture of yellow perch in Onondaga lake: 

"Catches of perch that delight the fishermen have been made 
on Onondaga lake, at Liverpool, daring the past few days, and 
the ice has been dotted with hundreds of people either fishing 
or watching those engaged. The perch were in big schools and 
took the baits offered them freely. Baskets heavily laden with 
the fish have been coming into the city, to be sold to markets or 
distributed among the fortunate friends of the fishermen. 

" The fishing has all been done through the ice, and yesterday 
there was a crowd that it was estimated numbered 500 on the 
ice. Most of these were busy with their lines and hooks, but 
there were many who went on the ice to see the sport. Others 
who went first as spectators became deeply interested and then 
paid good prices for the use of tackle with which to get their 
share of the fishing. The fishing for several days last week was 
good. Then came several poor days, but yesterday the fish were 
again taking hold and the catches were very large." 

The above is quoted to show how abundant the yellow perch 
have become in Onondaga lake, and to account, perhaps, for the 
disappearance of the tullibee from that lake. Years ago the 
tullibee was abundant there, but now it is seldom or never seen. 
The well-known egg-eating habit of the yellow perch may help 
to explain this disappearance. 

FROGS. 

The main thing to attend to in shipping live frogs is to give 
them all the air possible by having wire screens in the top and 
ends of the shipping box. They should have plenty of water 
plants which should be wet at the start and have the water re- 
newed by the express messenger, if the journey be a long one, 
several times on the way. No food is necessary, but water is 
absolutely needed. 
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The frog and the toad are not useful additions to the fauna 
of trout lakes, and the newt, or so-called lizard, has very doubtful 
value ; but it may not do any injury. 

FISH FOOD. 

In restricted ponds we give our fish beef liver ground to the 
proper consistency, that is, very fine for the young fish and 
coarser for the large ones. The hearts of domestic animals are 
also used for food in the same way. Minnows and suckers 
ground up fine are extensively employed for trout food. The 
best of all the foods for trout are insects, their lame, small shells, 
crawfish, etc, which are found in good trout streams. Certain 
waters contain email crustaceans, including the so-called fresh- 
water shrimp, and many smaller forms which are excellent for 
trout 

Preference is given in the State hatcheries to sheep's plucks 
for feeding fish, but hog plucks have been used successfully by 
noted breeders. 

Important trout foods are snails, dragon flies, May flies and 
caddice flies. Caddice cases and larvse are found very generally 
around the shores of some lakes and their small tributaries. They 
stand high in importance as trout food. The cases are readily 
regurgitated after their contents have been absorbed by the fish. 
The larva; and the older stages up to the perfect form of the fly 
are easily taken during their season. 

The snails, of which the Planorbis is now most abundant in 
some lakes, are excellent food for trout 

Mr. L. M. Doming, of Edmeston, N. Y., sent to the Commis- 
sion, on May 25, 1911, a snail which forms an important part 
of the food of brook trout in a pond belonging to him. He 
writes that he caught four trout from 9Y2 to 11 inches long on 
May 25th. Their stomachs all contained bugs, insect larvse and 
from 5 to 16 snails. A specimen of the shell referred to was 
identified at the State Museum as a common species of Planorbis. 
Mr. Deming has found a great many large and small shells in 
the stomachs of his trout, and he writes that the trout feed ex- 
tensively on snails and grow very fast. One of the trout exam- 
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ined by him on May 25th had eaten 16 snails, 1 June bog, 2 insect 
larvse — each about 1 inch long with a hard shell (probably a 
caddice fly larva), 1 hard shell and a lot of small flies and bugs. 

TROUT FOOD. 

Lane's Food for trout conBists of the following ingredients : 
2 quarts animal meal. 
\ l /z pounds of salt. 
8 qnarts corn meal. 
16 quarts mill middlings. 
24 quarts of water brought to a boil. 

These articles are thoroughly cooked, and when properly cooled 
are pressed through a colander-like receptacle into worm like 
strings of about a finger length. These " worms " are allowed to 
dry, and are afterward fed to the trout. They do not disinte- 
grate rapidly in the water, and seldom fall to the bottom before 
the fish get them. 

TROUT DISEASES. 

There was considerable loss of brook trout fry at the Adi- 
rondack hatchery in the spring of 1911. When the eggB from 
which these fry were hatched were received, they appeared to 
be in very good condition ; but when the fish hatched they lacked 
vitality, and there was notable loss. The tail of the fish turned 
white, the fry lived only a day or two and then died. 

FISH ENEMIES. 

The fish hawk is a very destructive bird at the Oneida station. 
It attacks the adult bass in the ponds. It does not eat the entire 
fish, but simply eviscerates its victim and leaves the remainder. 

FISH PARASITES. 

Many of the minnows which are caught in large numbers for 
the food of black bass and calico bass at the Linlithgo station 
have been found suffering from the attacks of larval worms which 
enter the crystalline lens and destroy the sight It is common to 
find fish with one eye absent and some are totally blind. The 
flab is only a temporary host of the larval worm whose final devel- 
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■opment takes place in certain water birds which eat the fish. 
Unfortunately we have no effective means of checking this para- 
site except to keep water birds off the premises. An account of 
this cataract caused by worm lame is given by Dr. Hofer in his 
Handbuch der Fischkrankheiten, 1904, pp. 293-295. 

On April 15, 1911, many of the breeding black bass in Pond 
No. 3, the oldest bass pond at the Oneida station, were dead or 
dying. Bass had been kept in that pond during three winters 
preceding the last winter without serious loss. The pond was 
one of the tannery vat locations, and it was suspected that the 
hemlock bark liquor had something to do with the loss of the fish, 
but this has not affected the bass heretofore and probably has 
nothing to do with the losses referred to. 

An examination of some of the recently dead fish showed para- 
sitism of several forms. A larval worm encysted under the epi- 
dermis causing black specks resembling fly specks, immature 
jointed worms, perhaps related to tapeworms, in the mouth and 
gills, and fish lice (copepods) in the roof of the mouth and other 
parts of the head were all observed simultaneously. This unfor- 
tunate combination of parasites no doubt reduced the vitality of 
the base to such an extent that they could not take the live mm 
nowB provided for their use in winter quarters, and they starved 
to death. There is no other way of accounting for the large 
mortality among the fish. This is the first time in the history 
of the ponds that such winter losses have occurred, and this con- 
dition demonstrates the necessity of liberating the bass at Oneida 
station after they have protected their young up to the time of 
" breaking the swarm." Thus far, it has been easy to net in 
Oneida lake all the gravid bass needed for the season's work, and 
the transfer of the fish to breeding ponds almost immediately be- 
fore spawning begins has involved no interruption of the nest 
building. 

A specimen of the parasitized bass was. forwarded to Prof. 
Edwin Linton, Washington and Jefferson College, Washington, 
Pa., and from him was received the following report: 

" Length of the fish, 12 inches. 

" The following parasites were found : 
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" 1. Copepod paraetiea belonging to the genua Trachiastes, or 
near it: 23 taken from mouth and gills, distributed as follows: 
2 on upper lip, 3 just back of vomer, 5 on palate just in front of 
gill arches, 2 on dorsal gill arch, 1 on ventral gill arch, 8 on gills 
(2 of these on gill rakers). 

" 2. Taenia ap. about 35, taken from serous coat of intestine 
and pyloric coeca; all small maximum about 25 mm, in alcohol, 
white, still active when placed in salt solution. 

"3. Echinorhytwhus sp. 36 mostly from pyloric coeca, a few 
from intestine." 

" The fish louse specimens were forwarded to Prof. Charles B. 
Wilson, State Normal School, Westfield, Mass., who wrote con- 
cerning them on Hay 26, 1911, as follows: 

" I find on examining the parasitic copepods from the small 
mouthed black bass which you sent me that they are Achtheres 
micropteri, Wright Another epecies of the same genus, A. am- 
bloplitee, infests the red-eye, although I have never found them 
at all numerous, not more than 3 or 4 upon a single fish. 

" I published the complete life history of this last species from 
studies conducted at Lake Mazinkuckee, Indiana, only a few 
months ago. I found the free-swimming period of the larva is 
of remarkably short duration; under ordinary conditions not 
many of the larvee can find a host within this period and so per- 
ish. But within the confined area of breeding ponds the condi- 
tions would be more favorable and nearly all of the larva; would 
make a ' find.' I know of no way by which to guard against 
their attacks in such places. 

Very truly yours, 

CHARLES B. WILSON." 

Constantia is one of the best locations for the study of larval 
worms and copepods which are parasitic on fishes. 

On September 18th a lot of common sunfish were sent by A. J. 
Conkling, of Matteawau, to the office for examination. The eyes 
of many of these fish were destroyed by parasitic worms, a con- 
dition similar to what has been observed at Conatantia in the 
troutperch, yellow perch, pikeperch, black bass, and other 



, y Google 



CoBBKBVATIOsr COMMISSION. 207 

species. Mr. Conkling wrote that the fish were taken from the 
shore of Beacon reservoir. The caretaker said he had picked up 
about 3,000 in three weeks. Mr. Conkling further states that 
the reservoir was full of small catfish. In walking across the 
dam he saw as many as 100 of them, about 5 inches long, swim- 
ming on top and all apparently after the sunfish. 

FISH PRESERVATIVES. 

Numerous inquiries concerning fish preservatives have been 
received by this Commission. Anglers and other fishermen who 
capture curious or unidentified specimens wish to know how to 
ship them safely to some museum or to the office of the Commis- 
sion for examination. We have found that common salt will 
answer this purpose in almost every case, although it is not well 
to leave the fish in salt very long, as it makes the fibres too brittle 
for permanent preservation in alcohol or some other medium. 
After a short period in salt, not extending over a few days, it is 
practicable to freshen the fish over night in water and then put 
it into alcohol or formalin. Many students of fiah prefer alcohol 
to formalin because the latter injures the hands and alcohol does 
not The usual proportions for a preserving fluid are three parts 
of alcohol to one part of water. A less percentage of alcohol re- 
quires such frequent renewals as to make it unsafe as a preserva- 
tive. Another very useful fish preservative is commercial ace- 
tate of soda, an inexpensive material which can be used in the 
same way as salt; but salt has the advantage of being harmless. 
For large specimens of fish it is necessary to make an opening in 
the belly and fill the cavity with salt or other preservative. 

EXAMINATION OF WATERS. 

In accordance with a request of Commissioner Austin I went 
to Twitchell lake, three miles from Big Moose, in Herkimer 
county, on October 21, 1910, and remained until the night of 
October 23d for the purpose of reporting on the character of the 
lake and the question of screening its outlet. 

A number of property owners around Twitchell lake, resi- 
dent and nonresident, wished to place a screen at the outlet, to 
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prevent the rainbow trout from escaping into Twitchell creek. 
A thorough examination of the lake, its small tributaries and the 
outlet led to the opinion that no screen should be introduced. It 
would be against the general policy of the Commission to permit 
such obstruction in the stream ; and it would not accomplish the 
object desired by the petitioners as well as the better policy of 
stocking the streams and lakes tributary to Twitchell lake, and 
the reduction of the few rock obstructions which now interfere 
with the free ascent of trout through the upper waters of 
Twitchell creek into the lake. The rapids in the first one-eighth 
mile of the course of Twitchell creek could easily be overcome 
by means of an inexpensive fishway to supplement the natural 
fish ladder which now appears almost complete in the creek. A 
few sticks of dynamite, properly used, in the rock bed would re- 
move the obstructions to such degree as to make it possible for 
trout to go up into the lake. 

From personal observation and from information obtained from 
residents, Twitchell lake, at present, contains nothing but brook 
trout, lake trout and chubs. The chub is the common homed 
dace, or fallfish, Semotilus airomaculatus. This fish appears 
to be starved, probably because it has increased in numbers too 
rapidly for the natural food supply. The trout feed upon this 
fish. The black nosed dace is said to live in this lake also; but 
we were unable to find it. 

Twitchell creek is about twelve miles long, and it flows into 
Beaver river. Twitchell lake U of glacial origin, and lies at the 
elevation of 2,050 feet It contains a few species of water plants, 
relatives of the water lilies, also a plant resembling eel grass 
and a bushy species which is well adapted for the shelter of young 
trout and the natural food of trout. The water is clear and cold 
and is well stocked with insects and crayfish. The compara- 
tively shallow depth of the water, about forty feet at the maxi- 
mum, is unfavorable to the prosperity of the lake trout, although 
there are some fish of that species in the lake. There is no 
reason why the lake should not support a larger number of brook 
trout and rainbow trout 
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The shores of the lake include few beachee, and the bottom is 
hard and covered with pebbles and boulders of various sizes. 
There are a few large glacial boulders in the lake and the head- 
waters of Twitchell creek exhibit a great jumble of immense 
boulders and rock ledges. 

In order to improve the fishing it would be best to increase 
the stock in the lake itself and to plant rainbow trout in Oswego 
nonds, Lilvpad pond, Little Birch pond, all of which empty 
into Twitchell lake, and in several small streams flowing into 
the head of the lake. This restocking with brook trout and 
rainbow trout will no doubt accomplish the object of the peti- 
tioners better than the introduction of a screen. 

from July 29 to 31, 1911, Star lake in St Lawrence county 
was investigated under instructions from Commissioner Fleming. 

A tour of the lake was made July 30th in company with Messrs. 
Sayles, York, Tears and other anglers. On the morning of July 
31st, I went fishing with Mr. Zimmerman, an expert angler, and a 
cottage owner on Star lake. We took a lake trout and a brook 
trout. The brook trout is said to be uncommon in Star lake 
at present while the lake trout, called salmon trout in that 
region, is moderately abundant 

Arrangements were made with some of the cottage owners to 
set minnow traps in various places. From these were obtained 
the large scaled sucker, corporal chub and black nosed dace. 
The sucker is particularly abundant in Star lake ; the minnows 
are less common. These fish furnish excellent trout food and 
they make it difficult to catch the trout by angling. 

Bullheads and crawfish are present in the water ; the latter 
are especially abundant and furnish excellent food for the brown 
trout, lake trout, and rainbow trout, all of which have been 
introduced either by the State or by private enterprise. 

It is stated that the lake was originally without fish. Brook 
trout are Baid to have been introduced from Little river about 
sixty years ago by Mr. Youngs and again still later by Mr. Backus 
and others. According to the testimony of Mr. Nill, suckers 
were not found in the lake until a few years ago. Now they are 
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so abundant as to have become a nuisance. Suckers, chubs and 
other minnows were brought in by anglers for bait The chubs 
were carried from Twin lake. Crawfish were planted by some 
angler who brought them from a distance and they are now very 
abundant. 

Star lake derives its name from its numerous bays arranged 
in something resembling a star. It covers about 640 acres and 
has a maximum depth of over 100 feet. For the most part the 
bottom drops off suddenly from the shores ; but there are a num- 
ber of sand beaches on which the trout find spawning grounds. 
There are a number of sandbars and some rock ledges ; but these 
are not sufficiently extensive to furnish good spawning places for 
all the fish. 

The lake has no inlets of any importance, and this makes it a 
body of water difficult to stock. The only feasible course to be 
followed by the Commission is to continue stocking the lake with 
brown trout and rainbow trout, and to allow some of the land- 
owners who are interested in the improvement of the fishing to 
screen off certain small private bays as places of shelter for the 
young trout, and to permit them to hold the fish in such bays until 
they are large enough to take care of themselves. 

The lake trout is well enough established to maintain itself 
without further stocking at present. 

Star lake is remarkably destitute of native water plants. It 
contains a few white water lilies (introduced) and rather more 
yellow lilies, little patches of horse tail and a plant resembling 
eel grass but more robust. It would be a good plan to introduce 
eel grass (Valisneria) , and perhaps some other aquatic plants, 
to provide additional shelter for young fish. 

The lake has no overflow except in freshet times, and then, I 
am informed, only about four inches of water flows over a small 
dam which has been placed at the outlet. I am told that this 
overflow cannot go into Little river as we supposed, but 1b re- 
ceived into a series of small ponds which have no outlet, and 
which diminish greatly in volume in dry weather. 

There is no pollution by sewage, as the property-owners have 
introduced cesspools and open tiles for conveying the liquid part 
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of the waste from closets. In no case did I see a particle of evi- 
dence of pollution of the lake. 

The rainbow trout planted by the Commission have become 
well established, and they may frequently be seen rising to the 
surface in various bays. A number of them have been caught 
by still fishing, and I am satisfied that an expert fly caster would 
take that species without difficulty. 

FISHING IN OWASCO LAKE. 

The following letter, on account of its interest to the people of 
the locality, is made part of the report: 

" Thbee-Muje Bay, N. Y., July 7, 1911. 
"Db. T. H. Beau, Albany, N. Y. : 

" Deab Sib. — Last winter I wrote you in regard to some fishing 
in Owasco lake which I was at that time trying to get, as the 
Owasco Lake Anglers' Association at Auburn were intending to 
have the carp taken out. I have been there with ten trap nets 
for three weeks, and found I was just three weeks late to 
get carp as they had left the shallows for deep water. But on 
the whole the anglers were satisfied with my work as I showed 
to them many more fish than they supposed the lake contained. 
Thinking you might be interested, I told Mr. B. A. Steel, Secre- 
tary of the Association, I would write you about it. I used ten 
trap nets of 4 and 6 feet for 23 days. 

" I took 2,967 suckers, 725 carp, 24 eels. 

" The estimate of other fish which we had in nets and at once 
set free : Large yellow perch, 10,000 ; large yellow pike, 
1,200 ; blue pike, 40 ; black bass, 75 ; trout, 6 ; rock base, 10 
pounds; bullheads, 150 pounds. 

The yellow perch are much larger than any ever seen by 
me in any waters at Lake Ontario or the St. Lawrence river^ as 
some of them would weigh over two pounds and as a whole, some 
days, would average one pound each for a day's catch. These 
perch at this time are not taking any kind of bait and on in- 
specting the fish we found in every case they were feeding on 
sucker spawn, and we also found the suckers in the cold water 



, y Google 



212 First Annual Report of tee 

were still spawning and would be spawning all summer quite 
likely. We find this lake contains yellow pike and in large num- 
ber we should judge, as we took about 1,200 pounds with three 
small nets not suitable for pike fishing. Owing to my getting any 
pike at this time with such nets I judge there is a large quantity 
of pike there. These pike never taking the hook in this lake raises 
the question as to whether they should be left in the lake where the 
chief hook fishing is for these lake trout, and I have myself ad- 
vanced the argument that sooner or later it will be either all trout 
or all pike. It now appears these pike were put in about 17 years 
ago. No doubt your advice will be asked in this matter, and 
if I can be of any service to you I will be glad to assist. We 
estimated one of these pike to weigh 15 pounds and a number 
to go about 10 pounds, from that down to one about 6 inches, 
showing they are still thriving, and with the many thousands 
who fish in every way and not one pike being caught, it looks as if 
they were overfed. 

" Yours truly, 

W. M. DICK." 

POLLUTION. 

It is not quite true that the shad and other choice fish have 
too much sense to poke their noses into the Hudson, as expressed 
by Dr. Wiley; but there is no doubt that the natural spawning 
of the shad, striped bass, white perch and other valuable food 
fishes is greatly curtailed by pollution of one kind or another, 
and many spawning beds have been destroyed by cinders and 
other waste from river steamers. Notwithstanding the deplor- 
able condition of the river, Bhad have furnished us with 8,600,- 
000 eggs this season. This reminds us of the old days of thirty 
odd years ago when the Commission was able to collect 10,000,000 
shad eggs in a season at Castleton and Catskill. The shad have 
dropped a little farther down the river in that length of time; 
but if the Commission continues to plant millions of fry and a 
certain proportion of fingerlings annually, and the proper meas- 
ures are taken to diminish the pollution of the stream, we may 
expect to see the Hudson restored to its former glory as a shad 
stream. 
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COURTESIES. 

Tlie United 'States Bureau of Fisheries, at the request of the 
Commission, shipped to the Adirondack Station, during the sum- 
mer 40,000 black spotted trout eggs. These eggs produced 
22,738 fingerlingg. Of this number 2,000 were planted in 
Meadow pond, Franklin county, and the remainder in Little 
Green pond in the same county. 

At the request of Chester K. Green, Superintendent of the 
United States Fisheries Station, Cape Vincent, N. Y., permits 
were issued to Henry W. Marks and George £. Humphrey, both 
of Cape Vincent, to fish for lake trout in the vicinity of Oape 
Vincent from November 1 to November 20, 1911, both inclusive. 
The object of this fishing is to take eggs of lake trout for devel- 
opment at Cape Vincent, the fry to be distributed in New York 
waters. 

On September 25th the foreman of the Cold Spring Harbor 
station, by direction of the Commission, delivered eight large 
male rainbow trout and twenty-five smaller males to the New 
York Aquarium for exhibition purposes, and on October 26th the 
foreman of the Linlithgo station delivered thirty short nosed 
sturgeon to the Aquarium for the same purpose. 

Through the kindness of the Southside Sportsmens 1 Club of 
Long Island, of which Mr. George P. Slade, of New York, is 
president, our Long Island station was furnished with nearly 
3,000,000 brook trout eggs of fine quality from the preserve 
of the club. These eggs were developed to the eyed stage at Cold 
Spring Harbor for further development and distribution from 
the Caledonia and Adirondack hatcheries. 

On March 31st the foreman of the Cold Spring Harbor hatch- 
ery planted 1,000,000 whitefisb fry in Lake Hammersley, 
Dutchess county, and on May 31st he planted 750,000 pikeperch 
fry in Sonkonkoma lake, Suffolk county. These fiab were given 
to the Commission by the New York Aquarium. 

At the request of Barton A. Bean of the United States Na- 
tional Museum two maskalonge each one foot in length, three rang- 
ing from IS inches to 36 inches, and one large specimen were 
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shipped from the Chautauqua station to the museum, the museum 
furnishing the necessary tanks and preservatives. 

Prof. W. M. Smallwood, of -Syracuse University, sent some 
tanks to the Chautauqua hatchery to accommodate a collection 
of fish which was to be made in Chautauqua lake by our foreman. 
Such species as were found in the maskalonge nets and other ap- 
paratus used in our work were placed in the tanks for the use of 
the university. 

STATE FAIR. 

On September 15th the Commission's representative, who had 
charge of the fish exhibit at the State Fair, reported the loss 
of some Albino trout This was due chiefly to insufficient water 
supply, and the nervousness of the fish which were unaccustomed 
to the strong light 

Mr. Arthur L. Bishop, chairman of the Fish Propagating 
Committee of the Anglers' Association of Onondaga, reported 
that of the fish delivered by the Conservation Commission from 
the State Fair but three rainbow trout were lost The fish which 
had been on exhibition were placed in the waters of Onondaga 
county. The association expressed appreciation of the work 
of the Commission. 

The Conservation Commission should have a separate building 
for its display because of the very great public interest in ex- 
hibits such as this Commission can provide, and for the reason 
that no live fish and other water animals can be shown 
satisfactorily in connection with general exhibits. The water 
supply for live fish should be controlled absolutely by those in 
charge of the aquarium. It should be ample for the purposes 
for which it is intended and it must be continuous during the 
entire period of the exhibition. It has been proven by ex- 
perience that nothing else in the line of exhibits will attract so 
much favorablo attention as live fiih properly shown in pood 
condition. If the Conservation Commission were permitted to 
furnish plans for an aquarium aud for its other exhibits in a 
building under its own control the people would be delighted with 
the results. It has been demonstrated that a public aquarium is 
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the most popular and most economical of all forms of public 
museums. The Aquarium in New York city has a larger at- 
tendance than all the other museums combined, and it costs lees 
for maintenance than any of the rest. 

Respectfully submitted, 

TARLETON H. BEAN, 

Fish Culturist. 
Albant, N. Y, December 20, 1911. 



, y Google 



, y Google 



ANNUAL REPORT 



CONSERVATION BUREAU, ATTORNEY- 
GENERAL'S OFFICE. 



, y Google 



, y Google 



ANNUAL REPORT CONSERVATION BUREAU, 
ATTORNEY-GENERAL'S OFFICE. 



December 31, 1911. 
Conservation Commission, Albany, N. ¥. 

Sibb. — I respectfully submit the following report of the Con- 
servation Bureau of the Attorney-General's office from December 
31, 1910, to December 31, 1911, inclusive. 

Prior to the let of October, 1911, the duties of this department 
were vested in the legal department of the Forest, Fish and Game 
Commission and the same conducted by counsel appointed by that 
Commission. The records of the department are at the disposal of 
the Attorney-General's office and actions pending at that time and 
Drought subsequent thereto are the subject of this report. 

A brief summary of the actions commenced prior to December 
■31, 1910, and which were still pending on that date is as follows : 

Total number of actions 186 



On January 1, 1911, the following violations had been reported 
to this bureau and were lien pending : 

For fire violations 37 

For top-lopping violations 61 

For fish and game violations 90 

For trespass 14g 

For ejectment 75 



Total 



411. 



There were reported during the year 1911 the following viola- 
tions : 

For fire violations 37 

For top-lopping violations 61 
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Of the violations pending and reported, there were settled with- 
out action the following: 

For fire violations 24 

For top-lopping violations 78 

For fish and game violations 96 

For trespass 4ft 

Total 247 



During the year 1911 there were oommeneed and pending the 
following actions : 

For fire violations 17 

For top-lopping violations 18 

For fish and game violations 98 

For trespass 57 

For ejectment 75 

Total 285 



The following actions were disposed of during the year 1911 : 

For fire violations 12 

For top-lopping violations IS 

For fish and game violations 53 

For trespass 27 

For ejectment 5 

Total 110 
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There are still pending of the actions which had been commenced 
prior to December 31, 1910, and were commenced during the year 
1911, the following: 

For fine violations 5 

For top-lopping violations 5 

For fish and game violations 45 

For trespass 30 

For ejectment 70 

Total 155 

Actions pending January 1, 1911 186 

Actions settled during year 1911 57 

Actions still pending 129 

Actions commenced during year ending December 31, 

1911 79 

Actions settled during year 1911 68 

Actions still pending 26 

Total number of actions pending 155 

During the year 1911 this bureau has collected and accounted 
for the following sums: 

For fire violations $1,465 45 

For top-lopping violations 3,123 80 

For fish and game violations 6,412 59 

For trespass 14,891 25 

Total $25,893 09 



There remains due and uncollected on judgments recovered the 
following : 

For fire violations $410 50 

For top-lopping violations 167 00 
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For fish and game violations $101 00 

For trespass 9,916 20 

Total $10,494 70 



It might be well to refer to the fact that of the number of cases 
which are reported as pending, 63 of the same are actions in eject- 
ment involving land in two adjacent townships, namely: Town- 
ships 15 and 32 of Totten and Crossfield'e Purchase and growing 
out of one transaction or purchase by the State from the Indian 
River Company, and have been pending for several years, and it 
is anticipated that an early disposition will be made of all these 
cases. 

The most important among the actions litigated during the year 
are those involving the title to lands in the forest preserve ; actions 
for trespass upon the State's land; actions to recover penalties 
caused by setting fires to timber upon the State's land, and prose- 
cutions for violating the fish and game provisions of the statute. 
Notable among the cases tried during the year are three actions 
against the Santa Clara Lumber Company, involving the title to 
approximately four thousand acres of valuable timber land in 
Hamilton and Essex counties and for which penalties were sought 
to be recovered, amounting to nearly a quarter of a million dollars ; 
actions against the New York Central and Hudson River Railroad 
Company and the Delaware and Hudson Company, growing out of 
the forest fires of 1908 ; the final disposition of the action brought 
by the People against the Brooklyn Cooperage Company, which in- 
volved the State's interest in large timber rights in the forest pre- 
serve. In an action brought against the Long Island Railroad 
Company to recover penalties for a violation of the provisions of 
section 228 of the Laws of 1900, judgment was rendered in favor 
of the State for $32,789.50, which judgment was sustained by the 
Appellate Division. Notable among the recoveries for penalties 
for trespass is that of the payment of $10,000 by the Union Bag 
and Paper Company. 
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It is my desire to make acknowledgment of the valuable assist- 
ance rendered by your Commission and the various heads of de- 
partments with whom I have been obliged to consult and also for 
information and courtesy which have at all times been extended 
to this bureau. 

YourB very respectfully, 

JOHN T. NORTON, 
Depviy Attorney-General. 
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Adirondack hatcher; 167 

preserve 8 

Atlantic shores netting 106 

Attorney-General's office, Conservation bureau, report 219 

Ausable river storage 21 



Banner divisions, game protection 74 

Barge canal, water power estimates 22 

Bath hatchery 167 

Beaver 73 

Black bass 169, 199 

Black river storage 21 

Bluefijh 101, 105 

Blue point oyBter law 73 

Breeding of game on private lands 60 

Bullhead 169 

Butterflsh 101 



Caledonia hatchery 162, 167 

Calico bais 199 

Canal waters, lease of surplus 29 

Csnaseraga creek improvement 7 

Canned game, sale of, stopped 16, 75 

Catfish 192 

Catskill preserve 8 

Cayuga lake lamprey 18B 

Chautauqua hatchery 168, 200 

Chestnut blight 10, 60 

Chief game protector, report of 63 

Clams 101 

Codification of game laws • 64 

Cold Spring hatchery 103, 168 

Conservation Commission, powers and duties , 6 

jurisdiction 6 

Department, the three divisions ■ • 6 

offices 7 

Constantia lamprey 189 
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Dbids, inspection of 25 

Deer, breeding for the .market 60 

more plentiful 16, 70 

Delaware hatchery 168 

Drainage laws 24 

E. 

Ejectment proceedings 222 



Fire laws, violations 220 

patrolmen 9 

Fish and Game Division, annual report 53 

Culturiat, report of ■ • 160 

enemies and parasites 204 

food 203 

hatcheries, reports 176-188 

preservatives 207 

propagation 16, 174, 175 

species In New York 59 

State hatcheries, banner year 87 

Fishes, notes on 1SB-2I5 

Flat-fish 101, 172 

Flounders 101 

Foreign game birds 67 

Forest fire protection, efficiency of ■ 9, 38 

fires, report for IS 1 1 37, 30 

incendiaries ■ • 38, 222 

observatories 41 

preserve, consolidation of holdings 10 

preserves 6, 43, 49 

problems 49 

products, decrease of 9, 43 

Forestry at State institutions 61 

Bureau, report of 33 

duties of 37 

lectures SI 

Frogs 202 

Frostflsh 160 

Fulton Chain hatchery 169 



Game laws, prerequisites for popular support 14 

in storage S6 

Genesee river storage 21 

Great lakes netting 104 

Meadows nursery 10 

South Bay 109 
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Hatcheries, maintenance coBt 162, 160 

value of 17, 1*2, 173 

Bah planted 162, 166 

Herring 160 

Horton'a Point 109 

Hudson river 104, 100 

Hydraulic power, developments ■ ■ 23 

State's interest in 21 

undeveloped 23 



Indian lake water storage 21 

J. 
Jamaica Bay 100 



Kensico lake, transplanting fish 67 

Kettle mountain water power 21 



Lake George hatchery 16D 

Lampreys 180 

Lands and Forests Division, annual report 82 

Lands useful only for game 56 

Legal Bureau, report of 26 

Linlitbgo hatchery 160, 100 

Lloyd's Neck 109 

Lobstera 101, 103, 172 

Long Island City 100 

hatchery 68 

pound nets 105 



Manufacturers' waste disposal 108 

Marine fisheries 17, 60 

applications canceled 115 

on Ate 115 

expenditures 165 

franchises surrendered 98, 117 

grounds granted 97, 113 

leases surrendered 98, 118 

new assessments of rentals 156 

receipts 164 

relocation surveys 112 

rentals due in 1911 166 

report 97 
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